
 

 
LESSON   FIVE  

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS   -   7:30PM 
 

BEGIN   LESSON   -   7:33PM 
 

WELCOME 
Welcome   to   the   next   lesson   in   our   Home   Group   series    Better   Than   Before:   A   Look   into   the   Life 
of   Job. 

● Job   was   a   man   of   faith,   but   his   dedication   to   God   didn’t   earn   him   a   free   pass   when   it 
came   to   trouble   and   trials.   

● During   this   series,   we’ll   study   his   story   and   see   that   even   when   life   is   at   its   lowest,   God 
is   still   in   control.   

● If   we   keep   our   faith   in   Him,   we’ll   come   out   of   our   storms   better   and   wiser   people   than 
we   went   in. 

 
Leader   Note:   Remember   that   the   goal   of   Home   Groups   is   great   discussion!      Getting   through   all 
the   material   is   not   a   necessity.      Great   discussion   is!      If   you   don’t   finish   the   entire   lesson,   simply 
encourage   your   group   to   continue   studying   the   scriptures   covered   in   this   lesson   on   their   own. 
 
Leader   Note:   Before   beginning   the   lesson,   make   sure   you   print   out   the   Scripture   Handout   that 
includes   the   verses   from   each   section   in   tonight’s   lesson.      Choose   group   members   to   read   these 
scriptures   when   prompted   in   your   Leader   Outline. 
  
 
 
 

 



ICEBREAKER 
Are   you   the   kind   of   person   that   likes   to   step   up   and   take   charge?   

● Rate   your   tendency   to   take   control   of   situations   on   a   scale   of   1-10   (1   being,   “I’m   a 
follower,   not   a   leader.      Just   tell   me   what   to   do.”      10   being,   “I   can   be   a   full-blown   control 
freak,   and   I   know   it.”) 

 
  

LESSON   INTRODUCTION 
There   are   certain   areas   of   our   lives   that   we   all   like   to   have   some   degree   of   control   over   - 
things   like   our   health,   our   finances,   our   family   and   our   future.      In   fact,   psychologists   tell   us 
that   one   of   our   basic   human   needs   is   a   sense   of   control.      We   don’t   usually   respond   well   when 
we   feel   like   our   lives   are   out   of   control,   and   there’s   nothing   we   can   do   about   it. 
 
For   a   season,   Job   had   virtually   no   control   over   the   things   that   happened   to   him.      There   was 
very   little   he   could   do   besides   wait   on   God.      During   tonight’s   lesson,   we’ll   hear   his   reaction   to 
being   placed   in   a   situation   that   was   beyond   his   ability   to   control.   
 
Waiting   can   be   tough,   and   at   times,   it   can   test   our   faith.      It’s   especially   di�icult   when   the 
solution   we’re   looking   for   is   nowhere   in   sight.      Desires   we   long   for,   prayers   we’ve   prayed   or 
news   we’re   waiting   to   hear   can   tempt   us   to   becoming   impatient,   discouraged   or   anxious.      It 
can   lead   us   to   take   matters   into   our   own   hands.      Or,   it   can   lead   us   to   trust   God   more   than   we 
ever   have.      Waiting   can   draw   us   closer   to   God,   or   draw   us   further   away   from   Him.   
 

DISCUSSION   QUESTIONS 

● How   can   being   in   a   situation   that’s   beyond   our   control   draw   us   closer   to   God? 
● What   are   some   problems   that   can   result   from   taking   matters   into   our   own   hands 

rather   than   waiting   on   God? 
● Have   ever   been   through   a   situation   that   was   beyond   your   ability   to   control?      What   did 

you   do   right?      What   would   you   choose   to   do   di�erently?  
 

SECTION   ONE 
In   Chapter   9,   Job   replies   to   the   comments   of   his   second   friend,   Bildad,   who   said   that   God 
never   judges   unfairly.   
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Leader   Note:   Have   a   group   member   read   the   scriptures   from   Section   One   (Job   9:1-4,   14-17, 
21-24). 
 
