
 

 
LESSON   FOUR 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS   -   7:30PM 
 

BEGIN   LESSON   -   7:33PM 
 

WELCOME 
Welcome   to   the   next   lesson   in   our   Home   Group   series    Better   Than   Before:   A   Look   into   the   Life 
of   Job. 

● Job   was   a   man   of   faith,   but   his   dedication   to   God   didn’t   earn   him   a   free   pass   when   it 
came   to   trouble   and   trials.   

● During   this   series,   we’ll   study   his   story   and   see   that   even   when   life   is   at   its   lowest,   God 
is   still   in   control.   

● If   we   keep   our   faith   in   Him,   we’ll   come   out   of   our   storms   better   and   wiser   people   than 
we   went   in. 

 
Leader   Note:   Remember   that   the   goal   of   Home   Groups   is   great   discussion!      Getting   through   all 
the   material   is   not   a   necessity.      Great   discussion   is!      If   you   don’t   finish   the   entire   lesson,   simply 
encourage   your   group   to   continue   studying   the   scriptures   covered   in   this   lesson   on   their   own. 
 
Leader   Note:   Before   beginning   the   lesson,   make   sure   you   print   out   the   Scripture   Handout   that 
includes   the   verses   from   each   section   in   tonight’s   lesson.      Choose   group   members   to   read   these 
scriptures   when   prompted   in   your   Leader   Outline. 
  

ICEBREAKER 
We’ve   all   gone   out   of   our   way   to   help   a   friend   before.      Can   you   think   of   a   time   when   you   went 
above   and   beyond   to   do   something   for   one   of   your   friends?      What   happened? 

 



LESSON   INTRODUCTION 
Job’s   friends   didn’t   mind   inconveniencing   themselves   to   mourn   with   him.      They   travelled   a 
long   way   and   spent   an   entire   week   with   him   in   complete   silence.      But   once   they   started   to 
speak,   their   words   could   be   described   as   anything   but   kind. 
 
When   we   le�   Job   in   last   week’s   lesson,   he   had   just   finished   listening   to   the   first   of   many 
speeches   from   the   three   men   who   called   themselves   his   friends.      Among   other   things, 
Eliphaz   accused   Job   of   not   taking   his   own   advice,   failing   to   do   what   he   taught   to   others, 
being   a   fool,   and   resenting   God   for   disciplining   him   when   he   surely   deserved   it. 
 
It’s   not   surprising   that   Job   answered   by   going   on   the   defensive.  
 

DISCUSSION   QUESTIONS 

● Responding   to   criticism   can   be   very   tough   (even   the   constructive   kind).      Why? 
● In   your   opinion,   what   are   some   keys   to   responding   well   to   criticism? 

 

SECTION   ONE 
In   Chapter   6,   Job   responds   to   his   friend   Eliphaz’s   comments. 
 
Leader   Note:   Have   a   group   member   read   the   scriptures   from   Section   One   (Job   6:1-6,   10). 
 
1 Then   Job   spoke   again:    2 "If   my   misery   could   be   weighed   and   my   troubles   be   put   on   the   scales, 
3 they   would   outweigh   all   the   sands   of   the   sea.   That   is   why   I   spoke   impulsively.       4 For   the 
Almighty   has   struck   me   down   with   His   arrows.   Their   poison   infects   my   spirit.   God's   terrors   are 
lined   up   against   me.       5 Don't   I   have   a   right   to   complain?   Don't   wild   donkeys   bray   when   they   find 
no   grass,   and   oxen   bellow   when   they   have   no   food?       6 Don't   people   complain   about   unsalted 
food?   Does   anyone   want   the   tasteless   white   of   an   egg?...    10 At   least   I   can   take   comfort   in   this: 
Despite   the   pain,   I   have   not   denied   the   words   of   the   Holy   One. 
 
Job   admits   that   some   of   the   things   he’s   been   saying   are   impulsive   and   and   intense,   but   he 
insists   that   there’s   a   reason   for   it.      He   hasn’t   lost   his   faith   in   God,   but   he’s   in   a   di�icult 
situation,   and   he’s   struggling   to   cope   with   it.      He   felt   that   he   had   a   right   to   complain,   and   it’s 
hard   to   argue   with   him   when   we   consider   his   situation. 
 
Generally   speaking,   complaining   isn’t   very   helpful.      The   children   of   Israel   were   well   known 
for   it,   and   it   brought   them   nothing   but   trouble.      Their   complaints   delayed   the   plans   that   God 
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had   for   them   as   a   people.      Many   of   them   never   got   to   enter   the   promised   land   and 
experience   the   blessings   of   God   because   they   couldn’t   stop   grumbling   and   griping.   
 
