
 

 
LESSON   SEVEN  

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS   -   7:30PM 
 

BEGIN   LESSON   -   7:33PM 
 

WELCOME 
Welcome   to   the   final   lesson   in   our   Home   Group   series    Better   Than   Before:   A   Look   into   the   Life 
of   Job. 

● Job   was   a   man   of   faith,   but   his   dedication   to   God   didn’t   earn   him   a   free   pass   when   it 
came   to   trouble   and   trials.   

● During   this   series,   we’ve   studied   his   story   and   seen   that   even   when   life   is   at   its   lowest, 
God   is   still   in   control.   

● If   we   keep   our   faith   in   Him,   we’ll   come   out   of   our   storms   better   and   wiser   people   than 
we   went   in. 

 
Leader   Note:   Remember   that   the   goal   of   Home   Groups   is   great   discussion!      Getting   through   all 
the   material   is   not   a   necessity.      Great   discussion   is!      If   you   don’t   finish   the   entire   lesson,   simply 
encourage   your   group   to   continue   studying   the   scriptures   covered   in   this   lesson   on   their   own. 
 
Leader   Note:   Before   beginning   the   lesson,   make   sure   you   print   out   the   Scripture   Handout   that 
includes   the   verses   from   each   section   in   tonight’s   lesson.      Choose   group   members   to   read   these 
scriptures   when   prompted   in   your   Leader   Outline. 
  

ICEBREAKER 
Have   you   ever   really   wanted   something   only   to   get   it   and   find   out   that   it’s   not   really   that 
great? 

 



 

LESSON   INTRODUCTION 
Sometimes   an   item   (or   an   idea)   seems   great   in   theory,   but   in   reality,   it’s   a   lot   di�erent   than 
we   imagined   it   to   be.      One   of   the   ideas   Job   continually   refers   back   to   in   his   conversations 
with   his   friends   is   his   desire   to   confront   God   in   court.      He   wants   to   meet   with   his   Creator 
face-to-face   and   argue   his   case.      In   Job’s   opinion,   God   has   been   unfair,   and   he   longs   for   the 
opportunity   to   prove   it   to   Him. 
 
In   Chapter   23,   he   says,   “ 2 My   complaint   today   is   still   a   bitter   one,   and   I   try   hard   not   to   groan 
aloud.       3 If   only   I   knew   where   to   find   God,   I   would   go   to   His   court.    4 I   would   lay   out   my   case   and 
present   my   arguments. 
 
In   Chapter   31,   he   demanded,    35 “Let   the   Almighty   answer   me…” 
 
Job   is   about   to   get   his   wish.      But   instead   of   asking   the   questions,   he   will   be   answering   them. 
Instead   of   putting   God   on   the   witness   stand   and   grilling   Him   about   the   way   he’s   been 
treated,   it’s   Job   that   will   find   himself   on   the   hotseat   for   what   undoubtedly   seemed   like   an 
eternity.      It   was   certainly   more   than   enough   time   for   him   to   recognize   that   he   made   a 
mistake   in   questioning   God’s   wisdom,   His   justice   and   His   ways. 
 

DISCUSSION   QUESTIONS 

As   we’ll   see   later   in   this   chapter,   Job   will   learn   from   his   mistake.      But   that’s   not   always   the 
case.      Some   people   never   learn   from   the   mistakes   they   make.      They   continue   to   repeat   the 
same   harmful   behaviors   and   reap   the   same   negative   results. 

● What   are   some   di�erences   between   people   who   learn   from   their   mistakes   and   those 
that   don’t? 

 
While   it   can   certainly   be   painful,   there   are   some   life   lessons   that   we   only   seem   to   learn 
through   trial   and   error. 

● What   are   some   things   you’ve   learned   in   life   by   a   process   of   trial   and   error? 
 

SECTION   ONE 
Leader   Note:   Have   a   group   member   read   the   scriptures   from   Section   One   (Job   38:1-13,   18-21). 
 