Job   9:1-4,   14-17,   21-24      Then   Job   spoke   again:       2 ...how   can   a   person   be   declared   innocent   in 
God's   sight?       3 If   someone   wanted   to   take   God   to   court,   would   it   be   possible   to   answer   Him   even 
once   in   a   thousand   times?       4 For   God   is   so   wise   and   so   mighty.   Who   has   ever   challenged   Him 
successfully?...    14 "So   who   am   I,   that   I   should   try   to   answer   God   or   even   reason   with   Him?       15 Even 
if   I   were   right,   I   would   have   no   defense.   I   could   only   plead   for   mercy.       16 And   even   if   I   summoned 
Him   and   He   responded,   I'm   not   sure   He   would   listen   to   me.       17 For   He   attacks   me   with   a   storm 
and   repeatedly   wounds   me   without   cause…       21 "I   am   innocent,   but   it   makes   no   di�erence   to 
me—I   despise   my   life.       22 Innocent   or   wicked,   it   is   all   the   same   to   God.   That's   why   I   say,   'He 
destroys   both   the   blameless   and   the   wicked.'       23 When   a   plague   sweeps   through,   He   laughs   at 
the   death   of   the   innocent.       24 The   whole   earth   is   in   the   hands   of   the   wicked,   and   God   blinds   the 
eyes   of   the   judges.   If   He's   not   the   One   who   does   it,   who   is?...  
 

We’ve   seen   how   Job’s   friends   mixed   truth   with   error   in   their   comments   to   him.      This   time,   it’s 
Job   that’s   guilty   of   the   same.      He’s   right   in   saying   that   we   could   never   challenge   God   and 
win.      The   whole   idea   of   sinful   people   taking   a   sinless   God   to   court   is   pretty   hilarious.      We 
couldn’t   bring   a   single   charge   against   Him,   but   if   He   decided   to   start   bringing   up   our 
o�ences,   we’d   be   in   trouble…   and   Job   knows   it.  
 
Job   also   said   that   he   couldn’t   “reason”   with   a   God   that   was   far   beyond   him   in   terms   of 
wisdom   and   power.      As   Isaiah   55:8-9   tells   us,   “[His]   thoughts   are   nothing   like   [our] 
thoughts…   and   [His]   ways   are   far   beyond   anything   [we]   could   imagine.      For   just   as   the 
heavens   are   higher   than   the   earth,   [His]   ways   are   higher   than   [our]   ways   and   [His]   thoughts 
are   higher   than   [our]   thoughts.”   
 
God   is   holy,   and   He’s   infinitely   higher   than   we   are,   but   Job   misspoke   when   he   said   that   God 
doesn’t   care   about   injustice   and   that   He   laughs   when   innocent   people   su�er.      In   his   pain   and 
frustration,   Job   sees   a   God   who   has   all   power   over   people,   but   no   love   for   them.      That 
couldn’t   be   further   from   the   truth,   but   trials   can   easily   distort   our   view   of   God   if   we   allow 
them   to.   
 

DISCUSSION   QUESTIONS 

● How   can   trials   distort   our   view   of   God?   
○ How   can   we   keep   this   from   happening? 
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● What   are   some   ways   that   God   thinks   and   works   di�erently   than   we   do? 
○ Can   you   think   of   a   time   when   God   prompted   you   to   do   something   that   wasn’t 

necessarily   logical   or   rational   but   it   led   to   the   right   outcome? 
● What   would   you   say   to   a   person   that   was   beginning   to   believe   that   God   didn’t   care 

about   them?      What   personal   experiences   could   you   share   with   them   from   your   own   life 
that   prove   what   you’re   saying   is   true? 

 
 

SECTION   TWO 
Compassion   is   definitely   the   right   approach   when   speaking   to   people   that   are   in   a   low   place. 
Unfortunately,   Job’s   third   friend   wasn’t   any   more   compassionate   than   the   first   two.      In   fact, 
he   was   more   critical   and   cruel.   
 
Leader   Note:   Have   a   group   member   read   the   scriptures   from   Section   Two   (Job   11:1-15). 
 
