
 

 
LESSON   THREE  

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS   -   7:30PM 
 

BEGIN   LESSON   -   7:33PM 
 

WELCOME 
Welcome   to   the   next   lesson   in   our   Home   Group   series    Better   Than   Before:   A   Look   into   the   Life 
of   Job. 

● Job   was   a   man   of   faith,   but   his   dedication   to   God   didn’t   earn   him   a   free   pass   when   it 
came   to   trouble   and   trials.   

● During   this   series,   we’ll   study   his   story   and   see   that   even   when   life   is   at   its   lowest,   God 
is   still   in   control.   

● If   we   keep   our   faith   in   Him,   we’ll   come   out   of   our   storms   better   and   wiser   people   than 
we   went   in. 

 
Leader   Note:   Remember   that   the   goal   of   Home   Groups   is   great   discussion!      Getting   through   all 
the   material   is   not   a   necessity.      Great   discussion   is!      If   you   don’t   finish   the   entire   lesson,   simply 
encourage   your   group   to   continue   studying   the   scriptures   covered   in   this   lesson   on   their   own. 
  
 
Leader   Note:   Before   beginning   the   lesson,   make   sure   you   print   out   the   Scripture   Handout   that 
includes   the   verses   from   each   section   in   tonight’s   lesson.      Choose   group   members   to   read   these 
scriptures   when   prompted   in   your   Leader   Outline. 
  

 
 

 



ICEBREAKER 
On   average,   people   speak   about   15,500   words   per   day.      It’s   not   surprising   that   we   sometimes 
have   verbal   mishaps   and   say   the   wrong   thing   (or   mix   up   our   words).   Sometimes,   it   can   be 
down   right   hilarious. 
 
What’s   the   funniest   thing   you’ve   accidentally   said   to   someone   in   conversation   (or   heard 
someone   else   say)? 
 

LESSON   INTRODUCTION 
Job   didn’t   have   any   issues   with   his   words   during   the   first   seven   days   he   spent   with   the   three 
friends   that   came   to   comfort   him.      In   fact,   he   didn’t   say   anything   at   all.      For   one   week,   he 
kept   completely   silent. 
 
The   only   way   news   travelled   in   Job’s   day   was   by   word   of   mouth.      It   would   have   taken   time 
for   the   news   to   reach   his   friends,   and   it   would   have   taken   more   time   for   them   to   complete 
the   journey   to   Job’s   home.      Months   might   have   passed   between   the   time   of   his   tragedy   and 
the   arrival   of   his   friends.      We   have   no   record   of   this   period   in   Job’s   life,   but   it’s   very   possible 
that   he   spent   much   of   it   in   silence. 
 
When   Job   finally   begins   to   speak   in   Chapter   3,   his   words   aren’t   those   of   a   man   caught   up   in 
the   heat   of   the   moment.      He   had   now   fully   examined   his   situation.   
 

DISCUSSION   QUESTIONS 

● Do   you   think   Job   did   the   right   thing   by   staying   quiet   while   he   processed   his   emotions? 
Why   or   why   not? 

● What   are   some   other   ways   we   can   work   through   strong   emotions   and   di�icult 
situations   in   our   lives?  

 

SECTION   ONE 
Leader   Note:   Have   a   group   member   read   the   scriptures   from   Section   One   (Job   3:1-16,   25-27). 
 
Job   3:1-6,   25-27       At   last   Job   spoke,   and   he   cursed   the   day   of   his   birth.       2 He   said:    3 "Let   the   day   of 
my   birth   be   erased,   and   the   night   I   was   conceived.       4 Let   that   day   be   turned   to   darkness.   Let   it   be 
lost   even   to   God   on   high,   and   let   no   light   shine   on   it.       5 Let   the   darkness   and   utter   gloom   claim 
that   day   for   its   own.   Let   a   black   cloud   overshadow   it,   and   let   the   darkness   terrify   it.       6 Let   that 
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night   be   blotted   o�   the   calendar,   never   again   to   be   counted   among   the   days   of   the   year,   never 
again   to   appear   among   the   months.       24 I   cannot   eat   for   sighing;   my   groans   pour   out   like   water. 
25 What   I   always   feared   has   happened   to   me.   What   I   dreaded   has   come   true.       26 I   have   no   peace, 
no   quietness.   I   have   no   rest;   only   trouble   comes." 
 
