
 

 
LESSON   SIX 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS   -   7:30PM 
 

BEGIN   LESSON   -   7:33PM 
 

WELCOME 
Welcome   to   the   next   lesson   in   our   Home   Group   series    Better   Than   Before:   A   Look   into   the   Life 
of   Job. 

● Job   was   a   man   of   faith,   but   his   dedication   to   God   didn’t   earn   him   a   free   pass   when   it 
came   to   trouble   and   trials.   

● During   this   series,   we’ll   study   his   story   and   see   that   even   when   life   is   at   its   lowest,   God 
is   still   in   control.   

● If   we   keep   our   faith   in   Him,   we’ll   come   out   of   our   storms   better   and   wiser   people   than 
we   went   in. 

 
Leader   Note:   Remember   that   the   goal   of   Home   Groups   is   great   discussion!      Getting   through   all 
the   material   is   not   a   necessity.      Great   discussion   is!      If   you   don’t   finish   the   entire   lesson,   simply 
encourage   your   group   to   continue   studying   the   scriptures   covered   in   this   lesson   on   their   own.  
 
Leader   Note:   Before   beginning   the   lesson,   make   sure   you   print   out   the   Scripture   Handout   that 
includes   the   verses   from   each   section   in   tonight’s   lesson.      Choose   group   members   to   read   these 
scriptures   when   prompted   in   your   Leader   Outline. 
  

ICEBREAKER 
If   you   had   the   opportunity   to   give   a   young   person   some   advice,   what   would   you    most    want   to 
tell   them? 

 



LESSON   INTRODUCTION 
As   we   get   older,   we   learn   valuable   lessons   through   our   life   experiences   that   can   help   the 
younger   generation   avoid   unnecessary   pain   and   costly   mistakes   (if   they   listen!).      Common 
sense   tells   us   that   older   people   should   advise   younger   people,   not   vice   versa.      But   in 
tonight’s   lesson,   we’ll   meet   a    young    man   that   tried   to   teach   an    old    man   a   thing   or   two.   
 
Each   one   of   Job’s   friends   had   three   opportunities   to   convince   him   to   see   things   their   way. 
They   took   turns   sharing   with   him   the   wisdom   they   had   gained   through   the   years.      Job   (a 
respected   elder   and   judge   himself)   responded   by   saying   that   they   weren’t   telling   him 
anything   he   didn’t   already   know,   and    he   wasn’t   about   to   change   his   views   or   his   attitude. 
In    Job   27:5 ,   he   told   them,    “ 5 I'll   never   admit   you   people   are   right.   Until   I   die,   I'll   say   I'm 
telling   the   truth.       6 I'll   continue   to   say   I'm   right.   I'll   never   let   go   of   that.   I   won't   blame 
myself   as   long   as   I   live.”    (NIrV)   If   it   came   down   to   it,   he   would   die   believing   that   he   was 
righteous,   and   his   situation   was   unjust.  
 
When   the   four   elders   came   to   a   stalemate,   we   find   out   that   there’s   someone   else   that’s   been 
watching   and   listening   to   their   conversation.      And   he   wasn’t   very   happy   with   Job   or   his   three 
friends.      Elihu,   a   younger   man,   waited   until   his   elders   had   finished   their   debate   before 
weighing   in   with   his   opinion.  
   

DISCUSSION   QUESTIONS 
A�er   three   rounds   of   speeches,   Job’s   friends   were   still   unable   to   get   him   to   change   his 
perspective. 

● Are   there   times   that   being   stubborn   can   help   us   as   Christians?      If   so,   when? 
● How   can   being   stubborn   cause   problems   for   us   in   our   walk   with   God? 

 
Elihu   watched   for   a   long   time   as   Job’s   friends   tried   unsuccessfully   to   convince   him   to   change 
his   perspective.  

● What   are   some   mistakes   you’ve   seen   people   make   in   trying   to   convince   others   to 
change? 

● Has   there   ever   been   a   time   in   your   life   when   your   perspective   was   completely   wrong 
about   something?      What   did   the   people   around   you   do   that   helped   you   see   your 
mistake   and   change? 

 

SECTION   ONE 
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Leader   Note:   Have   a   group   member   read   the   scriptures   from   Section   One   (Job   32:1-9,   11,   12,   16, 
17). 
 
