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Isaiah 50:4-9a 
  

This is considered the third of four Servant songs and is the prophet's address to the believing 
and unbelieving Israel. The word Servant meant trusted envoy, confidential representative and 
is considered to be the Messiah. 
  
Verse 4:  “The Lord God has given me the tongue of the learned that I should know how to 
speak a word in season to him who is weary.”   The title Lord here means Master and God 
represents the divine name of Yahweh,  Learned has also been translated as disciple.  This 
passage tells me that I should strive to encourage others.  As his disciple, he will give me the 
words for this gift as an encourager.      
  
“He awakens me morning by morning.”  Pastor Chris Little told us once in a sermon that it is a 
good habit to wake up in the morning by saying “Good Morning Lord, show me your way 
today.”   And then at night, we can say, “Good night Lord, thanks for the many blessings of the 
day.”  I have tried to make this a habit.   It really helps me to feel closer to the Lord and to seek 
his will.   I also remember the verse in Lamentation 3:23 which tells us that his mercies and 
compassions are new every morning and Great is Your Faithfulness.  I am extremely thankful for 
this promise.  No matter how discouraged I feel in the evening, I have the promise of a new and 
better day! 
  
 “He awakens my ear to hear as the learned.”  My ears have been opened as a sign to be 
obedient and to be responsible to God. 
  
Verse 5:  “The Lord God has opened my ear and I was not rebellious, nor did I turn away.”   The 
opening of the ear canal is a symbol for hearing and obeying and not being rebellious, unlike 
Israel in the days of Isaiah. 
  
Verse 6:  “I gave my back to those who struck me and my cheeks to those who plucked out the 

beard.  I did not hide my face from shame and spitting.”  Jesus suffered the humiliation of being 

struck in the back as criminals and fools endured beatings.  Pulling out the beard was a sign of 

disrespect and contempt.   To be shamed by mocking and spitting was to show hatred, insult, 
and disgrace.  This was the ultimate suffering of Jesus as prophesied by Isaiah. 
  
Verse 7:  “For the Lord God will help me.  Therefore I will not be disgraced.  Therefore, I have 
set my face like a flint, and I know that I will not be ashamed.”   The Lord is the servant's only 
source of help.  To not be disgraced means to be honored.  Flint is a hard rock that is abundant 
in the middle east.  Its hardness is useful in making tools such as hammers and knives.  So flint 
can represent determination in the face of opposition.  This was true of the Lord's suffering.  It 
can also be true of Christians as we determine to live for Him and to always be Christlike. 
  
Verse 8:  “He is near who justifies me.  Who will contend with me?  Let us stand together. Who 



is my adversary?  Let him come near me.”  The one who is justified is righteous.  This was 
fulfilled in Jesus and through his death on the cross we can obtain forgiveness for our sins. 
  
Verse 9a:  “Surely the Lord God will help me.  Who is he who will condemn me?”  This is 
another prophecy of the suffering of our Savior Jesus Christ.  Through his suffering, we are 
promised a new life in him.  When I reflect on the terrible suffering that Jesus went through so 
that I can have the promise of eternal life, it brings tears and thanks to my heart.  I was asked 
once why a good God allows Christians to suffer bad things.  I told the person that I cannot give 
the perfect answer to this, but one thing I do know is that anyone who went through what 
Jesus did has to truly love me.  Because of that love, I will do my best to serve him, regardless of 
what life puts in my path.  He is there to help me through whatever comes my way. 
  
I enjoy singing hymns and thinking of the words as praises to God.  These verses remind me of 
some words from an old hymn by Clara H. Scott.  All 3 verses are wonderful, but I will remind 
you of the words that reflect on these verses. 
  
Open my eyes, that I may see.  Glimpses of truth Thou hast for me. Open my ears, that I may 
hear Voices of truth Thou sendest clear. Silently now I wait for Thee, Ready, my God, Thy will to 
see. Open my eyes, (ears, heart), illumine me, Spirit divine! 
  
Lord, help me to live by these words as I strive to serve thee. 
  

 

 