God   hadn’t   gone   anywhere,   but   it’s   obvious   from   Job’s   words   that   he   no   longers   feels   His 
peaceful   presence.      While   He   promised   that   He   would   never   leave   or   forsake   us,   God   never 
promised   us   that   we   would   always   “feel”   His   presence.   
 
In   fact,   in   Isaiah   45:15,   God   admits   that   He   sometimes   hides   His   face   from   us.      “Truly   You   are 
a   God   who   hides   Himself,   O   God   of   Israel,   the   Savior.” 
 
There   are   times   when   God   appears   to   be   MIA   as   far   as   “feelings”   are   concerned.      Author   Floyd 
McClung   describes   it   this   way:   “You   wake   up   one   morning   and   all   your   spiritual   feelings   are 
gone.      You   pray,   but   nothing   happens.      You   rebuke   the   devil,   but   it   doesn’t   change   anything. 
You   fast…   still   nothing.      It   feels   as   if   your   prayers   bounce   o�   the   ceiling.      In   utter   desperation, 
you   cry   out,   “What’s   the   matter   with   me?” 
 
Every   Christian   goes   through   this   at   least   once,   and   usually   several   times.      It’s   not 
comfortable,   but   it’s   a   necessary   part   of   maturing   in   our   relationship   with   God.      It’s   a   test   we 
all   have   to   pass.      Will   we   continue   to   love,   trust,   obey   and   worship   God   even   when   we   can’t 
feel   His   presence   as   strongly   as   we   usually   do   or   see   visible   evidence   that   He’s   working   in   our 
lives?      Job   certainly   did,   and   so   can   we. 
 
One   author   wrote   that   the   most   common   mistake   Christians   make   in   worship   today   is 
seeking   a   “feeling”   rather   than   seeking   God.      They   look   for   an   emotion.      If   it   happens,   they 
conclude   that   they’ve   worshipped.      While   emotions   should   certainly   be   a   part   of   our   worship, 
our   worship   shouldn’t   be   based   on   our   emotions.      We   have   to   be   able   to   worship   God 
whether   we   feel   anything   or   not. 
 

DISCUSSION   QUESTIONS 

● What’s   wrong   with   making   emotions   our   main   motivator   when   it   comes   to   worship? 
○ Why   are   we   so   prone   to   this   mistake? 

● We’ve   talked   about   the   fact   that   experiencing   an   “emotional   high”   shouldn’t   be   our 
main   goal   in   worship.      What   should   our   main   goal   in   worship   be?      Why   is   this 
important? 
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● Have   you   ever   been   through   a   spiritual   dry   season   in   your   life   when   you   didn’t   “feel” 
God   for   a   time?      What’s   something   you   learned   from   this   time   that   you   can   share? 

 
SECTION   TWO 
Leader   Note:   Have   a   group   member   read   the   scriptures   from   Section   Two   (Job   4:1-9). 
 
Job   4:1-9       1 Then   Eliphaz   the   Temanite   replied   to   Job:       2 "Will   you   be   patient   and   let   me   say   a 
word?   For   who   could   keep   from   speaking   out?       3 "In   the   past   you   have   encouraged   many   people; 
you   have   strengthened   those   who   were   weak.       4 Your   words   have   supported   those   who   were 
falling;   you   encouraged   those   with   shaky   knees.       5 But   now   when   trouble   strikes,   you   lose   heart. 
You   are   terrified   when   it   touches   you.       6 Doesn't   your   reverence   for   God   give   you   confidence? 
Doesn't   your   life   of   integrity   give   you   hope?       7 "Stop   and   think!   Do   the   innocent   die?   When   have 
the   upright   been   destroyed?       8 My   experience   shows   that   those   who   plant   trouble   and   cultivate 
evil   will   harvest   the   same.       9 A   breath   from   God   destroys   them.   They   vanish   in   a   blast   of   His 
anger. 
 