Our   enemy   doesn’t   want   us   to   fulfill   what   God   has   planned   for   our   lives   either.      If   he   can’t 
derail   us   through   some   kind   of   outright   immorality,   then   he’ll   seek   a   di�erent   bait   for   his 
trap.      For   many,   that   snare   is   the   temptation   to   complain   about   anything,   everything   and 
everyone.      Routinely   engaging   in   this   type   of   thinking   and   speaking   opens   the   door   wide   to 
bitterness   and   unbelief. 
 
Nothing   about   Job’s   story   suggests   that   he   was   a   chronic   complainer   before   this   incredible 
test.      He   was   a   man   that   had   been   pushed   to   his   limits,   and   he   was   responding   the   way   most 
people   would.      But   verse   10   gives   us   proof   that   he   never   let   his   complaints   give   way   to 
unbelief.      Throughout   the   book,   he   took   his   pain   and   frustration   to   God   -   not   just   to   people.   
 

DISCUSSION   QUESTIONS 

● Is   there   a   di�erence   between   complaining   and   working   through   our   emotions   when 
we’re   extremely   disappointed?      If   so,   what’s   the   di�erence? 

● How   does   chronic   complaining   negatively   impact   our   walk   with   God?   
○ How   does   chronic   complaining   impact   our   e�ectiveness   in   the   local   church? 
○ How   does   chronic   complaining   impact   our   relationships? 

● Do   you   believe   that   we   should   take   our   pain   and   frustration   directly   to   God   in   prayer 
as   Job   did   throughout   much   of   the   book?      Why   or   why   not? 

○ Have   you   ever   taken   your   pain   or   frustrations   to   God   in   prayer?      How   did   it   help? 
 

 
SECTION   TWO 
Let’s   hear   what   else   Job   has   to   say   to   his   friends   in   this   chapter. 
 
Leader   Note:   Have   a   group   member   read   the   scriptures   from   Section   Two   (Job   6:14-17,   21-25). 
 
Job   6:14-18,   21-25       14 "One   should   be   kind   to   a   fainting   friend,   but   you   accuse   me   without   any 
fear   of   the   Almighty.       15 My   brothers,   you   have   proved   as   unreliable   as   a   seasonal   brook   that 
overflows   its   banks   in   the   spring       16 when   it   is   swollen   with   ice   and   melting   snow.          17 But   when   the 
hot   weather   arrives,   the   water   disappears.   The   brook   vanishes   in   the   heat.       18 The   caravans   turn 
aside   to   be   refreshed,   but   there   is   nothing   to   drink,   so   they   die…          21 You,   too,   have   given   no   help. 
You   have   seen   my   calamity,   and   you   are   afraid.       22 But   why?   Have   I   ever   asked   you   for   a   gi�? 
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Have   I   begged   for   anything   of   yours   for   myself?       23 Have   I   asked   you   to   rescue   me   from   my 
enemies,   or   to   save   me   from   ruthless   people?       24 Teach   me,   and   I   will   keep   quiet.   Show   me   what   I 
have   done   wrong.       25 Honest   words   can   be   painful,   but   what   do   your   criticisms   amount   to? 
 
In   Middle   East,   there   are   riverbeds   known   as   “wadis”   that   stay   dry   for   much   of   the   year.      But 
during   the   rainy   seasons,   they   fill   to   the   point   that   the   water   actually   overflows   the   river 
banks.   
 
By   the   time   summer   arrives,   the   water   has   long   since   evaporated   or   seeped   into   the   ground. 
During   the   season   it’s   needed   the   most,   these   riverbeds   provide   no   water   to   travellers   that 
are   depending   on   them   for   survival. 
 
Job   tells   his   friends   that   they   are   just   like   these   useless   and   deceptive   riverbeds.      When   he 
needed   them   most,   they   disappointed   him.      In   verse   25,   he   tells   them   that   “Honest   words 
can   be   painful…”      As   someone   that   had   given   counsel   in   many   situations,   he   understood 
that   there   were   times   when   tough   truths   had   to   be   spoken.      But   Eliphaz   was   incorrect   in   the 
things   he   had   said   about   Job.      His   criticisms   were   unfounded. 
 

DISCUSSION   QUESTIONS 

Eliphaz   was   o�   base   in   his   comments   to   Job.      But   there   are   times   when   our   friends   have   to 
tell   us   tough   things   about   ourselves   that    are    true.      We   don’t   want   to   hear   them,   but   many 
times,   we   need   to.   

● Why   should   we   be   grateful   for   people   in   our   lives   that   are   willing   to   tell   us   tough   truths 
when   we   need   to   hear   them? 

● Have   you   ever   had   a   friend   tell   you   something   you   didn’t   want   to   hear,   but   needed   to? 
How   are   you   better   as   a   result?   

 
 

SECTION   THREE 
Leader   Note:   Have   a   group   member   read   the   scriptures   from   Section   Three   (Job   8:1-13). 
 
