
 

 
LESSON   ONE 

ANNOUNCEMENTS   -   7:30PM 
 

BEGIN   LESSON   -   7:33PM 
 

WELCOME 
Welcome   to   the   first   lesson   in   our   Home   Group   series    Better   Than   Before:   A   Look   into   the   Life 
of   Job. 

● Job   was   a   man   of   faith,   but   his   dedication   to   God   didn’t   earn   him   a   free   pass   when   it 
came   to   trouble   and   trials.   

● During   this   series,   we’ll   study   his   story   and   see   that   even   when   life   is   at   its   lowest,   God 
is   still   in   control.   

● If   we   keep   our   faith   in   Him,   we’ll   come   out   of   our   storms   better   and   wiser   people   than 
we   went   in. 

 
Leader   Note:   Remember   that   the   goal   of   Home   Groups   is   great   discussion!      Getting   through   all 
the   material   is   not   a   necessity.      Great   discussion   is!      If   you   don’t   finish   the   entire   lesson,   simply 
encourage   your   group   to   continue   studying   the   scriptures   covered   in   this   lesson   on   their   own. 
 
Leader   Note:   Before   beginning   the   lesson,   make   sure   you   print   out   the   Scripture   Handout   that 
includes   the   verses   from   each   section   in   tonight’s   lesson.      Choose   group   members   to   read   these 
scriptures   when   prompted   in   your   Leader   Outline. 
  

ICEBREAKER 
Complaining…   we   all   know   we   shouldn’t,   and   yet...   we   do.       What’s   on   the   top   of   your   list 
as   far   as   things   you’re   prone   to   complaining   about? 
 

 



 
 
LESSON   INTRODUCTION 
Whether   it’s   slow   wi-fi,   long   waits   in   the   drive   through,   that   person   that   posts   way   too   much 
on   your   social   media   feed,   Mondays,   waking   up   in   the   morning…   we   all   tend   to   have   at   least 
a   few   things   that   can   get   under   our   skin   and   into   our   conversations. 
 
The   next   time   you’re   struggling   to   stop   complaining,   just   turn   to   the   book   of   Job   and   read 
the   first   few   chapters.      You’ll   instantly   begin   to   feel   better   about   life   no   matter   how   tough 
your   day   has   been. 
 
Job   was   a   good   man   that   went   through   an   intense   trial.      He   asks   a   lot   of   “Why   me?” 
questions   throughout   the   book,   and   he   gets   very   few   answers.      One   of   the   first   lessons   his 
story   teaches   is   also   one   of   the   most   powerful:    Total   understanding   is   never   a   requirement 
for   total   obedience.       God   is   always   in   control,   but    He   chooses   to   stay   silent   and   hidden 
throughout   most   of   Job’s   ordeal.       Job   responded   by   choosing   to   serve   God   anyway. 
 

DISCUSSION   QUESTIONS 

● Can   you   think   of   a   time   when   you   obeyed   God   even   without   total   understanding? 
What   happened   as   a   result? 

● Have   you   ever   been   through   a   season   when   God   seemed   silent   or   hidden?      How   did 
you   get   through   it,   and   what   did   you   learn? 

 

SECTION   ONE 
Leader   Note:   Have   a   group   member   read   the   scriptures   from   Section   One   (Job   1:1-3). 
 
Job   1:1-3       1 There   once   was   a   man   named   Job   who   lived   in   the   land   of   Uz.   He   was   blameless—a 
man   of   complete   integrity.   He   feared   God   and   stayed   away   from   evil.       2 He   had   seven   sons   and 
three   daughters.       3 He   owned   7,000   sheep,   3,000   camels,   500   teams   of   oxen,   and   500   female 
donkeys.   He   also   had   many   servants.   He   was,   in   fact,   the   richest   person   in   that   entire   area. 
 
In   every   way,   Job   was   a   rich   man.      He   was   rich   in   character   -   “He   was   blameless   -   a   man   of 
complete   integrity.”   
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He   was   rich   in   family.      “He   had   seven   sons   and   three   daughters,”    that   he   prayed   for 
regularly.       Large   families   were   greatly   desired   in   Job’s   day.      Those   that   knew   him   would 
have   considered   the   size   of   his   family   to   be   evidence   of   God’s   blessing   on   his   home. 
 
He   was   rich   in   goods   and   property.      One   study   estimated   the   net   worth   of   Job’s   livestock 
alone   to   be   somewhere   around   5.3   million   dollars   in   modern   currency.      This   doesn’t   include 
the   value   of   lands   or   any   of   his   other   assets. 
 
Job   owned   many   things,   but   none   of   his   things   owned   him.       He   didn’t   permit   his   money 
or   his   possessions   to   take   the   place   of   God   in   his   life.   
 

