
 

LESSON 4 LEADER OUTLINE 

James, the Apostle of Passion 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS - 7:30PM 

 

BEGIN LESSON - 7:33PM 

 

LESSON INTRODUCTION 

Welcome to Lesson 4 of our Home Group series: A Dime a Dozen: What Average Can Accomplish. 
● During this series, we’ll get up close and personal with each of the 12 men that Jesus 

appointed to be apostles. 
● Rather than spiritual superheroes, what we’ll find is that these men were about average in 

terms of their abilities and their flaws. 
● God hand picked them, faults and all, and use them to change the world.  He can and does 

want to do the same with us. 
 
ICEBREAKER 
Besides your relationship with God, what’s something that you’re passionate about? 

● Leader Note:  Please add, “I doubt we’d go here, but just in case, nothing divisive, like politics.”  
 
After group members have answered: 
 
Out of all the ways we could describe the apostle we’ll be studying tonight, “passionate” is definitely 
the term that fits best.  

● James was intense.  He was on fire for God, and that was the right attitude. He wanted to call 
down fire on anyone that disagreed with him, and that was the wrong approach.  

● Zeal (or intensity) is a great quality as long as our motives are pure, and we make sure to 
balance it with wisdom and love. 

● But when pride, insecurity and anger mix themselves with passion, we’re more likely to drive 
people away from Jesus rather than bring them to Him. 

● The life and ministry of James gives us a great look at the pro’s and con’s of passion.  Let’s 
see what we can learn from his story. 

 
 



PLAY LESSON 4 VIDEO - START BY 7:45PM AT THE LATEST 

 
[AFTER VIDEO]  

 

Leader Note:  The group should be reviewing the ‘Ending Comments’ at approximately 8:25pm. 
 

COMMENT: 

The same Samaritans that rejected Jesus in Luke 9:54 experienced an awesome revival a few years 
later.  An evangelist named Philip preached the gospel to them, and Acts 8:16 tells us that, “... many 
were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus.”  When the 12 heard about it, they sent Peter and John 
to lay hands on those that had been baptized, “and they received the Holy Ghost.”  (Acts 8:17) 
 
Many of the people that were baptized and received the gift of the Holy Ghost during this revival were 
undoubtedly part of the group that James had wanted to see burned alive.  He was quick to write 
them off, but God had a different plan. 
 
 
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS: 

● Are we sometimes too quick to “write people off” that reject Jesus?  Why do you think 
we respond this way? 

● Have you ever known someone that was considered a “lost cause?”  It didn’t look like 
they would ever be saved, but today they’re living for God.  How did it happen? 

● James had zeal, but he lacked mercy.  Why is this a dangerous combination for a 
Christian? 

 
 
COMMENT: 

In Mark 10, James and John came to Jesus and asked Him to do a favor for them.  "Arrange it," they 
said, "so that we will be awarded the highest places of honor in your glory—one of us at your right, 
the other at your left." (Mark 10:37, The Message Bible).  They assumed that He would quickly 
establish an earthly kingdom, and they were asking for positions that would give them more honor 
and more authority than anyone besides the Lord Himself. 
 
They had no clue that the Kingdom was heavenly, and that the King would soon be crucified.  He told 
them, “You don’t know what you are asking! Are you able to drink from the bitter cup of suffering I am 
about to drink?”(Mark 10:38, NLT)  They didn’t understand that in order to share in His glory, they had 
to share in His suffering.  One didn’t come without the other. 
 
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS: 

● Do you think it’s important to be willing to suffer for the cause of Christ?  Why? 
● What are some barriers our generation faces in being willing to suffer? 
● The persecution of the early church resulted in great revival.  In what ways do you think 

persecution can make us better Christians? 



 
 

COMMENT: 
Ultimately, passion became a huge positive in the ministry of James.  It matured into a powerful but 
balanced enthusiasm that helped him spread the gospel and save souls.  He was still courageous, 
zealous, and committed to truth, but he had learned to use these qualities to serve God rather than 
using them to serve himself. 
 
Well-known minister John Wesley once wrote, “Light yourself on fire with passion and people will 
come from miles to watch you burn.”  
 
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS: 

● Why do you think passion draws people and helps us to be more effective witnesses? 
● What kinds of things cause people to lose their passion for the things of God and why? 
● At what point in your life were you most passionate about God?  How did it show? 
● What kinds of things can we do to build passion and reignite the fire in our relationship 

with God? 
 

 

ENDING COMMENTS (8:25pm): 
The Lord had a plan in the life of James, and passion was a big part of it. 

● God had created him to be a man of intensity, and he never lost his zeal.  
● He simply learned to balance it with sensitivity and grace. 
● What seemed like a weakness became a great strength. 
● James is another example of how God can move through flawed people to do incredible 

things. 
 
[CLOSING PRAYER] 

 
Join us next week as we take a closer look at James’ brother, John, the apostle of love.  
 
[DISMISS BY 8:30PM] 

 

 

For your convenience, here is the link to submit your group attendance https://por.ccbchurch.com  
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