
 

LESSON 10 LEADER OUTLINE 

James the Less, Simon the Zealot and Thaddeus 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS - 7:30PM 

 

BEGIN LESSON - 7:33PM 

 

LESSON INTRODUCTION 

Welcome to Lesson 10 of our Home Group series: A Dime a Dozen: What Average Can Accomplish. 
● During this series, we’ve been getting up close and personal with each of the 12 men that 

Jesus appointed to be apostles. 
● Rather than spiritual superheroes, what we’ve found is that these men were about average in 

terms of their abilities and their flaws. 
● God hand picked them, faults and all, and use them to change the world.  He can and does 

want to do the same with us. 
 
ICEBREAKER 
Leader Note: Please say, “Everybody get your smartphones ready.  You’ll probably need them for this 
question.  If you don’t have one, somebody will be glad to let you use theirs if you need it.” 
 
What’s the meaning of your name?  Do you feel it describes you?  
 
Leader Note: It’s a good idea to research your name ahead of time and have an answer ready. 
 
After group members have answered: 
 
Earlier on in our series, we studied some of the better known members of the 12.  

● Many times, we were able to learn a lot about these men from the details recorded in the Bible. 
● But when it comes to James the Less, Simon the Zealot and Thaddeus - names are just about 

all we know concerning the lives and ministries of this lesser known group of apostles. 
● But names can tell us a lot in some cases.  
● Let’s see what we can learn about their lives from tonight’s lesson. 

 



 

PLAY LESSON 10 VIDEO - START BY 7:45PM AT THE LATEST 

 
[AFTER VIDEO]  

 

COMMENT: 
We’ve seen many examples of the fact that Jesus called together very different types of people when 
He appointed the 12.  Some (like Simon the Zealot and Matthew the Publican) would have been 
fierce enemies if it hadn’t been for the life-changing power of the Master they followed.  Some were 
extremely outgoing and bold while others seemed to be more shy and reserved.  God definitely used 
this diverse group to make a difference in their world.  He also probably used them to make a 
difference in each other. 
 
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS: 

● At some point in our lives, we’ve all been forced to spend time around someone that 
had a completely different personality than we do.  Maybe it was a co-worker or a fellow 
student. 

○ What are some things you learned as a result of this experience?  How did it 
change you for the better? 

● We’ve been talking about the personalities of people that we have to be around.  Let’s 
think for a minute about the people we choose to spend time with.  

○ Do you have a close friend that has a very different personality than you do? 
What’s one quality they have (that you don’t) that you appreciate? 

 

 

COMMENT: 
Which of the 12 are you most like?  To help answer that question, we’ll be taking a short personality 
test that compares our character traits to those of the apostles.  
 
Leader Note: Please take the personality test yourself by Monday evening, 11/9/2015.  This should 
leave you plenty of time to contact your coach in case you have questions about the test, scoring, etc. 
Going through the test yourself will help you to better explain it to others. 
 
Leader Notes:  Pass out the first handout entitled, “Which Apostle Are You?” to group members.  DO 
NOT pass out the second handout at this time. 
 

1. Review the instructions of the personality test with group members.  
2. Make sure they know that the personality test handout is two sided.  
3. Tell group members to total their answers at the bottom as soon as they’ve completed the test.  
4. Once all group members have finished the test, ask: How many chose the letter ‘S’ most 

often?  ‘S’ stands for Simon Peter. 
a. Read through the section entitled, “Simon Peter.”  

5. Next, ask: How many chose the letter J most often? ‘J’ stands for James and John. 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B_FZNbxSGjwPY0tHcERQdlE1ZUE/view?usp=sharing


a. Read through the section entitled, “James and John, the sons of thunder.”  
6. Next, ask: How many chose the letter A most often?  ‘A’ stands for Andrew. 

a. Read through the section entitled, “Andrew.”  
7. Next, ask: How many chose the letter P most often?  ‘P’ stands for Philip. 

a. Read through the section entitled, “Philip.”  
 
Next, pass out the second handout containing the summaries you just read to group members. 
 
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS: 

Take a quick look at the section that outlines the apostle that you mostly closely identify with. 
 
Leader Note: Give group members a moment to review their personality type. 
 

● Which characteristic included in this description is spot on for you? 
● What do you feel are the greatest strengths about your personality type? 
● What do you feel are the biggest challenges for someone with your personality type? 
● What aspect of your personality has God used to minister to others?  

○ Leader Note: You may want to give these examples to get people thinking: 
■ For Peters, maybe it’s your outgoing nature. 
■ For Andrews, maybe it’s your ability to connect with people. 
■ For Philips, maybe it’s your ability to bring reason and balance to situations. 
■ For James and Johns, maybe it’s your ability to get results and make progress. 

● Which one of the personality types mentioned do you feel is the opposite of yours? 
What are some things you need to keep in mind when dealing with someone with this 
nature? 

● What was your secondary personality type?  Which characteristic included in its 
description was most accurate about you? 

 
 

 

ENDING COMMENTS (8:25pm): 
The faithful members of the 12 were an amazingly diverse group in terms of their personalities and 
giftings, but they were united by their love for Jesus. 

● Each brought unique strengths to the team that were necessary to accomplish the mission 
they had been given.  

● God still draws together different kinds of people and uses them to do great things. 
● When there’s an atmosphere of unity, differences aren’t a weakness.  They’re a great strength. 

They help us become better Christians and be more effective in reaching our world. 
 
[CLOSING PRAYER] 

 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B_FZNbxSGjwPNmprbkVRdE5aMUk/view?usp=sharing


Next week, we’ll be meeting together to celebrate Thanksgiving a week early!  Instead of our usual 
lesson and discussion, we’ll be having a Thanksgiving meal and enjoying a night of fun and 
fellowship. 
 
Leader Note: Discuss your plans for the Thanksgiving Fellowship Night, including food assignments, 
etc. 
 
[DISMISS BY 8:30PM] 

 

For your convenience, here is the link to submit your group attendance https://por.ccbchurch.com  
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