DISCUSSION   QUESTIONS 

● Job   prayed   for   his   family.   
○ Why   is   it   important   to   pray   for   our   families?   
○ What   are   some   things   we   should   pray   for   when   we   pray   over   our   families? 
○ Can   you   think   of   a   time   when   the   prayers   of   a   family   member   were   instrumental 

in   your   life   in   some   way? 
● Job   owned   many   things,   but   none   of   his   things   owned   him. 

○ It’s   easy   to   talk   about   the   advantages   of   wealth.      If   I   were   to   ask   you   what   you 
could   do   with   a   million   dollars,   you   could   come   up   with   a   list   very   quickly.      But 
how   about   the   downside   of   wealth?      What   are   some   of   the   problems   that   come 
with   money? 

○ Job   had   a   lot,   but   he   wasn’t   caught   up   in   materialism.      What’s   a   good   definition 
of   materialism?      How   can   you   tell   if   you’re   a   materialist? 

■ Leader   Note:   A�er   the   group   has   answered,   you   might   add,    “God   created   us 
to   use   things   and   love   people.      Materialists   love   things   and   use   people.” 

○ What   are   some   ways   we   can   stay   free   of   the   “...love   of   money”   that   is   “...the   root 
of   all   evil?”   (1st   Timothy   6:10) 

 
 

SECTION   TWO 
Leader   Note:   Have   a   group   member   read   the   scriptures   from   Section   Two   (Job   1:6-12). 
 
Job   1:6-12       6 One   day   the   members   of   the   heavenly   court   came   to   present   themselves   before   the 
LORD,   and   the   Accuser,   Satan,   came   with   them.       7 "Where   have   you   come   from?"   the   LORD   asked 
Satan.   Satan   answered   the   LORD,   "I   have   been   patrolling   the   earth,   watching   everything   that's 
going   on."       8 Then   the   LORD   asked   Satan,   "Have   you   noticed   My   servant   Job?   He   is   the   finest 
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man   in   all   the   earth.   He   is   blameless—a   man   of   complete   integrity.   He   fears   God   and   stays 
away   from   evil."       9 Satan   replied   to   the   LORD,   "Yes,   but   Job   has   good   reason   to   fear   God.       10 You 
have   always   put   a   wall   of   protection   around   him   and   his   home   and   his   property.   You   have 
made   him   prosper   in   everything   he   does.   Look   how   rich   he   is!       11 But   reach   out   and   take   away 
everything   he   has,   and   he   will   surely   curse   You   to   Your   face!"       12 "All   right,   you   may   test   him,"   the 
LORD   said   to   Satan.   "Do   whatever   you   want   with   everything   he   possesses,   but   don't   harm   him 
physically."   So   Satan   le�   the   LORD's   presence. 
 
This   passage   gives   us   some   unique   insights   about   Satan,   our   adversary.   
 
First,   he   is   an   accuser.      God   pointed   to   Job   as   the   model   of   what   a   godly   man   should   be.      But 
the   enemy   immediately   accused   Job   of   serving   God   only   for   what   he   got   in   return.       No 
matter   how   godly   we   are   (Job   was   the   best   of   the   best!),   Satan   will   never   stop 
inventing   accusations   to   bring   against   us.       Don’t   listen   to   him   when   he   comes   around   to 
accuse   you.       “ When   he   lies,   he   speaks   his   native   language,   for   he   is   a   liar   and   the   father   of 
lies.”   (John   8:44) 
 
Second,   Satan   isn’t   equal   to   God   in   any   way.       God   is   all-powerful.       He   can   do   what   He   wants 
when   He   wants.      Satan   had   to   get   permission   before   moving   against   Job.      He   could   not   touch 
Job   or   anything   he   owned   without   asking   God   first.   
 
God   is   all-knowing.       Satan   obviously   isn’t.      If   he   had   known   how   this   contest   would   turn   out, 
he   would   never   have   entered   it.      Job   walked   out   of   his   trial   with   twice   as   much   as   he   had 
before.      Satan   comes   only   to   kill,   steal   and   destroy   -   never   to   bless.      He   assumed   Job   would 
turn   on   God   and   lose   everything.      He   guessed   wrong.      God   knows   all   outcomes.      Satan   does 
not. 
 

DISCUSSION   QUESTIONS 

● Why   do   we   sometimes   find   ourselves   listening   to   (and   even   agreeing   with)   our 
adversary   when   he   comes   to   accuse   and   condemn   us? 

○ Leader   Note:   A�er   the   group   has   answered,   you   might   add,    “He   usually   uses   a 
portion   of   the   truth.      That’s   what   gets   our   attention.      But   he   quickly   twists   it 
into   a   lie.” 

