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Many of us have heard about Jesus Christ and during this time, we always see movies, TV 

shows, documentaries, and other medium portraying the crucifixion of the Jewish carpenter. We 

will watch Him perform miracles, teach the crowds, or even see Him raise up Lazarus from the 

dead, but in mostly every scene of His crucifixion, Jesus always cries out “It is finished” before 

He dies on the cross. This famous [phrase can be read in passages such as John 19:28-30. Jesus 

famous words are probably known to many Christians around the world, and many hear the 

phrase every year during Good Friday services or events, but do we truly understand what Jesus 

crying out these three words mean for us? 

It points us to our sin. 

Jesus’ crucifixion points to many truths about the character of God and His relationship with 

man. Jesus’ crucifixion shows  us the severity of our sin. Sin should not be taken lightly like 

“oopsie daisies” that we commit. It is ultimate rebellion against God Himself and breaks our 

relationship with Him. Sin is so severe that it ultimately kills us for eternity. Because of sin, we 

are forever separated from a good God due to His nature of holiness. Sin ultimately takes us to 

the grave and leads us to hell for eternity. The Bible tells us that we have all sinned and fall short 

of the glory of God (Romans 3:23). Not only that but it reminds us that if claim that we don’t 

have any sin, we are only deceiving ourselves (1 John 1:8-10). So, we have all broken that 

relationship with a good and holy God and we are all destined to hell due to the sin in our lives. 

If Jesus truly is the Son of God and ultimately the second head of the Trinity, then this shows us 

how destructive sin is that it even took the very own son of God to die on the cross to beat it. Our 

works, sacrifices, or religious ceremonies weren’t enough to beat it. God Himself had to take 



action. By Jesus crying out “It is finished”, He ultimately was crying out that sin has been 

defeated. It no longer has dominion over those whom Jesus died for. Jesus was crying out that 

sin will no longer take us to the grave and to hell forever but that He Himself has become Victor 

over our lives (Romans 6:14).  

It points us to the justice of God. 

As mentioned in the previous point, God is good and therefore if He is truly good, then He must 

be just. Isaiah 30:18 says that the Lord is a God of justice. Usually when we think about justice, 

we think about courts and judges, or even superheroes saving the day from evil. God truly is a 

judge and if he is a good judge, He cannot let crime and corruption go unpunished. Many of us 

when confronting our sin believe that we can get away with our sin because “God will forgive us 

in the end”. God is a just God and is He is truly just (not corrupt in any way), He can’t just let 

our sins slip by or turn a blind eye to our sin. God will bring justice to the world and He will deal 

with every single sin we have committed—knowingly and unknowingly (Romans 2:12-15). 

However like a superhero saving us from the forces of evil, God has also beaten sin—the 

ultimate evil by sending Jesus, His own son to the cross in order to save us.  

By Jesus crying out “It is finished”, He was claiming that evil has been defeated and justice has 

been completely atoned for. How can this come to be? The Heidelberg Catechism in questions 

twelve through question nineteen explain this truth in a very easy-to-comprehend way. God is 

just and requires that His justice be satisfied. It needs to be paid in full either by ourselves or by 

another, according to the catechism. Because we have sinned, we cannot make this payment and 

in fact, because we sin daily, we increase that debt more and more. Even so, the justice of God is 

so immense that no mere being, human or animal could bear the weight of God’s wrath against 

sin and evil. This is why Jesus being truly God and truly man is so important. By Him being 

man, He can be a true mediator for our sin since He is representing humanity yet still being with 

no sin and Him being God, He can bear in His humanity the true weight of God’s wrath toward 

sin on the cross and therefore restore to us the righteousness of God and true life with Him. 

It shows us the love and grace of God. 

Jesus’ crucifixion ultimately points us to the love and grace that God has for us. The famous 

John 3:16 tells us that God so loved the world so much He gave us His Son for our salvation. 

Different circles in the church have different debates about whether God send His son to some or 

to all but the reality is we should focus on the object of God’s love: the world. The same world 

that despised God and rejected Him turning its back on Him, even when He created us. The fact 

that God loved us so much even we rebel against Him daily shows us how much He really loves 

us. 

7 For one will scarcely die for a righteous person—though perhaps for a good person one 

would dare even to die— 8 but God shows his love for us in that while we were still 

sinners, Christ died for us. (Romans 5:7) 



Jesus didn’t die on the cross because we are amazing or worthy. In fact, throughout the Bible we 

see that we are nothing but broken and rebellious. Jesus died on the cross because He Himself is 

amazing and worthy. God is so loving that He sent His son to die for our sins and He is so 

graceful that He did all this even when we didn’t deserve it. Therefore, this is why we call this 

Friday: Good Friday. It is so good because God has shown us how much He’s loved us even 

when we deserved nothing but His wrath and punishment. By Jesus crying out “it is finished”, 

He ultimately said “I love you and I’ve done this for you, even when you went against me.” 

The last part of John 3:16 says that those who believe in Jesus and trust Him, will not perish but 

we will have eternal life walking with God daily from this life to eternity. 

Three words we need to remember daily.  

Although we are familiar with the phrase, we might not comprehend the depth of it. In fact, 

because we hear it every year during the same season, Jesus’ crucifixion, for many of us, 

becomes a religious ceremony and it only stays as that. The reality is that Jesus’ crucifixion and 

the implications that come through His crucifixion should be a lifetime wonder in which we 

ponder every single day. I love how Burk Parsons in his contribution to Tabletalk Magazine puts 

it: 

All professing Christians know that the cross is important, but we often fail to grasp the 

all-encompassing significance of it—that the cross is not only at the heart of our faith, but 

it encompasses the entire existence of our faith, our life, and our worship. In order for us 

to possess a proper theology of the cross, the reality of Christ and Him crucified must 

possess us in all that we believe and in all that we do. The cross should not just be at the 

top of our theological priority list; it should be at the center of all our theological 

priorities. If we become bored with the cross of Christ, and if we lose our astonishment of 

Christ and Him crucified, we will quickly begin to lose the entirety of Christian doctrine 

and practice. 

We are to remember Jesus’s sacrifice daily. Many of us look deeper at our sin than on Jesus 

Christ and His complete accomplishment on the cross. Why do many of us continue struggling 

with sin? Because we don’t remember the cross of Christ. Why don’t we grow as Christians? 

Because we don’t remember the cross of Christ. We as the church should remember Christ 

crucified and proclaim Him to the world (1 Corinthians 1:23). Sometimes we struggle in our 

walk with Christ and many of us feel broken, but the gospel reminds us that we are indeed 

broken and we are still in a broken body that struggles with sin and temptation but that’s not the 

end for those who have trusted in Christ and his sacrifice on the cross. Jesus not only died on the 

cross and resurrected on the third day—He is making all things new. Revelation 21:5 tell us that 

Jesus will restore this broken and fallen world where He Himself will wipe our tears. All of this 

is possible because just as Jesus said in His famous phrase: “It is finished”. Remember the cross 

of Christ daily. Remember it when you wake up, go to work or to school. Remember it when you 



meet with your family, friends, or the people you see daily and whenever you feel down or 

weary, remember that “It is finished”. 