Job   38:1-13,   18-21       1 Then   the   LORD   answered   Job   from   the   whirlwind:    2 "Who   is   this   that 
questions   My   wisdom   with   such   ignorant   words?    3 Brace   yourself   like   a   man,   because   I   have 
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some   questions   for   you,   and   you   must   answer   them.    4 "Where   were   you   when   I   laid   the 
foundations   of   the   earth?   Tell   Me,   if   you   know   so   much.    5 Who   determined   its   dimensions   and 
stretched   out   the   surveying   line?    6 What   supports   its   foundations,   and   who   laid   its   cornerstone 
7 as   the   morning   stars   sang   together   and   all   the   angels   shouted   for   joy?    8 "Who   kept   the   sea 
inside   its   boundaries   as   it   burst   from   the   womb,    9 and   as   I   clothed   it   with   clouds   and   wrapped   it 
in   thick   darkness?    10 For   I   locked   it   behind   barred   gates,   limiting   its   shores.    11 I   said,   'This   far   and 
no   farther   will   you   come.   Here   your   proud   waves   must   stop!'    12 "Have   you   ever   commanded   the 
morning   to   appear   and   caused   the   dawn   to   rise   in   the   east?    13 Have   you   made   daylight   spread 
to   the   ends   of   the   earth,   to   bring   an   end   to   the   night's   wickedness?...    18 Do   you   realize   the   extent 
of   the   earth?   Tell   Me   about   it   if   you   know!       19 "Where   does   light   come   from,   and   where   does 
darkness   go?    20 Can   you   take   each   to   its   home?   Do   you   know   how   to   get   there?    21 But   of   course 
you   know   all   this!   For   you   were   born   before   it   was   all   created,   and   you   are   so   very   experienced! 
 
This   was   just   the   beginning   of   over   70   questions   God   would   asked   Job   over   the   course   of   the 
next   two   chapters.      Job   wanted   God   to   explain   His   motives.      Instead,   God   displays   His   power. 
 
Beginning   with   creation,   God   takes   Job   on   a   tour   of   His   divine   activities,   stopping   along   the 
way   to   give   him   the   chance   to   one-up   Him   if   he   could.      If   Job   thought   he   could   handle   things 
better   than   God,   he   could   start   by   proving   it…   not   with   speeches,   but   with   power.   In   other 
words,   God   is   saying,   “Before   you   critique   Me,   why   don’t   you   compare   yourself   to   Me,   and 
see   where   you   stand.” 
 
One   of   the   many   amazing   things   we   can   take   away   from   this   description   of   God’s   power   is 
that   He   has   a   specific   plan   for   everything   He   created.      From   the   stars   to   the   seas,   God 
mapped   it   all   out   perfectly.      Did   Job   really   think   that   God   had   a   purpose   for   the   planets   but 
not   for   people?      Did   he   really   believe   that   the   same   God   that   designed   the   seasons,   the 
atmosphere   and   the   animals   didn’t   have   a   design   for   his   life?      There   will   be   times   when   we 
don’t   know   the   plan,   and   other   times   when   we   don’t   like   it.      But   God   does   have   one,   and   it’s 
perfect   -   just   like   He   is. 
 

DISCUSSION   QUESTIONS 

God   gives   Job   a   tour   of   His   divine   activities.      He   chooses   to   display   His   power   rather   than 
explaining   His   motives. 

● Is   there   a   moment   that   stands   out   in   your   mind   when   you   saw   God’s   power   on   display 
firsthand? 
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Some   parts   of   God’s   plan   for   Job’s   life   were   a   complete   surprise   to   him.      At   the   beginning   of 
his   story,   the   unexpected   events   he   experienced   were   extremely   painful.      At   the   end, 
however,   he   receives   some   equally   unexpected   blessings. 

● When   you   look   back   over   your   life,   what   are   some   things   God   has   blessed   you   with 
that   you   didn’t   expect? 

 
SECTION   TWO 
Leader   Note:   Have   a   group   member   read   the   scriptures   from   Section   Two   (Job   40:1-8,   15,   16,   18, 
24). 
 