Job   32:1-9,   11,   12,   16,   17       1 Job's   three   friends   refused   to   reply   further   to   him   because   he   kept 
insisting   on   his   innocence.    2 Then   Elihu   son   of   Barakel   the   Buzite,   of   the   clan   of   Ram,   became 
angry.   He   was   angry   because   Job   refused   to   admit   that   he   had   sinned   and   that   God   was   right 
in   punishing   him.    3 He   was   also   angry   with   Job's   three   friends,   for   they   made   God   appear   to   be 
wrong   by   their   inability   to   answer   Job's   arguments.    4 Elihu   had   waited   for   the   others   to   speak   to 
Job   because   they   were   older   than   he.    5 But   when   he   saw   that   they   had   no   further   reply,   he   spoke 
out   angrily.    6 Elihu   son   of   Barakel   the   Buzite   said,   "I   am   young   and   you   are   old,   so   I   held   back 
from   telling   you   what   I   think.    7 I   thought,   'Those   who   are   older   should   speak,   for   wisdom   comes 
with   age.'    8 But   there   is   a   spirit   within   people,   the   breath   of   the   Almighty   within   them,   that 
makes   them   intelligent.    9 Sometimes   the   elders   are   not   wise.   Sometimes   the   aged   do   not 
understand   justice…    11 "I   have   waited   all   this   time,   listening   very   carefully   to   your   arguments, 
listening   to   you   grope   for   words.    12 I   have   listened,   but   not   one   of   you   has   refuted   Job   or 
answered   his   arguments….    16 Should   I   continue   to   wait,   now   that   you   are   silent?   Must   I   also 
remain   silent?    17 No,   I   will   say   my   piece.   I   will   speak   my   mind. 
 
Job   refused   to   stop   talking   about   the   unfairness   of   his   situation.      This   infuriated   Elihu.      It 
made   him   even   madder   that   Eliphaz,   Bildad   and   Zophar   had   been   unable   to   answer   his 
accusations.      He   had   listened   to   all   the   foolishness   he   could   stand,   and   he   was   ready   to   give 
all   of   them   a   piece   of   his   mind   (6   chapters   worth   of   it!). 
 
Elihu   definitely   felt   that   he   had   the   right   to   be   angry,   and   he    refused   to   speak   about   Job   or 
his   three   friends   behind   their   backs.       Instead   of   gossiping   about   them,    he   confronted 
them   directly ,   and   he    gave   Job   several   opportunities   to   respond   to   his   comments. 
 
Elihu   used   Job’s   name   ten   times   during   their   conversation   -   something   that   Job’s   three 
friends   never   did   even   once.       He   sees   Job   as   a   person,   not   just   a   problem.      He   doesn’t   hide 
the   fact   that   he’s   out   to   correct   Job,   but   he   also   tries   to   connect   with   him   along   the   way. 
He   attempts   to   find   common   ground   with   Job   through   statements   like   this:   “Look,   you   and   I 
both   belong   to   God.   I,   too,   was   formed   from   clay.      So   you   don't   need   to   be   afraid   of   me.   I 
won't   come   down   hard   on   you.”   (Job   33:6-7) 
 
A   lot   of   his   comments   would   absolutely   qualify   as   tough   love,    but     Elihu   seems   to   have   a 
genuine   concern   for   Job,   a   willingness   to   hear   him   out   and   a   desire   to   see   him   restored. 
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He   tells   him   in   Job   33:32,   “...   if   you   have   anything   to   say,   go   ahead.      Speak,   for   I   am   anxious   to 
see   you   justified.”   
 
He   didn’t   shy   away   from   the   telling   Job   where   he   was   wrong,    but   Elihu   also   tried   to   bring 
hope    to   him   through   statements   like   this   one   in   Job   36:16   -   "God   is   leading   you   away   from 
danger,   Job,   to   a   place   free   from   distress.   He   is   setting   your   table   with   the   best   food.” 
 

DISCUSSION   QUESTIONS 

Elihu   refused   to   gossip   about   Job   or   his   three   friends   behind   their   back.      Instead,   he 
confronts   Job   directly   about   the   problems   he   has   with   him   and   gives   him   a   chance   to 
respond. 

● What   are   some   problems   that   are   created   by   talking   about   people   behind   their   back?   
● What   are   some   of   the   positives   that   can   come   out   of   healthy   confrontation? 

○ Leader   Note:   You   might   mention   that   confrontation   here   refers   to,   “Speaking 
directly   to   a   person   about   any   problems   you   might   have   with   them   and   giving 
them   the   opportunity   to   respond.” 

● Why   do   people   sometimes   avoid   confrontation   even   when   it’s   necessary?      What   kind   of 
problems   does   this   create? 

