
 

 
LESSON ONE - GOD IS HOLY 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS - 7:30PM 
 

BEGIN LESSON - 7:33PM 
 

WELCOME 
Welcome to the first lesson in our Home Group series Discovering God: Seven Keys To 
Unlock Faith For Your Future. 

● The better our understanding of God is, the better our relationship with Him is going 
to be. 

● During this series, we’ll be studying some key attributes in His unchanging nature 
that give us a clearer picture of what He’s like and how He works in our lives. 

 
Leader Note: Remember that the goal of Home Groups is great discussion!  Getting through 
all the material is not a necessity.  Great discussion is!  If you don’t finish the entire lesson, 
simply encourage your group to continue studying Psalms 99 on their own. 
 
Leader Note: The  leader share  portions of the lesson are an opportunity to set the stage for a 
better discussion.  What we share should be brief, authentic, and meaningful.  We want to put 
the focus back on our group members and their comments/opinions as quickly as possible.  
  

ICEBREAKER 
We’re going to start tonight’s lesson with a quick word association game.  

● I’ll say a word, and then you tell me the first word or phrase that comes to mind 
when you hear it. 

● For example, if I said “forest,” someone respond with “trees.”  Or, if I said, “dessert,” 
someone might say, “my favorite thing.” 

 



● Fun 
● City 
● Expensive 
● Sleep 

● Vacation 
● Restaurant 
● Bored 
● Kind 

 
LESSON INTRODUCTION 
Sometimes, our reactions to words are just funny and random. 

● At other times, our response to a word has to do with our past experience.  We may 
have a memory associated with a word that’s either good or bad that influences how 
we feel about it. 

● How we feel about something has a lot to do with our attitude and our response to 
it.  That’s certainly true when it comes to God. 

 

Famous author and theologian A.W. Tozer once said that, “What comes into our minds 
when we think about God is the most important thing about us.” 

● Our idea of what God is like plays a huge role in how we respond to Him. 
● For instance, if we see God as cold, distant and uncaring - that’s going to 

dramatically influence how we approach Him. 
 

Leader Share  ➟    Briefly  share a personal story from your life that illustrates the point the 
lesson is making here.  For example: 

● There was a time in my life when my perception of God was … . 
● That view impacted my relationship with Him by … . 

 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 
● Can you remember a time in your life when you didn’t know God as well as you do 

now? How did your idea of God impact your relationship with Him? 
● What are some things you’ve learned about God over time that have led you to love 

and trust Him more? 
 

GOD IS HOLY 
There are many words we could use to describe God, and we’ll study of them several 
during this series.  One of the adjectives the Bible uses most often in connection with God 
is the word ‘holy.’ 
 

It means to be ‘set apart.’  Holiness applies only to God - and to those people or things that 
He sets apart for His service.  When God calls us to follow Him, He also calls us to be like 
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Him.  That includes a call to holiness.  As Christians, we’re ‘set apart’ for His purposes and 
His glory!  
 

Psalms 99 has a lot to say about the holiness of God.  During tonight’s lesson, we’ll read a 
few verses together, and then talk about what they teach us. 
 

Leader Note: Choose a member of your group to read Psalms 99:1-3.  The version listed in 
your leader outline is the Holman Christian Standard Bible (HCSB).  You may choose to read it 
as well. 
 

PSALMS 99:1-3 
1 The LORD reigns.  Let the peoples tremble.  He is enthroned above the cherubim.  Let the 
earth quake.   2 Yahweh is great in Zion; He is exalted above all the peoples.   3 Let them praise 
Your great and awe-inspiring name.  He is holy. 
 

God isn’t human or even superhuman.  He’s completely and totally separate from anything 
or anyone we could imagine.  Although we’re like God, God isn’t like us.  We were created 
in His image - He wasn’t created in ours.  God is incorruptible, invincible and above 
criticism.  All of that and more can be summed up in the word ‘holy.’ 
 

In this passage, the psalmist covers the reign of God  - He rules over everything and 
everyone. 
 

He also uses the name Yahweh - meaning ‘I AM.’  It speaks to the fact that God never had 
a beginning and won’t have an ending.  He simply is and always will be.  It also points to 
the fact that He doesn’t need anything to support Him or make Him what He is.  
 

While God doesn’t depend on anything, everything depends completely on Him.  The 
entire universe came into existence because of God, and it stays in existence moment by 
moment because of God. 
 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 
● What’s one of God’s qualities that amazes you when you think about it?  Why? 
● Why do you think it’s important for Christians to remember that God is in charge and 

in control in every situation?  What happens when we start to doubt this truth? 
 