Job   40:1-8,   15,   16,   18,   24       1 Then   the   LORD   said   to   Job,    2 "Do   you   still   want   to   argue   with   the 
Almighty?   You   are   God's   critic,   but   do   you   have   the   answers?"    3 Then   Job   replied   to   the   LORD,    4 "I 
am   nothing—how   could   I   ever   find   the   answers?   I   will   cover   my   mouth   with   my   hand.    5 I   have 
said   too   much   already.   I   have   nothing   more   to   say."    6 Then   the   LORD   answered   Job   from   the 
whirlwind:    7 "Brace   yourself   like   a   man,   because   I   have   some   questions   for   you,   and   you   must 
answer   them.    8 "Will   you   discredit   My   justice   and   condemn   Me   just   to   prove   you   are   right?    9 Are 
you   as   strong   as   God?   Can   you   thunder   with   a   voice   like   His?   …    15 "Take   a   look   at   Behemoth, 
which   I   made,   just   as   I   made   you.   It   eats   grass   like   an   ox.       16 See   its   powerful   loins   and   the 
muscles   of   its   belly.       18 Its   bones   are   tubes   of   bronze.   Its   limbs   are   bars   of   iron...       24 No   one   can 
catch   it   o�   guard   or   put   a   ring   in   its   nose   and   lead   it   away. 
 
Job   41:1-3,   8-10      "Can   you   catch   Leviathan   with   a   hook   or   put   a   noose   around   its   jaw?    2 Can   you 
tie   it   with   a   rope   through   the   nose   or   pierce   its   jaw   with   a   spike?    3 Will   it   beg   you   for   mercy   or 
implore   you   for   pity?...    8 If   you   lay   a   hand   on   it,   you   will   certainly   remember   the   battle   that 
follows.   You   won't   try   that   again!    9 No,   it   is   useless   to   try   to   capture   it.   The   hunter   who   attempts 
it   will   be   knocked   down.    10 And   since   no   one   dares   to   disturb   it,   who   then   can   stand   up   to   Me? 
11 Who   has   given   Me   anything   that   I   need   to   pay   back?   Everything   under   heaven   is   Mine. 
 
God’s   first   speech   was   designed   to   humble   Job,   and   it   worked. 

● Earlier   in   the   book,   Job   said   ,   “ I   will   say   to   God ,   'Don't   simply   condemn   me—tell   me 
the   charge   You   are   bringing   against   me.”      (Job   10:2) 

○ But   now   that   he’s   in   God’s   presence,    he   has   nothing   to   say. 
● At   one   point   during   his   trial,   he   said   to   God,   “ 2 Now   summon   me,   and    I   will   answer !” 

(Job   13:22) 
○ 70+   questions   later,   he   knew   that    he   didn’t   have   any   answers   to   give.    

● In   Chapter   31,   he   had   said,   “I   would    come   before   [God]   like   a   prince .”  
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○ Instead,   he   approaches   God    like   a   servant. 
 
Job   tried   to   end   the   confrontation   by   claiming   he   had   nothing   more   to   say,   but   God   wasn’t 
finished   yet.      Humility   wasn’t   enough.      The   lesson   wasn’t   over   until   Job   had   repented. 
 
God’s   second   speech   centers   around   two   of   the   most   powerful   creatures   known   to   man:   the 
behemoth   (commonly   believed   to   be   a   reference   to   the   hippopotamus)   and   the   leviathan 
(commonly   believed   to   be   a   reference   to   the   crocodile).         Job   would   have   been   powerless   to 
confront   either   one   of   these   animals.      Did   he   think   he   was   ready   to   take   on   their   Creator?   
 

DISCUSSION   QUESTIONS 
A�er   only   a   few   moments   in   God’s   presence,   Job   found   out   that   he   didn’t   know   as   much   as 
he   thought   he   did. 

● How   does   spending   time   in   God’s   presence   help   to   keep   us   humble? 
 
Job   would   leave   this   encounter   with   more   respect,   more   reverence,   more   awe   and   more   fear 
of   God   than   he’d   ever   had   at   any   other   time   in   his   life. 

● What   examples   come   to   mind   when   you   think   about   events   or   experiences   in   your   life 
that   have   increased   your   respect,   reverence   and   fear   of   God? 