Job   8:1-13       1 Then   Bildad   the   Shuhite   replied   to   Job:    2 "How   long   will   you   go   on   like   this?   You 
sound   like   a   blustering   wind.       3 Does   God   twist   justice?   Does   the   Almighty   twist   what   is   right? 
4 Your   children   must   have   sinned   against   Him,   so   their   punishment   was   well   deserved.       5 But   if 
you   pray   to   God   and   seek   the   favor   of   the   Almighty,    6 and   if   you   are   pure   and   live   with   integrity, 
He   will   surely   rise   up   and   restore   your   happy   home.       7 And   though   you   started   with   little,   you   will 
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end   with   much.       8 "Just   ask   the   previous   generation.   Pay   attention   to   the   experience   of   our 
ancestors.       9 For   we   were   born   but   yesterday   and   know   nothing.   Our   days   on   earth   are   as 
fleeting   as   a   shadow.       10 But   those   who   came   before   us   will   teach   you.   They   will   teach   you   the 
wisdom   of   old.       11 "Can   papyrus   reeds   grow   tall   without   a   marsh?   Can   marsh   grass   flourish 
without   water?       12 While   they   are   still   flowering,   not   ready   to   be   cut,   they   begin   to   wither   more 
quickly   than   grass.       13 The   same   happens   to   all   who   forget   God.   The   hopes   of   the   godless 
evaporate. 
 

The   second   friend   that   spoke   wasn’t   any   kinder   than   the   first.      Bildad   felt   that   Job   was 
questioning   God’s   righteousness   by   complaining   about   what   had   happened   to   him.      His 
main   point   was   this:   If   God   punishes   someone,   they   deserved   it.      That   included   Job   and   his 
children.      In   his   opinion,   they   got   what   was   coming   to   them.      To   say   anything   else   was   to 
insult   God’s   integrity.  
 
Again,   we   see   truth   mixed   with   error.      Bildad   is   correct   in   saying   that   God   doesn’t   do 
anything   that’s   not   completely   just   and   fair.      The   problem   with   his   statement   was   that   God 
wasn’t   punishing   Job   for   a   mistake   he   made.      Bildad   failed   to   recognize   that   there   are   times 
when   sin   has   nothing   to   do   with   human   su�ering.      Many   times,   tests   and   trials   are   allowed   in 
order   to   develop   us…   not   to   discipline   us. 
 
Bildad   points   to   the   past   to   prove   the   truth   of   his   statements.      He   tells   Job   to   take   a   look   at 
the   example   set   by   the   previous   generation   and   allow   “the   wisdom   of   the   old”   to   influence 
his   decisions   during   his   crisis.      Although   he’s   still   wrong,   he   makes   a   suggestion   here   that’s 
wise   to   consider   when   we   find   ourselves   in   need   of   counsel.   
 
Our   elders   have   seen   and   experienced   many   things,   and   they   o�en   have   invaluable   insights 
to   o�er   the   younger   generation.      Many   times,   we   take   our   problems   to   people   who   don’t 
have   any   more   life   experience   or   spiritual   maturity   than   we   do   -   while   ignoring   opportunities 
to   get   advice   from   older   people   who   have   walked   with   God   for   a   long   time   through   many 
di�erent   situations.      We   should   honor,   respect   and   listen   to   elders   that   have   faithfully   served 
God   and   proved   their   devotion   to   Him   across   time.      Job   himself   would   later   say,   “Wisdom 
belongs   to   the   aged,   and   understanding   to   the   old.” 
 

DISCUSSION   QUESTIONS 

● How   would   you   respond   to   someone   that   said   that   human   su�ering   is   always   the 
result   of   sin?      What   proofs   would   you   o�er   that   this   isn’t   true? 
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Just   because   we   get   older   doesn’t   necessarily   mean   that   we   get   wiser.      Spiritual   maturity 
isn’t   automatic.  

● What   are   the   keys   to   growing   in   God   across   time? 
● What   are   some   things   that   keep   us   stuck   in   spiritual   immaturity? 
● What’s   some   of   the   best   advice   you’ve   ever   received   from   an   elder? 

 

ENDING   COMMENTS 
Our   society   may   be   forgetting   the   value   and   wisdom   of   older   generations,   but   Christians 
should   never   make   the   same   mistake.  

● People   that   have   lived   for   God   for   years   have   incredible   insights   and   experience   that 
can   be   an   amazing   benefit   to   anyone   that’s   willing   to   listen. 

● As   we   close   in   prayer   tonight,   let’s   take   some   time   to   thank   God   for   faithful   elders   that 
He’s   used   to   speak   into   our   lives. 

 

CLOSING   PRAYER 
 

DISMISS   -   8:30PM 
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