Leader Note: Choose a member of your group to read Psalms 99:4, 5. 
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 PSALMS 99:4, 5 
4 The mighty King loves justice.  You have established fairness; You have administered justice 
and righteousness in Jacob.   5 Exalt the LORD our God; bow in worship at His footstool.  He is 
holy. 
 

Life isn’t always fair, but God is.  He’s the source of fairness.  Verse 5 tells us that He 
established it!  We can trust in the fact that God will always act in righteous wisdom as He 
oversees our lives.  When it seems like unfair situations are allowed to unfold, it’s a good 
idea to remember another important attribute of God - mercy!  
 

Because God is merciful, He often chooses to withhold ‘fair’ punishment, even when we’ve 
earned it.  Instead, He covers us our faults with compassion and forgiveness.  We like 
mercy when we’re on the receiving end.  But if we’re not careful, we can have the wrong 
response when God chooses to be merciful to others - especially people that have done us 
wrong in some way!  Every time we choose to show mercy when we could demand 
‘fairness’ in the form of punishment or payback, we’re becoming a little more like God. 
 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 
● What are some reasons people might accuse God of being unfair? 
● Have you ever been through a situation that seemed unfair at the time only to see 

later that God was working things out for good?  What happened? 
 

PSALMS 99:4, 5 Continued  
During this passage, the psalmist mentions God’s righteousness.  He always does what is 
best and what is right.  Righteousness has to do with God’s moral purity, and it’s a quality 
that we’ve been called and equipped to incorporate into our lives.  
 

To be like God, we have to act  in righteousness.  There’s more to the Christian life than 
learning a set of beliefs - we have to live out our beliefs.  The Bible tells us that God will, 
“ lead us  in paths of righteousness for His name’s sake,” but ultimately, it’s our choice 
whether we follow or not.  
 

Leader Share  ➟    Briefly  share with your group one or two ways that you feel God has helped 
you to live righteously.  You might talk about: 

● The importance of  The Bible  in living a righteous life. 
● The importance of  God’s Spirit  in living a righteous life. 
● The importance of  God’s empowering grace  to live a righteous life. 
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● The importance of  the church  in living a righteous life (instruction, accountability, etc.) 
● The importance of  godly friendships  in living a righteous life. 
● Or  something not listed here  that you feel helps us to think and act in righteousness. 

 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 
● What are some ways that you feel God has helped you to live righteously? 
● How would you explain the difference between righteousness and 

self-righteousness? 
○ How can we pursue righteousness and avoid self-righteousness? 

 

Leader Note: Choose a member of your group to read Psalms 99:6-9. 
 

 PSALMS 99:6-9 
6 Moses and Aaron were among His priests; Samuel also was among those calling on His 
name.  They called to Yahweh and He answered them.     7 He spoke to them in a pillar of cloud; 
they kept His decrees and the statutes He gave them.   8 Lord our God, You answered them. 
You were a forgiving God to them, an avenger of their sinful actions.   9 Exalt the LORD our God; 
how in worship at His holy mountain, for the LORD our God is holy. 
 

God listens to us when we call on His name, and He is faithful to answer!  During these 
verses, we see that He wants to speak into our lives.  And when He speaks, He wants us to 
listen and respond.  
 

Because God is fair, just and righteous, He can be totally trusted.  He deserves our 
complete faith.  People who walked with God - people like Moses and Samuel - modelled 
this type of trust in Him.  When God spoke, they listened and they trusted. 
 

Leader Share  ➟   Share an example of someone in Scripture that really impresses you with 
their absolute trust in God.  Take some time to reread their story prior to the group meeting to 
refresh your memory of the setting and details.  Talk  briefly  about why their example means 
so much to you. 
 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 
● What are some of the benefits to trusting God completely and following His leading 

even when it’s hard?  
● Can you think of a time when you chose to trust God and step out in faith even 

though there were some risks involved?  How did God reward your obedience? 
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ENDING COMMENTS 
As we yield more and more of ourselves to God, we become more and more like Him in 
every area - including this amazing God-quality called holiness. 

● John the Baptist gave us a great picture of a surrendered life when he said that 
Jesus, “... must become greater and greater, and I must become less and less.” 
(John 3:30, NLT) 

● When we live with that mindset, we’re on the road to pursuing holiness, “... without 
which no man shall see the Lord.”  (Hebrews 12:14). 

 

CLOSING PRAYER 
 

DISMISS - 8:30PM 
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