● What’s   the   right   way   to   confront   someone?      What’s   the   wrong   way? 
 

SECTION   TWO 
Leader   Note:   Have   a   group   member   read   the   scriptures   from   Section   Two   (Job   35:1-8,   13-16). 
 
Job   35:1-8,   13-16       1 Then   Elihu   said:    2 "Do   you   think   it   is   right   for   you   to   claim,   'I   am   righteous 
before   God'?    3 For   you   also   ask,   'What's   in   it   for   me?   What's   the   use   of   living   a   righteous   life?'    4 "I 
will   answer   you   and   all   your   friends,   too.    5 Look   up   into   the   sky,   and   see   the   clouds   high   above 
you.    6 If   you   sin,   how   does   that   a�ect   God?   Even   if   you   sin   again   and   again,   what   e�ect   will   it 
have   on   Him?    7 If   you   are   good,   is   this   some   great   gi�   to   Him?   What   could   you   possibly   give   Him? 
8 No,   your   sins   a�ect   only   people   like   yourself,   and   your   good   deeds   also   a�ect   only   humans… 
13 But   it   is   wrong   to   say   God   doesn't   listen,   to   say   the   Almighty   isn't   concerned.    14 You   say   you 
can't   see   Him,   but   He   will   bring   justice   if   you   will   only   wait.    15 You   say   He   does   not   respond   to 
sinners   with   anger   and   is   not   greatly   concerned   about   wickedness.    16 But   you   are   talking 
nonsense,   Job.   You   have   spoken   like   a   fool." 
 

Eliphaz,   Bildad   and   Zophar   claimed   Job   was    su�ering   because   of   his   sin .      Elihu   says   that 
Job   is    sinning    IN    his   su�ering .   
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By   this   point,   Job   has    crossed   the   line    by   accusing   God   of   being   unjust,   unkind   and 
unconcerned   in   di�erent   places   throughout   the   book.          Declaring   his   innocence   was   fine. 
Questioning   God’s   justice   and   character   was   not.   
 
Hurling   accusations   at   God   won’t   a�ect   Him   at   all,   but   it   will   absolute   impact   us.      When   we 
decide   to   get   bitter   towards   God   or   give   in   to   unbelief,   God   isn’t   any   less   powerful.      He   is   God 
whether   we   believe   in   Him   or   not.      Making   the   decision   to   turn   on   Him   won’t   lessen   who   He 
is,   but   it   will   drastically   impact   our   lives.      Without   God,   we   become   less   in   every   way.      Less 
loving,   less   patient,   less   righteous,   less   truthful,   less   content,   less   joyful…   and   the   list   goes 
on. 
 
Job   was   wrong   to   say   that   God   didn’t   care,   and   Elihu   encourages   Job   to   hang   in   there   and   be 
patient.      God   will   come   through.      He   didn’t   know   how   right   he   was.      Job   is   now   just   a   few 
short   chapters   away   from   full   restoration. 
 

DISCUSSION   QUESTIONS 
Hurling   accusations   at   God   won’t   a�ect   Him   at   all,   but   it   will   absolute   impact   us. 

● How   does   accusing   God   of   being   unkind   and   unconcerned   impact   us? 
● What   are   some   reasons   we   should   be   careful   about   how   we   speak   to   God   even   when 

we’re   hurting?      What’s   OK   and   what’s   not   OK   in   our   communication   with   Him? 
 
At   this   point   in   the   book,   Job’s   restoration   is   right   around   the   corner. 

● Can   you   think   of   a   time   that   one   of   your   trials   came   to   an   end   seemingly   overnight? 
What   happened? 

● It’s   o�en   said   that   the   enemy   fights   us   the   hardest   right   before   we   experience   a 
breakthrough.      Have   you   ever   experienced   this?      What   did   you   learn   from   this 
situation? 

 

SECTION   THREE 
Leader   Note:   Have   a   group   member   read   the   scriptures   from   Section   Three   (Job   36:1-2,   7-10,   16, 
17;   Job   37:14-16,   19-20). 
 
Job   36:1-2,   7-10,   16,   17       1 Elihu   continued   speaking:    2 "Let   me   go   on,   and   I   will   show   you   the   truth. 
For   I   have   not   finished   defending   God!...    7 He   never   takes   His   eyes   o�   the   innocent,   but   He   sets 
them   on   thrones   with   kings   and   exalts   them   forever.    8 If   they   are   bound   in   chains   and   caught   up 
in   a   web   of   trouble,    9 He   shows   them   the   reason.   He   shows   them   their   sins   of   pride.    10 He   gets 
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their   attention   and   commands   that   they   turn   from   evil…    16 "God   is   leading   you   away   from 
danger,   Job,   to   a   place   free   from   distress.   He   is   setting   your   table   with   the   best   food.    17 But   you 
are   obsessed   with   whether   the   godless   will   be   judged.   Don't   worry,   judgment   and   justice   will   be 
upheld. 
 
