
 

 
 

Mt. Pleasant United Brethren in Christ Church 

MARRIAGE POLICY OF MINISTRY STAFF 

 

Purpose of Marriage:  We believe that marriage was instituted by God and is regulated by Him.   

For this reason the church must refrain from altering marriage from what the Bible has revealed 

about it.  God’s ideal purpose of marriage is companionship between a man and a woman 

(Genesis 2:18) in a permanent relationship which can end only when one partner dies. 

The following are principles and guidelines which the ministry staff at Mt. Pleasant will 

follow in questions regarding marriage. 

1. According to scripture, a Christian should marry only another Christian (1 Cor.7:39, 2 

Cor. 6:14).  Therefore, we will not knowingly marry a Christian and a non-Christian. 

  

2. Since the issue of being “unequally yoked” does not apply in the case of two non- 

Christians, such a marriage may be performed at the minister’s discretion.  A clear 

presentation of the gospel will be presented to the couple during counseling. 

 

3. As a general policy, marriage by the ministry staff will be limited to the following 

situations: 

a. When at least one of the parties is a member or regular attender of Mt. Pleasant. 

b. We believe a Christian marriage should be honored in the context of a local 

fellowship of believers, where continued support and contact can continue following 

the wedding.  Therefore, it is felt important that the parties being married have at least 

the above connection to the Mt. Pleasant church. 

 

4. In line with the biblical teaching on the need for chastity before marriage, the ministry 

staff will use discretion as to the marrying of two individuals living in the same residence 

or where pregnancy is involved.  

 

5. Every couple will need to participate in pre-marital counseling sessions with the 

officiating minister.   

 

6. In God’s original plan, marriage was intended to last for the lifetime of the parties.  

However, the Bible does cite a few specific situations in which divorce and remarriage is 

permissible.  We believe the Christian has biblical grounds for remarriage in the 

following situations: 

a. When the spouse dies.  In this case, the believing survivor may be married again to 

another believer (1 Cor. 7:39). 

b. When the marriage and divorce occurred prior to salvation (2 Cor. 5:17, Eph. 2:1-7). 

c. When the spouse is guilty of marital unfaithfulness and will not repent and live 

faithfully with the partner, and the offended partner is innocent of such conduct.  

Marital unfaithfulness includes adultery, prostitution, sodomy, incest, bestiality, 

homosexuality, and lesbianism. 
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