This   is   the   first   time   one   of   Job’s   friends   speaks   to   him   about   his   situation.      While   they   will 
each   tell   him   di�erent   things,   there   are   some   striking   similarities   we’ll   notice   each   time   we 
study   their   responses.   
 
First,   they   are   not   very   kind   or   understanding    -   they   demonstrate   an   incredible   lack   of 
empathy.       Second,   some   of   what   they   tell   Job   is   true   -   but   most   of   the   time   it’s 
misapplied.      It   doesn’t   fit   Job’s   situation.       When   truth   is   twisted   and   taken   out   of   context, 
God’s   Word   is   misrepresented   and   people   can   be   deceived   and   hurt   as   a   result.      2nd   Timothy 
2:15   tells   us   that   we   must,   “...rightly   divide   the   word   of   truth.”      That   means   we   must 
understand   it   and   apply   it   correctly. 
 
Some   of   what   Eliphaz   points   out   about   Job   in   this   passage   might   have   been   true,   but   it’s 
certainly   not   kind.      He   criticizes   Job   for   not   following   the   counsel   he   gave   to   others.      His   basic 
message   is,   “You   told   others   what   to   do   when   they   were   in   a   tough   situation,   but   you’re   not 
taking   your   own   advice.”      Bible   commentator   Matthew   Henry   wrote,   “Men   make   few 
allowances   for   those   who   have   taught   others.”      Job   is   discovering   that   no   matter   how   well 
we’re   able   to   give   others   advice   or   counsel   them,   it’s   a   di�erent   story   when   we   go   through 
trials   ourselves.   
 
We   don’t   have   proof   that   this   criticism   is   correct   when   it’s   applied   to   Job.      He   may   have   been 
a   very   merciful   and   empathetic   counsellor.      But   the   principle   Eliphaz   points   to   is   something 
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we   should   take   to   heart.      We   need   to   be   careful   how   harshly   we   judge   or   speak   to   others 
about   their   situation.      There   could   come   a   day   when   the   shoe   is   on   the   other   foot,   and   we’ll 
want   people   to   be   merciful   and   understanding   towards   us.  
 

DISCUSSION   QUESTIONS 

● In   your   opinion,   what   are   some   of   the   keys   to   “rightly   dividing”   the   Word   of   God?  
○ Leader   Note:   You   might   add,   “Again,   “rightly   dividing”   means   correctly 

understanding   and   correctly   applying   the   truth   of   God’s   Word.” 
●    Why   is   it   sometimes   di�icult   to   follow   our   own   advice   when   troubles   or   challenges 

come   our   way? 
○ What   are   some   areas   you   can   think   of   where   people   struggle   to   follow   their   own 

advice?         Why? 
● Why   is   empathy   an   important   skill   when   it   comes   to   ministering   to   people? 

○ Leader   Note:   You   might   add,   “Empathy   is   the   ability   to   put   yourself   in   someone 
else’s   shoes,   see   things   from   their   perspective   and   feel   their   pain.” 

● Can   you   think   of   something   you’ve   been   through   that   helped   you   to   be   more   merciful 
and   less   judgemental?      How   did   this   situation   change   you? 

 

SECTION   THREE 
Eliphaz   continues   speaking   to   Job   in   Chapter   5. 
 
Leader   Note:   Have   a   group   member   read   the   scriptures   from   Section   Three   (Job   5:1-5,   17-19, 
27). 
 