Job   11:1-15       1 Then   Zophar   the   Naamathite   replied   to   Job:    2 "Shouldn't   someone   answer   this 
torrent   of   words?   Is   a   person   proved   innocent   just   by   a   lot   of   talking?       3 Should   I   remain   silent 
while   you   babble   on?   When   you   mock   God,   shouldn't   someone   make   you   ashamed?       4 You   claim, 
'My   beliefs   are   pure,'   and   'I   am   clean   in   the   sight   of   God.'       5 If   only   God   would   speak;   if   only   He 
would   tell   you   what   He   thinks!       6 If   only   He   would   tell   you   the   secrets   of   wisdom,   for   true   wisdom 
is   not   a   simple   matter.   Listen!   God   is   doubtless   punishing   you   far   less   than   you   deserve!       7 "Can 
you   solve   the   mysteries   of   God?   Can   you   discover   everything   about   the   Almighty?       8 Such 
knowledge   is   higher   than   the   heavens—and   who   are   you?   It   is   deeper   than   the 
underworld—what   do   you   know?       9 It   is   broader   than   the   earth   and   wider   than   the   sea.       10 If   God 
comes   and   puts   a   person   in   prison   or   calls   the   court   to   order,   who   can   stop   Him?       11 For   He   knows 
those   who   are   false,   and   He   takes   note   of   all   their   sins.       12 An   empty-headed   person   won't 
become   wise   any   more   than   a   wild   donkey   can   bear   a   human   child.       13 "If   only   you   would 
prepare   your   heart   and   li�   up   your   hands   to   Him   in   prayer!       14 Get   rid   of   your   sins,   and   leave   all 
iniquity   behind   you.       15 Then   your   face   will   brighten   with   innocence.   You   will   be   strong   and   free 
of   fear. 
 
Before   it’s   all   over,   Zophar   will   get   his   wish.      God   will   speak   and   tell   Job   what   He   thinks.      In 
the   meantime,   he   has   to   su�er   more   harsh   words   from   a   friend.   
 
Job   accused   God   of   being   unfair   and   uncaring,   and   Zophar   got   angry   about   it.      The   Bible 
teaches   us   to   speak   the   truth   in   love.      Zophar   was   all   “truth”   and   no   “love”,   and   it’s   easy   to 
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criticize   him   for   it.      But   have   you   ever   had   to   sit   across   from   someone   and   listen   as   they   say 
things   about   God   that   you   feel   aren’t   true?      If   so,   you   know   how   tough   it   can   be   to   keep   your 
response   from   sounding   like   an   attack.      Responding   with   both   grace   and   truth   can   be   a 
di�icult   task,   and   Zophar   definitely   gets   an   “F.” 
 
In   keeping   with   the   established   pattern   of   the   book,   Zophar   says   many   things   about   God 
that   are   true   but   misapplied.      There   are   definitely   “mysteries   of   God”   that   are   past   finding 
out,   and   we   couldn’t   possibly   discover   everything   there   is   to   know   about   Him.   
 
He   also   has   some   very   accurate   things   to   say   about   repentance.      More   than   simply   saying 
“I’m   sorry,”   repentance   involves   “leaving   all   iniquity   behind   us.”         Zophar   gives   us   an 
excellent   description   of   each   element   involved   in   the   process   of   repenting,   and   it’s   great 
advice   to   follow   when   we   sin.      Of   course,   there’s   just   one   flaw   in   his   comments   to   his   friend. 
Job’s   su�ering   had   nothing   to   do   with   a   sin. 
 

DISCUSSION   QUESTIONS 

● Have   you   ever   had   to   listen   to   someone   say   things   about   God   that   you   disagree   with? 
Did   you   find   it   di�icult?      Were   you   able   to   keep   your   emotions   in   check,   or   did   you   give 
into   frustration? 

○ What   are   some   keys   to   responding   to   people   who   are   in   error   with   a   balance   of 
love   and   truth? 

 
Zophar   points   to   repentance   as   a   source   of   hope,   not   a   mark   of   shame   or   despair.   

● Repentance   is   more   than   simply   saying,   “I’m   sorry.”      What   else   does   genuine 
repentance   involve? 

● What   are   some   of   the   positives   that   come   out   of   repentance   that   you’ve   personally 
experienced? 

