
 

LESSON 9 LEADER OUTLINE 

Matthew and Thomas, the Publican and the Pessimist 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS - 7:30PM 

 

BEGIN LESSON - 7:33PM 

 

LESSON INTRODUCTION 

Welcome to Lesson 9 of our Home Group series: A Dime a Dozen: What Average Can Accomplish. 
● During this series, we’ll get up close and personal with each of the 12 men that Jesus 

appointed to be apostles. 
● Rather than spiritual superheroes, what we’ll find is that these men were about average in 

terms of their abilities and their flaws. 
● God hand picked them, faults and all, and use them to change the world.  He can and does 

want to do the same with us. 
 
ICEBREAKER 
What are some jobs that make the people that have them pretty unpopular with the public?  For 
instance, the meter maids that write parking tickets downtown.  That job can make you pretty 
unpopular with a lot of people. 
 
After group members have answered: 
 

● One of the two apostles we’ll be discussing tonight had a job that automatically made him one 
of the most hated people in his society.  

● Tax collectors, or publicans, were the most despised people in Israel. 
● They were traitors that were paid to take money from their own people and gave it to the 

Roman government that oppressed the Jews and occupied their lands.  
● It’s probably fair to say that none of the 12 were as surprised to receive an invitation to follow 

Jesus as Matthew was.  
● We’ll also talk about an apostle that’s known more for the doubts he sometimes battled than 

any great deeds he ever did in ministry, Thomas. 
● Jesus chose them, changed them and worked through them to do amazing things.  Let’s see 

what we can learn from their lives.  



 
PLAY LESSON 8 VIDEO - START BY 7:45PM AT THE LATEST 

 
[AFTER VIDEO]  

 

Leader Note:  The group should be reviewing the ‘Ending Comments’ at approximately 8:25pm. 
 

COMMENT: 
Many that had led very sinful lives before meeting Jesus were quick to believe and obey Him. 
Outcasts and rejects like Matthew didn’t struggle with repentance.  Their sins were obvious to them 
and everybody else. They were lost, and they knew it.  When the offer for salvation came, they were 
eager to do whatever was required to enter into the Kingdom of God. 
 
It was the stuffy, self righteous, “religious” people that refused. The Pharisees (and others like them) 
were just as guilty in the eyes of God, but most of their sins were “internal” rather than “external.” 
Their twisted motives and hard hearts were just as evil as the lifestyles of the people they were quick 
to point the finger at, but they had too much pride to even think about repenting.  In their eyes, they 
didn’t need to.  It was beneath them.  Because of this, Jesus told them, "Assuredly, I say to you that 
tax collectors and harlots enter the kingdom of God before you.” (Matthew 21:31) 
 
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS: 

● What are some “internal sins” that people are quick to overlook?  
● Why do you think we’re so quick to judge the sins we can see, but we’re much less 

concerned with sins of the heart? 
● How would you describe what it means to be “self-righteous?”  In your opinion, what 

are the dangers of it? 
● Matthew didn’t look like someone that would be open to the gospel of Jesus Christ.  In 

fact, he probably appeared just the opposite.  Have you ever reached out to someone 
looked like they didn’t want anything to do with God and been surprised by their 
response? 

 

 

 

COMMENT: 
Thomas always seemed to expect the worst possible outcomes, but he was also extremely loyal. 
When Jesus announced that they were heading back to Bethany, all of the disciples thought it was a 
bad idea.  Many of them thought that Jesus would be caught and killed.  Thomas was sure of it.  But 
when Jesus made it clear that He wouldn’t change His mind, the one known for his doubts was the 
first to speak up.  He said, “Let us also go, that we may die with Him." (John 11:16)  He may have 
been a pessimist, but he was far from a coward.  The others followed his lead. 
 



He wasn’t under the illusion that following Jesus would be easy, but he was ready to face whatever 
was required.  Suffering wasn’t out of the question for Thomas.  In fact, it was expected.  In his mind, 
it was far better to face death with Jesus than to face life without Him. 
 
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS: 

● Who is someone you know that you consider to be extremely loyal?  How does it show? 
● During the times in your life that following Jesus hasn’t been easy, what are some 

things that have kept you from giving up? 
● The other disciples followed Thomas’s lead even when he suggested that they go with 

Jesus into a very dangerous situation.  Is there someone you know that you’d follow in 
a heartbeat even into difficult circumstances?  What makes them so easy to follow?  

 
 

COMMENT: 

Thomas picked up his reputation as a doubter from a comment he made after Jesus had been 
crucified.  “Unless I see in His hands the print of the nails, and put my hand into His side, I will not 
believe,” he told the other disciples.  Jesus had appeared to rest of the them, but Thomas hadn’t been 
with them when it happened.  Many people are very critical of Thomas for this statement, but as we 
learned during tonight’s lesson, the rest of the disciples demanded visible proof as well.  They simply 
got theirs first. 
 
When Jesus did appear to Thomas to grant his request, He showed no anger or resentment towards 
him because of his doubts.  He hadn’t come to give Thomas a hard time.  He had come to restore his 
faith.  Thomas loved Jesus deeply, so the loss hurt him deeply.  Rather than rubbing salt into a fresh 
wound, Jesus showed empathy and compassion.  He gave Thomas what he needed, not what he 
deserved. 
 
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS: 

● People give Thomas a very hard time about his doubts, but Jesus didn’t.  Does that 
surprise you?  Why or why not? 

● Jesus gave Thomas exactly what he needed in order to restore his faith.  Have you ever 
been through a season in which you needed God to restore your faith?  How did He do 
this? 

 

 

ENDING COMMENTS (8:25pm): 
If we were in charge of choosing the members of the 12, we would probably have passed over both 
the publican and the pessimist. 

● One was considered the worst of sinners.  The other was negative and moody.  
● But personality, status or background aren’t “deal breakers” when it comes to Jesus.  
● He gave both of them what they needed in order to grow into what He required. 
● Rather than focusing on what we’re not, God sees what we can and will be and supplies what 

we need to get there. 



 
[CLOSING PRAYER] 

 
[DISMISS BY 8:30PM] 

 

For your convenience, here is the link to submit your group attendance https://por.ccbchurch.com  
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