Job   5:1-5,   17-19,   27       1 "Cry   for   help,   but   will   anyone   answer   you?   Which   of   the   angels   will   help 
you?       2 Surely   resentment   destroys   the   fool,   and   jealousy   kills   the   simple.       3 I   have   seen   that   fools 
may   be   successful   for   the   moment,   but   then   comes   sudden   disaster.       4 Their   children   are 
abandoned   far   from   help;   they   are   crushed   in   court   with   no   one   to   defend   them.       5 The   hungry 
devour   their   harvest,   even   when   it   is   guarded   by   brambles.   The   thirsty   pant   a�er   their   wealth. 
 
 
 

17 "But   consider   the   joy   of   those   corrected   by   God!   Do   not   despise   the   discipline   of   the   Almighty 
when   you   sin.       18 For   though   He   wounds,   He   also   bandages.   He   strikes,   but   His   hands   also   heal. 
From   six   disasters   He   will   rescue   you;   even   in   the   seventh,   He   will   keep   you   from   evil. 
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27 "We   have   studied   life   and   found   all   this   to   be   true.   Listen   to   my   counsel,   and   apply   it   to 
yourself." 
 
The   “fool”   in   Eliphaz’s   story   was   successful   for   a   moment   but   was   suddenly   struck   by 
disaster,   resulting   in   the   loss   of   his   wealth   and   the   su�ering   of   his   children.      What   a   vicious 
blow   that   must   have   been   to   the   man   standing   in   front   of   him   that   had   su�ered   those   very 
losses   through   no   fault   of   his   own.   
 
Again,   Eliphaz   mixes   truth   with   error.       When   he   speaks   about   God’s   correction,   he’s   right 
on   the   money.      Just   as   he   said,   we   shouldn’t   despise   God’s   discipline   when   we   sin.      Hebrews 
12:6   confirms   that,   “...the   LORD   disciplines   those   he   loves,   and   he   punishes   each   one   he 
accepts   as   his   child."      Out   of   His   great   love   for   us,   God   will   chastise   us   when   we   need   it.      But 
like   any   good   father,   He’s   right   there   to   console   us,   comfort   us   and   give   us   the 
encouragement   we   need   to   get   up   and   try   again. 
 
Eliphaz   spoke   the   truth   about   the   importance   of   God’s   discipline   when   we   deliberately 
disobey   Him.      The   problem   with   his   comments   was   that    sin   wasn’t   the   reason   for   Job’s 
misfortunes. 
 

DISCUSSION   QUESTIONS 

● Why   is   it   sometimes   necessary   for   God   to   chastise   (or   discipline)   His   children? 
○ What   are   some   ways   that   God   chooses   to   correct   us? 
○ What’s   the   right   way   to   respond   to   God’s   discipline?      How   about   the   wrong   way 

to   respond? 
● Eliphaz   definitely   felt   qualified   to   correct   Job.      Do   you   feel   that   he   had   the   right   to 

confront   him   about   his   concern   that   there   was   sin   in   his   life?      Why   or   why   not? 
○ Can   you   think   of   someone   that   you   would   willingly   receive   correction   or   counsel 

from?      What   persuaded   you   to   give   them   this   authority   in   your   life? 
 

 

 
 
ENDING   COMMENTS 
Job   couldn’t   feel   God   during   this   season   of   his   life,   but   God   was   right   there   with   him.      As   we 
close   in   prayer   tonight,   let’s   thank   God   for   His   faithfulness   to   us.   
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● Let’s   ask   Him   to   help   us   worship   whether   it’s   easy   or   not…   and   whether   we   feel 
anything   or   not.   

● Spiritual   dry   seasons   in   our   lives   don’t   last   forever.      And   like   Job,   when   we   leave   the 
valley,   we’ll   be   better   than   we   were   before   we   entered   it. 

 

CLOSING   PRAYER 
 

DISMISS   -   8:30PM 
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