● What   are   some   steps   we   can   (and   should)   take   to   defend   ourselves   against   the 
enemy’s   attacks   and   accusations? 
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● Our   adversary’s   power   is   extremely   limited.      He   can’t   move   against   us   without 
permission.      Many   people   are   quick   to   blame   the   devil   for   most   (if   not   all)   of   the   bad 
things   that   happen   to   them.      Is   this   a   mistake?      Why? 

 

SECTION   THREE 
Leader   Note:   Have   a   group   member   read   the   scriptures   from   Section   Three   (Job   1:13-22). 
 
Job   1:13-17       13    One   day   when   Job's   sons   and   daughters   were   feasting   at   the   oldest   brother's 
house,    14 a   messenger   arrived   at   Job's   home   with   this   news:   "Your   oxen   were   plowing,   with   the 
donkeys   feeding   beside   them,    15 when   the   Sabeans   raided   us.   They   stole   all   the   animals   and 
killed   all   the   farmhands.   I   am   the   only   one   who   escaped   to   tell   you."       16 While   he   was   still 
speaking,   another   messenger   arrived   with   this   news:   "The   fire   of   God   has   fallen   from   heaven 
and   burned   up   your   sheep   and   all   the   shepherds.   I   am   the   only   one   who   escaped   to   tell   you." 
17 While   he   was   still   speaking,   a   third   messenger   arrived   with   this   news:   "Three   bands   of 
Chaldean   raiders   have   stolen   your   camels   and   killed   your   servants.   I   am   the   only   one   who 
escaped   to   tell   you."   
 

Job   1:18-22       18 While   he   was   still   speaking,   another   messenger   arrived   with   this   news:   "Your   sons 
and   daughters   were   feasting   in   their   oldest   brother's   home.       19 Suddenly,   a   powerful   wind   swept 
in   from   the   wilderness   and   hit   the   house   on   all   sides.   The   house   collapsed,   and   all   your   children 
are   dead.   I   am   the   only   one   who   escaped   to   tell   you."       20 Job   stood   up   and   tore   his   robe   in   grief. 
Then   he   shaved   his   head   and   fell   to   the   ground   to   worship.       21 He   said,   "I   came   naked   from   my 
mother's   womb,   and   I   will   be   naked   when   I   leave.   The   LORD   gave   me   what   I   had,   and   the   LORD 
has   taken   it   away.   Praise   the   name   of   the   LORD!"       22 In   all   of   this,   Job   did   not   sin   by   blaming   God. 
 
In   a   matter   of   minutes,   Job   su�ered   a   series   of   tremendous   losses.      He   didn’t   have   time   to 
process   one   tragedy   before   news   of   another   arrived.   
 
Job   responded   by   tearing   his   robe   -   a   symbol   of   inner   turmoil   and   shock.      He   also   shaved   his 
head   -   an   illustration   of   the   loss   of   his   personal   glory   and   status.      He   then   fell   to   the   ground… 
not   in   despair,   but   in   worship. 
 
Job   responded   to   incredible   loss   with   authentic   worship.      Unlike   so   many,   he   didn’t   give   in   to 
bitterness.      He   recognized   God’s   right   to   give   (that’s   easy)   and   His   right   to   take   away   (that’s 
hard).      He   was   a   worshipper   when   God   blessed   him   with   wealth,   position   and   prominence. 
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Now,   to   Satan’s   surprise,   he   showed   that   he   was   just   as   willing   to   worship   when   it   was   all 
taken   away. 
 

DISCUSSION   QUESTIONS 

● Have   you   ever   worshipped   God   during   a   di�icult   moment?      What   happened   as   a 
result? 

● Why   do   you   think   that   loss   causes   many   people   to   become   bitter?      How   can   we   avoid 
bitterness   when   we   face   a   loss   of   some   kind?   

● Do   you   believe   that   trials   prove   our   faith   to   be   genuine?      How   do   they   do   that? 
 

ENDING   COMMENTS 
Job   didn’t   understand   why   di�icult   times   had   come,   but   he   didn’t   open   the   door   to 
bitterness   and   unbelief.      He   moved   towards   (not   away)   from   God   when   trouble   came.   
 
As   we   close   in   prayer   tonight,   let’s   ask   God   to   search   our   hearts   and   take   out   any   bitterness 
that   might   be   there   because   of   things   we’ve   been   through.      He   wants   to   bring   us   out   of   every 
circumstance…   even   the   tough   ones…   better   than   we   were   before.      And   He’s   willing   to   give 
us   the   strength   and   support   we   need   anytime   we   ask   Him   for   it. 
 

CLOSING   PRAYER 
 

DISMISS   -   8:30PM 
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