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Exodus 12:1-14 
  

Passover was, and still is, a reminder of God’s love and salvation. The use of blood on the 
doorposts was not unusual to the Israelites or a surprise to those who recognize its New 
Testament significance. God’s instructions were clear and specific. The Israelites were to 
prepare a perfect sacrifice, without defect or blemish. God told them how to prepare it and 
how to eat it. He told them to share it with their neighbors. They were to eat all of the meat or 
burn the leftovers.  And they were to use hyssop to paint the blood of the sacrifice on their 
doorposts so their firstborns remained safe. God told them to be ready at a moment’s notice to 
leave Egypt, cloak tucked into their belts, sandals on their feet. God promised he would save 
them. He told the Israelites exactly how He would do it and what He expected them to do. 
 
A couple of things stand out as I consider this passage. The first is that God is very specific in His 
instructions. Everything had significance at that time and also pointed to Christ’s crucifixion and 
salvation. God expected the Israelites to follow His directions exactly. They were to use a 
“perfect” sacrifice. Later, Jesus became the perfect sacrifice who would provide salvation. They 
were to spread the blood of the sacrifice on their doorposts. The blood would protect all in 
their households. Christ’s blood later would bring complete cleansing, healing, and salvation to 
all who accept Him. 
 
A second thought is that the Israelites were to be all packed up and ready to go as they ate the 
meat of the sacrifice and unleavened bread. We should always be ready to follow Christ and tell 
others about Him. God also gave them instructions to remember and tell future generations 
about what He did. He knew the people would have short memories, so He instituted the 
Passover and Feast of Unleavened Bread as yearly remembrances.  Christians today remember 
Christ’s death during Holy Week and His glorious resurrection on Easter. 
  

God is intentional about His promises and instructions to us. Are we following the instruction 
we get from studying scripture? Are we ready at a moment’s notice to obey God’s direction? 
Are we teaching and passing on scripture to future generations? May this Holy Week be a time 
of remembrance and renewed commitment to spreading the Good News. 
  
 


