
 

 
LESSON TWO - GOD IS LOVING 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS - 7:30PM 
 

BEGIN LESSON - 7:33PM 
 

WELCOME 
Welcome to the second lesson in our Home Group series Discovering God: Seven Keys To 
Unlock Faith For Your Future. 

● The better our understanding of God is, the better our relationship with Him is going 
to be. 

● During this series, we’ll be studying some key attributes in His unchanging nature 
that give us a clearer picture of what He’s like and how He works in our lives. 

 

Leader Note: Remember that the goal of Home Groups is great discussion!  Getting through 
all the material is not a necessity.  Great discussion is!  If you don’t finish the entire lesson, 
simply encourage your group to continue studying 1st John chapter 4 on their own. 
 

Leader Note: The  leader share  portions of the lesson are an opportunity to set the stage for a 
better discussion.  What we share should be brief, authentic, and meaningful.  We want to put 
the focus back on our group members and their comments/opinions as quickly as possible.  
  

ICEBREAKER 
Who’s someone in your life that motivates you to be a better person?  How? 
 

LESSON INTRODUCTION 
Motivation can come from many different sources.  It can be especially powerful when it 
comes from people that have our best interests at heart and love us deeply.  Love 

 



motivates us to get up and try again when we fail.  It helps us to reach higher and believe 
for better things. 
 

It shouldn’t come as a surprise that the One that loves us most wants to be our greatest 
source of motivation.  For every difficult season we face, there are many promises of His 
unfailing love that we can fall back on for strength, support and encouragement.  
 

Leader Share  ➟   As you’re preparing to share this lesson, look up and write down one of your 
favorite verses about God’s love.   Be sure to avoid choosing one of the verses from the 
chapter we’ll be covering in tonight’s lesson (1st John 4). 

● Briefly  share with your group why this verse is important to you and how you’ve 
experienced the love it talks about in your own life.  

 

For most of us, the phrase, “God loves you,” is something we’ve heard since we were very 
young.  It’s so common for many that it can lack real meaning or depth.  But there comes a 
time where that phrase has to become real to us.  It needs to go from something we’ve 
heard to something we’ve experienced.  We need a personal encounter and a personal 
understanding of God’s love. 
 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 
● Can you think of a time in your life when the love of God became real to you?  What 

happened? 
● Why do we sometimes struggle to receive God’s love? 

 

THE APOSTLE OF LOVE 
The apostle John had a lot to say about the love of God.  The theme of love is such a 
constant in the five books of the Bible he wrote that he’s often called, “the apostle of love.” 
Whenever he referred to himself in his gospel, John chose to use the phrase, “the disciple 
whom Jesus loved,” rather than his own name.  
 

That love made a huge and lasting impact in his life.  Tonight, we’ll be studying one of the 
many passages in which John helps us to get a clearer view and a deeper appreciation for 
the enduring, unconditional love of God. 
 

Leader Note: Choose a member of your group to read 1st John 4:7, 8.  The version listed in 
your leader outline is the New Living Translation (NLT).  You may choose to read it as well. 
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1 JOHN 4:7, 8 
7 Dear friends, let us continue to love one another, for love comes from God. Anyone who loves 
is a child of God and knows God.    8 But anyone who does not love does not know God, for God 
is love. 
 

We were created with the capacity to love and be loved.  We can experience love through 
many different types of human relationships, but human love (even at its best) is flawed 
and limited.  Only God can fulfill the need for unconditional, unending love that we were 
all born with. 
 

In this passage, John writes that God is love.  It’s not something He does, it’s something He 
is.  Love is just as much a part of God’s nature as holiness, justice, and wisdom.  
 

Because He is self-existent, His love had no beginning.  Because He is eternal, His love has 
no ending.  Because He’s infinite, His love has no limits.  Because He’s holy, His love is 
pure.  His love empowers us to love ourselves  and to love others .  
 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 
● Why do you think so many people have such a difficult time loving and accepting 

themselves?  
● How can God’s love help someone to love and accept who they are? 

 

Leader Note: Choose a member of your group to read 1st John 4:9, 10.  The version listed in 
your leader outline is the New Living Translation (NLT).  You may choose to read it as well. 
 