● What   are   some   things   that   keep   us   from   repenting   when   we   should? 
 

SECTION   THREE 
Here’s   some   of   what   Job   had   to   say   in   response   to   Zophar’s   comments. 
 
Leader   Note:   Have   a   group   member   read   the   scriptures   from   Section   Three   (Job   12:1-5,   13:3-6). 
 
Job   12:1-5       1 Then   Job   spoke   again:       2 "You   people   really   know   everything,   don't   you?   And   when 
you   die,   wisdom   will   die   with   you!       3 Well,   I   know   a   few   things   myself—and   you're   no   better   than   I 
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am.   Who   doesn't   know   these   things   you've   been   saying?       4 Yet   my   friends   laugh   at   me,   for   I   call 
on   God   and   expect   an   answer.   I   am   a   just   and   blameless   man,   yet   they   laugh   at   me.       5 People 
who   are   at   ease   mock   those   in   trouble.   They   give   a   push   to   people   who   are   stumbling.   

 

Job   13:3-6       3 As   for   me,   I   would   speak   directly   to   the   Almighty.   I   want   to   argue   my   case   with   God 
Himself.       4 As   for   you,   you   smear   me   with   lies.   As   physicians,   you   are   worthless   quacks.       5 If   only 
you   could   be   silent!   That's   the   wisest   thing   you   could   do.       6 Listen   to   my   charge;   pay   attention   to 
my   arguments. 
 
Each   of   Job’s   friends   claimed   to   be   wise.      Eliphaz   pointed   to   the   things   he   learned   in   a   dream 
as   his   source   of   wisdom.      Bildad   credited   former   generations   for   his   wisdom.      And   Zophar 
stood   on   his   own   wisdom.         The   paradox   of   wisdom   is   that   if   you   think   you   have   it,   then   you 
probably   don’t.      It   would   be   like   bragging   about   being   humble.      Those   who   are   truly   wise 
know   how   little   they   know.   
 
Job   then   observes   that   people   that   aren’t   in   storms   o�en   ridicule   people   that   are.      Instead   of 
helping   them   to   their   feet,   they   push   people   who   are   already   o�   balance.   
 
Finally,   he   accuses   his   friends   of   not   paying   attention   to   the   things   he   says.      Rather   than 
listening,   they   all   wanted   to   speak.      Rather   than   hearing   him   out,   they   wanted   to   tell   him 
why   he   was   wrong   and   what   to   do   about   it.   
 

DISCUSSION   QUESTIONS 

Rather   than   listening   to   him,   Job’s   friends   immediately   jumped   to   conclusions. 
● Why   is   it   a   mistake   to   jump   to   conclusions   and   start   giving   directions   before   you’ve 

taken   time   to   really   listen   to   someone? 
● Do   you   know   someone   you’d   consider   to   be   a   good   listener?      What   specific   things   do 

they   do   that   let   you   know   they   are   really   listening? 
 
We   all   have   di�erent   challenges   when   it   comes   to   listening.      Some   of   us   are   “selective 
hearers”   -   we   only   hear   what   we   want   to.      Some   of   us   only   listen   long   enough   to   form   our 
replies.      Some   of   us   have   trouble   concentrating   on   what   others   are   saying. 

● What   are   your   major   challenges   when   it   comes   to   really   listening   to   people?      How   can 
you   improve   on   these   things? 
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ENDING   COMMENTS 
We’ve   heard   it   said   o�en   that   people   don’t   care   how   much   we   know   until   they   know   how 
much   we   care. 

● Telling   someone   what   to   do   before   we’ve   really   taken   the   time   to   listen   and 
understand   them   o�en   hurts   more   than   it   helps. 

● Many   people   can   give   advice.      Few   people   really   know   how   to   listen   well. 
● Listening   can   be   just   as   helpful   as   speaking   when   it   comes   to   ministering   to   others. 

 
As   we   close   in   prayer   tonight,   let’s   ask   God   to   help   us   to   be   better   listeners. 

 
CLOSING   PRAYER 
 

DISMISS   -   8:30PM 
 
 

 

porva.org 
7 