 

SECTION   THREE 
Leader   Note:   Have   a   group   member   read   the   scriptures   from   Section   Three   (Job   x:x-x). 
 
Job   42:1-5       1 Then   Job   replied   to   the   LORD:    2 "I   know   that   You   can   do   anything,   and   no   one   can 
stop   You.    3 You   asked,   'Who   is   this   that   questions   My   wisdom   with   such   ignorance?'   It   is   I—and   I 
was   talking   about   things   I   knew   nothing   about,   things   far   too   wonderful   for   me.    4 You   said, 
'Listen   and   I   will   speak!   I   have   some   questions   for   you,   and   you   must   answer   them.'    5 I   had   only 
heard   about   You   before,   but   now   I   have   seen   You   with   my   own   eyes.    6 I   take   back   everything   I 
said,   and   I   sit   in   dust   and   ashes   to   show   my   repentance." 
 
In   his   second   response   to   God,   Job   goes   beyond   humility   into   true   repentance.      It’s 
important   to   realize   what   God   is   calling   Job   to   repent   for.      Job’s   trial   wasn’t   brought   on   by 
any   sin   he   had   committed   (as   his   three   friends   continued   to   insist).      They   had   spoken   in 
error,   and   God   would   rebuke   them   for   it.      Instead,   Job   is   called   to   repent   of   the   sins   he 
committed    during    his   trial   -   sins   of   bitterness   and   pride.   
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With   the   fight   completely   gone   out   of   him,   Job   quickly   admits   that   he   had   been   a   fool   to 
question   God’s   wisdom   and   His   ways.      He   takes   back   all   of   his   complaints   and   accusations. 
At   the   beginning   of   the   book,   Job   sat   in   dust   and   ashes   to   grieve   over   his   losses.      Now,   he   sits 
in   them   again   to   grieve   over   his   sin. 
 
Before   his   trial,   Job’s   knowledge   of   God   was   second   hand.      He   had   heard   things   about   God, 
but   now   he’s   had   a   personal   encounter   with   Him.      Though   God   will   shortly   restore   and 
double   all   of   Job’s   physical   possessions,   the   most   valuable   thing   he   le�   his   trial   with   was   a 
deeper   understanding   of   God   -   and   a   closer   walk   with   Him   because   of   it.      His   faith   in   God   had 
now   been   tried,   purified   and   proven   -   and   he   would   be   a   better   husband,   a   better   father,   a 
better   friend   and   a   better   judge   because   of   it. 
 

DISCUSSION   QUESTIONS 

All   it   took   was   one   encounter   with   God   for   all   the   “fight”   to   go   out   of   Job.      What   he   did   in 
minutes   sometimes   takes   others   years.      Fighting   against   God   always   results   in   pain   -   both   for 
the   person   resisting   and   for   the   people   who   love   them   and   have   to   watch   it   happen. 

● Have   you   ever   gone   through   a   time   in   your   life   when   you   were   resisting   God’s   will   in   a 
situation?      What   helped   you   to   finally   submit   to   Him? 

 
Before   his   encounter   with   God,   Job   had   only   heard   about   Him.      Now   he   has   seen   and 
experienced   His   presence   firsthand. 

● Can   you   think   of   a   time   when   you   experienced   something   with   God   that   you   had   only 
heard   about   before? 

 

SECTION   FOUR 
Leader   Note:   Have   a   group   member   read   the   scriptures   from   Section   Four   (Job   x:x-x). 
 
