
 

LESSON 8 LEADER OUTLINE 

Nathanael, The Apostle That Was Without Deceit 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS - 7:30PM 

 

BEGIN LESSON - 7:33PM 

 

LESSON INTRODUCTION 

Welcome to Lesson 8 of our Home Group series: A Dime a Dozen: What Average Can Accomplish. 
● During this series, we’ll get up close and personal with each of the 12 men that Jesus 

appointed to be apostles. 
● Rather than spiritual superheroes, what we’ll find is that these men were about average in 

terms of their abilities and their flaws. 
● God hand picked them, faults and all, and use them to change the world.  He can and does 

want to do the same with us. 
 
ICEBREAKER 
Are you a person that “tells is like it is?”  On a scale of 1 to 10, rate your level of bluntness.  Has it 
ever gotten you into trouble before? 
 
After group members have answered: 
 
The first words Jesus ever spoke to Nathanael tell us a lot about this apostle’s character. 

● As the Lord saw him approaching, He said, “"Behold, an Israelite indeed, in whom is no 
deceit!" 

● Nathanael was far from perfect.  He had his faults, but hypocrisy wasn’t one of them.  
● He was the type of person who said what he meant and meant what he said. 
● When his friend Philip told him that the Messiah had been found and that he was from the town 

of Nazareth, Nathanael wasn’t shy about expressing his doubts. 
● He wasn’t sure about Jesus, and he was upfront about it.  But he came with Philip to meet Him 

anyway.  
● Let’s see what we can learn from his story. 

 
 



PLAY LESSON 8 VIDEO - START BY 7:45PM AT THE LATEST 

 
[AFTER VIDEO]  

 

Leader Note:  The group should be reviewing the ‘Ending Comments’ at approximately 8:25pm. 
 

COMMENT: 

Like many Jews in his day, Nathanael didn’t think very highly of the town of Nazareth or its residents. 
It seemed impossible to him that the Messiah would come out of a place that was so corrupt and 
uncultured.  
 
In 1st Peter 2:7, Jesus is referred to as, “...the stone that the builders rejected [that became] the 
cornerstone….”  The next verse says that, “He is the stone that makes people stumble.”  In 
Nathanael’s day, people “stumbled” because of unbelief and rejected Him for many reasons.  Jesus 
wasn’t who they expected; He wasn’t from the place they expected; and He didn’t do what they 
expected. 
 
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS: 

● What are some problems that can arise from thinking that, “we have God all figured 
out?” 

● Isaiah 55:9 (NLT) says, “For just as the heavens are higher than the earth, so My ways 
are higher than your ways and My thoughts higher than your thoughts.”  Has God ever 
worked something out in your life in a way that you didn’t expect?  What happened? 

● We talked about some reasons people chose to reject Jesus in Nathanael’s day.  From 
what you’ve experienced, what are some reasons people choose to reject Him today? 

 

 

COMMENT: 
Nathanael was obviously a student of the Word of God.  When Philip came to tell his friend that he 
had found the Messiah, he didn’t introduce Jesus as Someone that would fix all of Nathanael’s 
problems or make his life better.  He simply told him that they had, “...found Him of whom Moses in 
the law, and also the prophets, wrote.” (John 1:45)  He told Nathanael what he knew would matter 
most to him - the Scriptures that he had spent such a long time studying (and probably memorizing) 
had been fulfilled. 
 
There’s a good possibility that the fig tree that Jesus saw Nathanael under before Philip called him 
was his “prayer closet” - the place he went to pray and study.  Because Nathanael was a man of 
prayer that was also familiar with the Word, he easily recognized Jesus as Messiah and committed 
himself completely after only one conversation with the Lord. 
 
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS: 

● Nathanael was a student of the Word.  What are some benefits of studying the Word of 
God on a regular basis? 



● Nathanael also prayed regularly.  Who is someone you know that is a person of prayer? 
How has God used them to impact your life?  

● Nathanael was brought to the Lord by his friend.  How did you come to Jesus?  Did it 
take time for you to commit, or did you go ‘all in’ immediately the way that Nathanael 
did? 

○ Leader Note: You might want to make it clear that some that struggle to commit initially 
become extremely dedicated Christians that are mightily used by God.  How we start 
out doesn’t necessarily affect how we end up. 

 
 

 

COMMENT: 

Jesus’s first words to Nathanael paid him a very high compliment.  John 1:47 (God’s Word 
Translation) says, “Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward him and remarked, "Here is a true Israelite 
who is sincere."  Even though (as a Jew) he was a physical descendant of Abraham, Jesus wasn’t 
talking about genetics.  This was a statement about his character and his desire to please God. 
 
The Israelites in Nathanael’s time were mostly phonies.  They were a living fulfillment of the words 
God had spoken through the prophet Isaiah centuries earlier when he said, "These people make a big 
show of saying the right thing, but their hearts aren't in it.”  Nathanael, however, was the “real deal” 
even though he still had some issues he needed to work on. 
 
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS: 

● The Jews in Nathanael’s day talked a lot about God, but their lives didn’t match up with 
their words.  How can we avoid falling into a similar trap? 

● There were definitely some aspects of Nathanael’s life that needed work, but the Lord’s 
first words to him were about a positive quality he possessed rather than an area he 
was lacking in.  God knows and appreciates our strengths.  If you were in Nathanael’s 
shoes that day, what positive quality do you think Jesus would have complimented you 
for? 

● According to Jesus, Nathanael was the “real deal.”  What’s one quality you would 
expect in the life of an authentic Christian?  Why? 

 

ENDING COMMENTS (8:25pm): 
Nathanael wasn’t perfect, but he was genuine.  His theology needed some help, but his heart was in 
the right place. 

● After just one meeting with Jesus, he spent the rest of his life working for the Kingdom of God 
and spreading the gospel. 

● In John 1:50, the Lord told Nathanael, “You’ve become a believer because I say I saw you 
sitting under the fig tree?  You haven’t seen anything yet.” 

● Nathanael would see many more amazing things throughout his lifetime of service to the Lord. 
As we follow his example of faithfulness, that same statement certainly applies to us. 

 



[CLOSING PRAYER] 

 
Join us next week as we study Matthew and Thomas, the Publican and the Pessimist. 
 
[DISMISS BY 8:30PM] 

 

 

For your convenience, here is the link to submit your group attendance https://por.ccbchurch.com  

https://por.ccbchurch.com/
https://por.ccbchurch.com/