Job   37:14-16,   19-20       14 "Pay   attention   to   this,   Job.   Stop   and   consider   the   wonderful   miracles   of 
God!       15 Do   you   know   how   God   controls   the   storm   and   causes   the   lightning   to   flash   from   His 
clouds?       16 Do   you   understand   how   He   moves   the   clouds   with   wonderful   perfection   and   skill?... 
19 "So   teach   the   rest   of   us   what   to   say   to   God.   We   are   too   ignorant   to   make   our   own   arguments. 
20 Should   God   be   notified   that   I   want   to   speak?   Can   people   even   speak   when   they   are   confused? 
 
Job’s   three   friends   saw   his   su�ering   as   proof   that   he   was   ungodly.      Job   saw   it   as   proof   that 
God   has   forsaken   him.      Elihu   sees   it   as   proof   that   God   is   helping   Job   to   become   a   better   man. 
In   his   view,   the   trial   was   sent   to   develop   Job,   not   to   destroy   him.   But   Job’s   outlook   was 
interfering   with   what   God   intended   to   do.      The   first   problem   he   mentions   is   Job’s 
preoccupation   with   whether   or   not   the   wicked   will   be   judged.   
 
Job   had   commented   several   times   during   his   speeches   that   evil   people   aren’t   punished.      In 
fact,   he   says   that   they   prosper.      Elihu   tells   Job   not   to   worry   about   what   God   will   do   to   wicked 
people.      Justice   would   one   day   be   served,   but   constantly   questioning   why   some   people   seem 
to   get   o�   easy   wasn’t   helping   him   at   all.       He   shouldn’t   compare   his   situation   with   theirs .  
 
Elihu   is   sure   that   when   innocent   people   are   “caught   up   in   a   web   of   trouble,”   (as   Job   is)   God 
will   show   them   why.      He   specifically   mentions   the   fact   that   God   will   expose   their   pride,   and 
he   sees   plenty   of   it   in   Job.      Anyone   that   wanted   “...   argue   [his]   case”   against   his   Creator   in 
court   definitely   needed   an   attitude   adjustment   in   Elihu’s   opinion.   
 
God   will   soon   speak,   and   He   uses   many   of   the   arguments   Elihu   does   in   his   closing   comments 
to   Job.      Can   Job,   a   mere   man,   make   an   argument   against   God?      Can   he   even   understand   the 
ways   of   his   Creator,   much   less   correct   Him?  
 

DISCUSSION   QUESTIONS 

When   Job   compares   God’s   treatment   of   him   with   how   He   treats   the   wicked,   he’s   outraged.   
● What   are   some   of   the   problems   that   result   from   comparing   ourselves   to   others? 
● Do   you   think   that   staying   away   from   comparisons   is   harder   than   ever   in   our 

generation?      Why   or   why   not? 
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● What   are   some   ways   we   can   avoid   (or   lessen)   the   temptation   to   compare   ourselves   to 
others? 

 

ENDING   COMMENTS 
Elihu   said   that   Job   was,   “...obsessed   with   whether   the   godless   will   be   judged.” 

● The   more   he   focused   what   he   felt   was   unjust,   the   more   upset   he   got. 
 
There’s   enough   bad   news   and   injustice   in   our   world   today   to   consume   our   attention   24/7   if 
we   allow   it. 

● Continually   dwelling   on   the   negative   definitely   doesn’t   help   when   it   comes   to   building 
faith   for   the   future.   

● There   are   times   when   we   need   God’s   help   to   find   hope.      Staying   positive   can   be 
especially   di�icult   when   we’re   in   a   tough   situation! 

 
Let’s   center   our   prayer   tonight   around   this   verse   from   the   book   of   Philippians: 

● Philippians   4:8   (NLT)      ...Fix   your   thoughts   on   what   is   true,   and   honorable,   and   right, 
and   pure,   and   lovely,   and   admirable.   Think   about   things   that   are   excellent   and   worthy 
of   praise. 

● Let’s   ask   God   to   help   us   do   just   that! 

 
CLOSING   PRAYER 
 

DISMISS   -   8:30PM 
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