Job   42:7-17          7 A�er   the   LORD   had   finished   speaking   to   Job,   He   said   to   Eliphaz   the   Temanite:   "I 
am   angry   with   you   and   your   two   friends,   for   you   have   not   spoken   accurately   about   Me,   as   My 
servant   Job   has.       8 So   take   seven   bulls   and   seven   rams   and   go   to   My   servant   Job   and   o�er   a 
burnt   o�ering   for   yourselves.   My   servant   Job   will   pray   for   you,   and   I   will   accept   his   prayer   on 
your   behalf.   I   will   not   treat   you   as   you   deserve,   for   you   have   not   spoken   accurately   about   Me,   as 
My   servant   Job   has."    9 So   Eliphaz   the   Temanite,   Bildad   the   Shuhite,   and   Zophar   the   Naamathite 
did   as   the   LORD   commanded   them,   and   the   LORD   accepted   Job's   prayer.             10 When   Job   prayed 
for   his   friends,   the   LORD   restored   his   fortunes.   In   fact,   the   LORD   gave   him   twice   as   much   as 
before!    11 Then   all   his   brothers,   sisters,   and   former   friends   came   and   feasted   with   him   in   his 
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home.   And   they   consoled   him   and   comforted   him   because   of   all   the   trials   the   LORD   had   brought 
against   him.   And   each   of   them   brought   him   a   gi�   of   money   and   a   gold   ring.    12 So   the   LORD 
blessed   Job   in   the   second   half   of   his   life   even   more   than   in   the   beginning.   For   now   he   had 
14,000   sheep,   6,000   camels,   1,000   teams   of   oxen,   and   1,000   female   donkeys.    13 He   also   gave   Job 
seven   more   sons   and   three   more   daughters.    14 He   named   his   first   daughter   Jemimah,   the 
second   Keziah,   and   the   third   Keren-happuch.    15 In   all   the   land   no   women   were   as   lovely   as   the 
daughters   of   Job.   And   their   father   put   them   into   his   will   along   with   their   brothers.    16 Job   lived 
140   years   a�er   that,   living   to   see   four   generations   of   his   children   and   grandchildren.    17 Then   he 
died,   an   old   man   who   had   lived   a   long,   full   life. 
 

God   immediately   gives   Job   the   opportunity   to   demonstrate   that   his   repentance   was 
genuine.      Once   the   trial   had   begun,   bitterness   and   pride   had   crept   into   his   heart.      It’s   no 
accident   his      first   assignment   a�er   his   encounter   with   God   was   to   intercede   and   pray   for   the 
very   people   that   had   treated   him   so   horribly.   
 
At   di�erent   points   in   their   speeches,   Job’s   three   friends   had: 

● insulted   him 
● accused   him   of   committing   terrible   sins 
● called   him   a   liar  
● and   told   him   that   he   deserved   all   hardships   that   had   come   upon   him   (and   much   more 

besides).   
 
If   there   was   bitterness   or   pride   le�   in   his   heart,   it   would   show   itself   in   his   treatment   of   the 
three   men   that   hurt   (instead   of   helped   him)   in   his   time   of   need.      Job   passed   the   test   with 
flying   colors.      The   Bible   identifies   the   exact   moment   that   restoration   took   place   in   Job’s   life. 
The   Lord   didn’t   restore   his   fortunes   until   he   prayed   for   his   friends.   
 

DISCUSSION   QUESTIONS 

● How   does   praying   for   people   that   have   hurt   us   help   us   get   rid   of   any   bitterness   we 
might   be   harboring   against   them? 

● Why   do   you   think   God   waited   until   Job   prayed   for   his   friends   to   restore   his   fortunes? 
 

● What’s   one   way   that   studying   Job’s   story   has   been   a   blessing   to   you? 
 

ENDING   COMMENTS 
There   are   three   major   views   about   Job’s   su�ering   that   are   displayed   throughout   the   book: 
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● Job’s   three   friends   believed   that   he   was   being    disciplined. 
● Job   himself   believed   that   he   was   being    destroyed. 
● Elihu   said   that   Job   was   being    directed. 

 
In   reality,   Job’s   trial   was   about: 

●     Demonstration  
○ He   was   living   proof   that   there   are   people   that   serve   the   Lord   for    who   He   is,    not 

just   for    what   they   can   get   out   of   it .   
● Development 

● God   used   this   trial   to   develop   and   deepen   his   faith. 
 
His   story   is   a   great   example   of    Romans   8:28:   And   we   know   that   all   things   work   together 
for   good   to   them   that   love   God,   to   them   who   are   the   called   according   to   his   purpose. 

● As   we   close   in   prayer   tonight,   let’s   thank   God   for   that   promise,   and   claim   it   in   our   own 
lives. 

 

CLOSING   PRAYER 
 
 

DISMISS   -   8:30PM 
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