
 

LESSON 5 LEADER OUTLINE 

John, the Apostle of Love 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS - 7:30PM 

 

BEGIN LESSON - 7:33PM 

 

LESSON INTRODUCTION 

Welcome to Lesson 5 of our Home Group series: A Dime a Dozen: What Average Can Accomplish. 
● During this series, we’ll get up close and personal with each of the 12 men that Jesus 

appointed to be apostles. 
● Rather than spiritual superheroes, what we’ll find is that these men were about average in 

terms of their abilities and their flaws. 
● God hand picked them, faults and all, and use them to change the world.  He can and does 

want to do the same with us. 
 
ICEBREAKER 
What are some things about your personality that have changed for the better as you’ve gotten older? 
 
After group members have answered: 
 
The apostle John is well known for a quality that’s mentioned several times throughout the gospel and 
letters that he wrote: love. 

● In the book of John, he refers to himself as, “the disciple whom Jesus loved” on four separate 
occasions.  He used the word “love” more than 80 times in his writings, but it wasn’t a quality 
that came naturally to him. 

● John was far from the meek, mild and fragile man that medieval artists often portrayed him to 
be.  In fact, he was every bit as rugged, hard-edged and ambitious as the worst of the 12.  

● Jesus called John and his brother, James, “the sons of thunder,” and as a young man, his 
personality was a perfect match for the nickname he was given. 

● But being with Jesus changed John.  He ended his life with a very different attitude and outlook 
than he began it with.  Let’s see what we can learn from his story. 

 
 



PLAY LESSON 5 VIDEO - START BY 7:45PM AT THE LATEST 

 
[AFTER VIDEO]  

 

Leader Note:  The group should be reviewing the ‘Ending Comments’ at approximately 8:25pm. 
 

COMMENT: 

Truth was John’s passion.  He often spoke in absolute terms that left no room for grey areas.  It’s fair 
to say that one of the dangerous tendencies for people with John’s personality is the natural 
inclination to push things to extremes.  A passion for truth that’s not balanced by a love for people can 
quickly transition into a harsh, judgmental, even hateful attitude and outlook.  We see a lot of this in 
the early years of John’s ministry.  He was ambitious, extreme in his view points and intolerant of 
others.  No one could have doubted his dedication, but he probably wasn’t a lot of fun to be around. 
When pushed out of balance, our greatest strengths can become weaknesses.  
 
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS: 

● What kinds of things should we think about before making harsh, judgemental 
statements or conclusions about people? 

○ Leader Note: You could possibly mention, “Can we take what we dish out?  How would 
we respond if someone said this to us?” 

● What are some mistakes you made when you were a new believer due to a lack of 
balance?  How are you different in these areas today? 

● Think about your strengths as an individual.  How could these become weaknesses 
when “pushed out of balance?” 

 

 

COMMENT: 

The apostle Paul wrote that mature believers should be able to, “...speak the truth in love.” 
(Ephesians 4:15).  Later in his life, John was a great model and example of this scripture.  He never 
lost his love for truth or his intolerance for lies, false doctrine and immorality.  But he also learned to 
love others as the Lord had loved him.  Love became the anchor and centerpiece of the truth he was 
so passionate about.  The Lord knew that the most powerful advocate of love needed to be someone 
who never compromised the truth. 
 
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS: 

● How would you describe what it means to, “speak the truth in love”? 
● It’s vital that people understand both God’s love and the requirements He has set in His 

Word for salvation.  What’s the danger in only emphasizing God’s love?  
○ Leader Note: After others have shared, you might add, “We can “love” people right into 

eternal condemnation if we don’t also share with them the plan of salvation.  Wisdom 
and God’s timing is crucial in knowing when and what to share with people.” 

 



COMMENT: 
It’s obvious that there were some lessons John needed to learn before he could move forward in his 
calling and ministry.  It’s also obvious that he learned them.  Despite the mistakes he made, Jesus 
trusted John.  He placed His mother in the care of this apostle - a great statement of the faith He had 
in him.  The Lord never perceived his failures as final.  Just like the rest of us, John was the recipient 
of many “second chances.” 
 
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS: 

● Do you think that mistakes are part of the process of maturing as a believer?  Why? 
● John made the most out of the second chances he was given.  How should we 

approach a second chance in order to make the most out of it? 
● What would you tell someone who feels like their failures are final?  What could you say 

to uplift and encourage them? 
○ Leader Note: If time permits, you could also ask: 

■ What other men and women in the Bible made big mistakes at some point 
and also received second chances?  

■ What do their stories teach us about God’s mercy? 
 

 

ENDING COMMENTS (8:25pm): 
He began his Christian walk full of ambition and extremism, but his relationship with Jesus changed 
John’s character dramatically. 

● He didn’t lose his zeal for truth.  The Lord simply helped him to add a healthy dose of love that 
brought a wonderful balance to his ministry. 

● As he matured, his greatest areas of weakness all developed into his greatest strengths. 
● He’s another great example of an ordinary person that was used by God to do extraordinary 

things. 
 
[CLOSING PRAYER] 

 
We’ve reached the midway point in our current Home Group series. 

● Next week, instead of our usual lesson and discussion questions, we’ll focus on food and fun 
for the whole evening. 

● We’ve got a great menu and some exciting games and activities planned. 
○ Leader Note:  Please describe to your group the plans you’ve come up with for food and 

activities.  Delegate any necessary assignments at this point, and try to generate as 
much excitement as possible about this event.  End with comments designed to 
motivate all group members to attend. 

 
[DISMISS BY 8:30PM] 

 

 

For your convenience, here is the link to submit your group attendance https://por.ccbchurch.com  

https://por.ccbchurch.com/
https://por.ccbchurch.com/

