
 

LESSON THREE - GOD IS JUST 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS - 7:30PM 
 

BEGIN LESSON - 7:33PM 
 

WELCOME 
Welcome to the third lesson in our Home Group series Discovering God: Seven Keys To 
Unlock Faith For Your Future. 

● The better our understanding of God is, the better our relationship with Him is going 
to be. 

● During this series, we’ll be studying some key attributes in His unchanging nature 
that give us a clearer picture of what He’s like and how He works in our lives. 

 

Leader Note: Remember that the goal of Home Groups is great discussion!  Getting through 
all the material is not a necessity.  Great discussion is!  If you don’t finish the entire lesson, 
simply encourage your group to continue studying the scriptures covered in this outline. 
 

Leader Note: The  leader share  portions of the lesson are an opportunity to set the stage for a 
better discussion.  What we share should be brief, authentic, and meaningful.  We want to put 
the focus back on our group members and their comments/opinions as quickly as possible.  
  

ICEBREAKER 
Everybody likes seeing justice served.  What’s your favorite example of a fictional bad guy 
that gets what they deserved? 
 
 
 
 

 



LESSON INTRODUCTION 
We love the idea of justice triumphing over injustice.  Have you ever noticed that almost 
every story we read or watch has the same basic elements?  It’s always a battle of good 
versus evil.  And almost every time, good wins out in the end. 
 

Genesis 1:27 tells us that, “... God created human beings in His own image.”  Many of His 
attributes are hardwired into our nature, including His love of justice.  That’s why we love 
to see the good guy win.  And it’s why we want to see evil punished. 
 

In fact, some of our biggest struggles with faith take place during times when good isn’t 
triumphing… or when the bad guys seem to be winning.  
 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 
● How can we stay solid in our belief that God is absolutely just even when our world, 

at times, is not? 
● What are some of the benefits to a strong belief that God is absolutely just? 

 

The 18th chapter of the book of Ezekiel has a lot to say about God’s justice.  Tonight, we’ll 
take a closer look at a few key verses from this chapter. 
 

Leader Note: Choose a member of your group to read Ezekiel 18:1-3.  The version listed in your 
leader outline is the New Living Translation (NLT).  You may choose to read it as well. 
 

EZEKIEL 18:1-3 
1 Then another message came to me from the Lord.   2 Why do you quote this proverb 
concerning the land of Israel: ‘The parents have eaten sour grapes, but their children’s 
mouths pucker at the taste’?    3 As surely as I love, says the Sovereign Lord, you will not quote 
this proverb anymore in Israel.   4 For all people are Mine to judge - both parents and children 
alike.  And this is My rule: The person who sins is the one who will die. 
 

By the time Ezekiel delivered this prophecy, the people of Israel were paying the price for 
the sins they had committed as a nation.  God sent them warning after warning, but they 
refused to listen.  
 

Jerusalem had been invaded, and most of the survivors were taken to Babylon as captives. 
God’s actions were completely just, but instead of owning up to their mistakes, the 
children of Israel were playing the blame game. 
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The point of the proverb they were quoting was to blame their suffering on the sins of their 
parents.  What they were going through wasn’t their fault, they claimed.  God immediately 
answered by giving them a crash course in the way His justice system works: each person 
has to answer for their own sins.  God doesn’t call us on the carpet for what someone else 
has done. 
 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 
● How can continually blaming others for our mistakes keep us trapped in a cycle of 

bad decisions? 
 

God sent many warnings to the Israelites long before they suffered the consequences of 
their actions. 

● What are some ways that He sends warnings to us? 
● What are some of the reasons we miss them? 

 

Leader Note: Choose a member of your group to read Ezekiel 18:21-23.  The version listed in 
your leader outline is the New Living Translation (NLT).  You may choose to read it as well. 
 

EZEKIEL 18:21-23 
21 But if wicked people turn away from all their sins and begin to obey My decrees and do what 
is just and right, they will surely live and not die.   22 All their past sins will be forgotten, and 
they will live because of the righteous things they have done.   23 Do you think that I like to see 
wicked people die? Says the Sovereign Lord.  Of course not!  I want them to turn from their 
wicked ways and live.  
  
The statue of Lady Justice that sits outside the supreme court building in Washington D.C. 
is a visual representation of the basic elements of true justice.  
 

She wears a blindfold symbolizing objectivity.  Because she can’t see, she can’t be 
influenced by people, power or position.  
 

In her left hand, she holds scales symbolizing the fact that all the evidence must be 
carefully considered.  
 

In her right hand, she holds a double edged sword to punish the guilty. 
 

God is absolutely just, but he’s also incredibly merciful.  He will punish the guilty, but not 
without providing many opportunities for them to turn from their sin.  Verse 23 gives us a 
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glimpse into God’s heart.  He doesn’t take pleasure in punishing people - not even the 
people who deserve it and have earned it!  
 

When He delays judgment, 2nd Peter 3:9 tells us that He’s actually, “...being patient for 
[our] sake.   He does not want anyone to be destroyed, but wants everyone to repent.” 
 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 
●  God’s judgement is perfect, but our judgement of others is often full of flaws.  Why 

do we struggle when it comes to judging people and situations? 
● 2nd Peter 3:9 says that God is, “... patient for [our] sake.”  What are some of the ways 

you’ve benefitted from God’s patience? 
 

God has been patient with each one of us, but we all sometimes struggle to show that 
same patience to other people.  

● Why do you think we struggle to show the same patience we’ve received? 
● Is there a person or situation you need to be more patient with right now?  What is it, 

and how could patience help? 
 

Leader Note: Choose a member of your group to read Ezekiel 18:24.  The version listed in your 
leader outline is the New Living Translation (NLT).  You may choose to read it as well. 
 

EZEKIEL 18:24 
24 However, if righteous people turn from their righteous behavior and start doing sinful things 
and act like other sinners, should they be allowed to live?  No, ofcourse not!  All their 
righteous acts will be forgotten, and they will die for their sins. 
 

The Jews were hoping that their history and their heritage would protect them from the 
consequences of their disobedience.  In this passage, God gives us deeper insight into His 
justice.  Past righteousness doesn’t excuse present sins.  
 

We’re not judged on what we “used to be.”  We can’t lean on how much passion we “used 
to have” for God.  We need fresh experiences with Him that inspire us to live righteously 
today! 
 

Leader Share  ➟   Who’s your favorite biblical example of someone that refused to rest on 
what they had done for God in the past?  Instead, they consistently looked for ways to know 
and serve Him better.  

● Review their story as you prepare to share this lesson. 
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● Share a passage that sums up this person’s desire to continue growing in their 
relationship with God,  and talk about why their example means so much to you. 

 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 
● Have you ever been through a season when you lost your passion for God?  What 

helped you get back to where you needed to be? 
 

Isaiah 43:19 underscores God’s desire to continue giving us fresh insights and new 
experiences in Him.  In this verse, God says, “See, I am doing a new thing, Now it shall 
spring forth…” 

● What are some new things that God has been doing in your life?  
● Leader Note: You might add, “Maybe He’s shown you something you didn’t know 

before in His Word; or it could be something He’s doing in your family, on your job, or in 
you personally. 

 

ENDING COMMENTS 
Ezekiel 18 shows us two important things about God: He always gets justice right, and He 
always want what’s best for us.  He’s looking for opportunities to forgive His people, not 
chances to condemn them.  
 

His perfect judgement exists side by side with His amazing compassion.  He’s not only our 
judge - He’s also our Savior, our Redeemer, and our Defender. 
 

CLOSING PRAYER 
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