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ECCLESIASTES 11:1-6 
  

The Puritans said, “Idle hands are the devil’s playthings.”  

  

Listen, I’m not a Puritan. I’m guessing you aren’t a Puritan either. They burned a few too 

many fake witches for my taste. But maybe they were onto something with this aphorism.   

  

I’ve written four other versions of this devotional. They were all needlessly philosophical 

and impractical. They were like horoscopes—mired in generality to the point of seeming 

like being about everything but actually being about nothing whatsoever. A lot of 

devotionals are like that.  

  

The Bible possesses a wealth of heady ideas ready for your perusal. I’ll let you find them 

on your own (or perhaps elsewhere in this devotional book). Allow me to offer something 

so simple that it’s nearly impossible.  

  

There was an older guy that used to sub regularly at my high school. He had short, brown 

hair and round, thick glasses. He always wore a bolo tie. I don’t remember his name. But I 

do remember a story he told us.  

  

We had this vocab word in my English class: alacrity. Alacrity is a noun meaning brisk and 

cheerful readiness. It’s essentially the opposite of procrastination. The old sub saw the 

word and exclaimed, “Alacrity! I lack alacrity. I’ve wanted to build a shed in my backyard 

for over a decade. Every Saturday morning, I say to myself, ‘I should start that shed today.’ 

Well, I never have. And I’m starting to think I never will.”  

  

I instantly respected the man’s honesty, but I didn’t want to end up like him. I’m sure you 

can think of your unstarted shed—that thing you want to do but never do. I’ve got about 

ten unstarted sheds hanging over my head. I want to write a book. I want to get better at 

the guitar. I want to run a half-marathon. I want to fold and put away that ever-growing 

blob of clean clothes on my floor. I want to talk to my parents more. But hey, it’s a heck of 

a lot easier to watch Netflix and window-shop on Amazon—to watch the wind and look at 

the clouds. I’m trying to get better.  

  

Here’s some of the best advice I’ve ever received (I read it in an internet forum): if the thing 

you want to do will take less than ten minutes, do it now; if the thing you want to do will 

take more than ten minutes, work on it ten minutes a day until it’s done.  

  



Becoming more fully alive requires action. And action requires persistence. And persistence 

requires alacrity. Do you have it?  

  

I don’t think God is telling us to never relax. Feel free to take a breather after a long, hard 

day. But don’t stretch that excuse into oblivion.  

  

We were created to be productive. God wants us to 1) create goals and 2) complete them. 

Modern humans are incredible at step one. We usually fall apart during step two. Here’s 

the reality: when we don’t follow through with plans, we’re not following through with 

God’s plans.  

  

Figure out that thing that you want/need to do. And do it. Even if that means working a 

little every day. Small, constant steps in the right direction are still steps in the right 

direction. You’ll get where God wants you to go faster than you think.  

  

 

  

 