1 JOHN 4:9, 10 
9 God showed how much He loved us by sending His one and only Son into the world so that 
we might have eternal life through Him.   10 This is real love—not that we loved God, but that 
He loved us and sent His Son as a sacrifice to take away our sins. 
 

We know about the love of God because He “showed us” (Verse 9).  God didn’t just tell us 
about His love - He showed it!  When God wanted to teach us more about Himself, He came 
in person.  Jesus Christ was both fully God and fully man.    Colossians 1:15 tells us that He, 
“... is the visible image of the invisible God. “ 
 

God Himself came to pay the price to take away our sins, and the motive was love.  Jesus 
didn’t wait for us to love Him, serve Him or follow Him before He gave the ultimate 
sacrifice.   1st John 4:19 says that, “We love Him because He first  loved us.”  
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He reached out to us first  - even when we were ignorant, unbelieving and rebellious.  He 
doesn’t wait for us to deserve His love before He gives it. 
 

Leader Share  ➟   There are many examples of Jesus showing love to someone that didn’t 
deserve it throughout the gospels. 

● Choose one and use the story to  briefly  make the point that Jesus loves us long before 
we’ve shown love to Him. 

 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 
● Can you think of a time in your life when God helped you, protected you, gave you 

direction or moved in your situation even when you weren’t doing everything you 
could to follow Him?  

●  What are some ways that we can love people more like Jesus does? 
 

Leader Note: Choose a member of your group to read 1st John 4:11, 12.  The version listed in 
your leader outline is the New Living Translation (NLT).  You may choose to read it as well. 
 

1 JOHN 4:11, 12 
11 Dear friends, since God loved us that much, we surely ought to love each other.   12 No one has 
ever seen God. But if we love each other, God lives in us, and His love is brought to full 
expression in us. 
 

 God wants us to do more than just receive His love.  He wants us to share it with as many 
people as possible.  He wants to love others through  us!  Even people who appear 
unlovable and whose actions are unacceptable.  
 

Loving others is no indication that we agree with their behavior, just as God’s love for 
sinners isn’t an endorsement of sin.  But love is a huge part of drawing people out of sin 
and into a relationship with God.  
 

DISCUSSION QUESTION 
● Has God ever helped you to show love to someone that seemed unlovable?  How did 

showing love help the situation?  
● What are some of the reasons we struggle at times to show God’s love to others?  

 

Leader Note: Choose a member of your group to read 1st John 4:20, 21.  The version listed in 
your leader outline is the New Living Translation (NLT).  You may choose to read it as well. 
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1 JOHN 4:20, 21 
20 If someone says, "I love God," but hates a Christian brother or sister, that person is a liar; for 
if we don't love people we can see, how can we love God, whom we cannot see?   21 And He has 
given us this command: Those who love God must also love their Christian brothers and 
sisters. 
 

One of the greatest gifts that God has given to us as Christians is one another.   One of the 
most powerful ways He’s chosen to work in the lives of believers is through other believers. 
 

Leader Share  ➟   Talk about one of the ways someone in the church has shown love to you.  
● How have their actions impacted your life and your faith? 
● How are you better because of the love of this Christian brother/sister? 

 

We’re called and commanded to love each other.  Loving another Christian doesn’t mean 
we agree with everything they think or do.  It does mean that we help, support and 
encourage one another regardless of our differences. 
 

According to this passage, we can’t separate our love for God and our love for our brothers 
and sisters.  Our love for God has to result in loving behavior towards other Christians, or 
it’s not real.  

  
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 

● What are some ways that God has chosen to work in your life through other 
believers?  

● What are some lessons you’ve learned from showing love to people you might not 
agree with all the time?  How does this help to make us more like Jesus? 

 

ENDING COMMENTS 
The apostle Paul prayed that the Ephesian church would, “... have the power to 
understand, as all God’s people should, how wide, how long, how high and how deep,” the 
love of God is. (Ephesians 3:18) 
 

As we close in prayer tonight, let’s ask God to give us an even greater understanding of His 
awesome love.  Let’s also ask Him to help us share that love with others more often. 
 

CLOSING PRAYER 
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