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THE WORD OF GOD AND BIBLICAL ARCHAEOLOGY! 

 

DO YOU BELIEVE IN MIRACLES? 

If you attended a State University or attended many High Schools or even many denominational 

Churches in America, you have probably been taught that there are no such things as REAL 

MIRACLES!  They just don’t happen.  The Laws of Physics and Nature are fixed and cannot be 

altered!  CAN YOU NAME SOME OF THE NATURAL LAWS THAT EXIST IN OUR 

WORLD?   

 Gravity; Motion; Inertia; Thermodynamics; Time; Entropy; Energy; Etc. 

According to Science and Reason, it is just not acceptable to believe in the miraculous!  So what 

do “naturalists” say when confronted with stories and claims about Miracles in the Bible?  Well, 

they either DENY them outright as fables and myths or they try to “explain them away” with 

some kind of natural illumination that might answer how something happened that appeared to 

be supernatural.  BUT THE SECULARIST AND THE HUMANIST, DENIES THE 

POSSIBILITY OF THE SUPERNATURAL.  Those people simple reject anything that might 

go against their scholarly and scientific conclusions that they perceive as impossible alterations 

of the Laws of Nature.   

WHAT DO THESE PEOPLE USUALLY BELIEVE ABOUT GOD?  Well, they generally 

take an Atheistic stance on His existence.  If there is no God, then there is no supernatural, and, 

oh by the way, a person doesn’t have to be accountable for their own life if there is no absolute 

standard of righteousness.  In reality most people are NOT Atheists!  More often, they are 

AGNOSTICS; which means they don’t know if there is a God or not.  They don’t believe in 

Him but they can’t be certain about His existence or not.  Still, those people do not believe in the 

supernatural intervention of a god into the affairs of men when it comes to miracles!   

For true Christians, the issues of miracles or supernatural events, are easily believed and 

accepted.  If the Creator God of the Universe wants to suspend Natural Laws and provide the 

miraculous, that is no BIG DEAL for Him!  God can easily perform a miracle!  WHAT WAS 

THE PURPOSE JESUS DID MIRACLES?  So we will be approaching our study with a 

presupposition that doing miracles is no big deal for God.   

The first thing we must consider as SUPERNATURAL is the WORD OF GOD; THE BIBLE! 

Before we study the Bible we must first approach it with some understanding and affirmed 

beliefs.  The Bible is a supernatural book.  It was written by holy men, but under the supervision 

and inspiration of the Holy Spirit.  (II Peter 1:21).  It is not the product of men's minds but the 

result of the mind and heart of God.  The Bible is God-breathed.  Theologically, we say it is 

INSPIRED!  Not just some of it, but all of it. 

Let me illustrate that the Bible is a supernatural book! 

1. Micah 5:2 – 700 years before the birth of Jesus, the Prophet Micah predicted that 

the Messiah would be born in a little Judean village named, BETHLEHEM. 
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2. 1 Kings 13:2 – A Prophet of God mentions KING JOSIAH by name, 300 years 

before Josiah is even born. 

3. Isaiah 45:1 – Mentions CYRUS, KING OF PERSIA, by name, 150 years 

before Cyrus was born. 

4. Zechariah 9:9 – Tells us the Messiah will arrive in Jerusalem and present 

Himself as the King by riding upon “a colt the foal of an ass.”  That prophecy 

was fulfilled when Jesus publicly presented Himself as the Messiah at the 

Triumphal Entry into JERUSALEM! 

5. Can you remember or reference another direct prophecy that you have heard or 

read about during your studies?  Share, in your own words, what that prophecy 

says and where it is found in the Bible!  

The Bible is God's Word!  We accept it by faith and do not need to be intimidated by those who 

would attack it.  Many people want to say that “Archaeology proves the Bible.”  That is not 

accurate!  We do not need to prove the Bible!  God's Word does not need to be proven by 

evidences or science.  It is a Book like no other in the world, because God gave it to us and we 

need to live by it. 

 

It is our goal to see how God has worked in human history to reveal Himself to us and show us 

His redemptive plan for Salvation.  Biblical Archaeology can help us understand how God has 

accomplished His divine plan for reconciling us back to Himself. 

The two main functions of Biblical Archaeology are the CONFIRMATION and 

ILLUMINATION of the Word of God. 

To properly understand God's Word, we must learn to bridge some gaps.  To properly teach the 

Bible we must be able to give insights and understanding of the biblical setting to those we are 

instructing.  ARCHAEOLOGY is a valuable tool to help us bridge such knowledge gaps.  Here 

are some GAPS that must be bridged: 

A. THE HISTORICAL GAP – To properly teach the Bible people must understand 

the historical context of the biblical setting.  This must be accomplished by 

knowing some history about the time being considered that is not provided in the 

text of the Scriptures.  Archaeology can supplement our knowledge of history. 

 

1. For Example:  The Gospels mention King Herod in Matthew 2.  This 

historical person was, of course, Herod the Great.  Although the Bible 

does not tell us much about this totally paranoid, King of the Jews, history 

and archaeology tell us much. 

 

2. For Example:  We learn about Pontius Pilate from the Gospels.  But 

historically there are a number of other factors at work that placed Pilate 

in a precarious position before he ever had to address the Jesus 

controversy. 
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B. THE CULTURAL GAP – For people to fully understand and comprehend the 

Scriptures they must have some additional knowledge about the culture of the day 

when the Bible was written.  This requires study on the part of the teacher or 

preacher so he can set up the proper cultural setting to grasp God’s instruction.  If 

you can involve the people in the discovery process of the truth of the Scriptures 

they will not soon forget the lesson.  So try to lead them along to the point you 

want to make, rather than just overwhelm them with your knowledge as a teacher. 

 

1. For Example:  Most students of the Word acknowledge the Jewish attitude 

towards leprosy.  But there are many Scriptures where an understanding of 

the Jewish belief about this dreaded disease provides remarkable insights 

into the way a story develops. 

 

2. For Example:  A grasp of the cultural setting about groups like the 

Pharisees, Sadducees, Essenes or Zealots greatly enhances our 

understanding about how Jesus dealt with these various sects of Judaism.  

We must study them. 

 

C. THE GEOGRAPHY GAP – The Bible was written with attention to detail even 

in the area of geography.  To share these kinds of insights will help people 

visualize the area of the Bible lands. 

   

1. For Example:  The Bible regularly says that people went UP to 

Jerusalem.  Because Jerusalem was on a high mountainous plateau and no 

matter how you approach it you go up in elevation. 

 

2. For Example:  Examine Luke 10:29-37, the story of the “GOOD 

SAMARITAN” in the context of the geography gap.  The Bible says that 

a man went DOWN from Jerusalem to Jericho.  That is a comment about 

an elevation change from Jerusalem (which is 2500 ft. above Sea Level), 

to Jericho (which is a 1000 ft. below Sea Level) all in the distance of 17 

miles. 

 

D. THE GRAMMATICAL GAP - The Bible was originally written in Hebrew 

(O.T.), Greek (N.T.), and parts of it were written in Aramaic.  To adequately 

handle God’s Word it is important to be able to bridge a language gap for your 

people. 

 

BIBLICAL ARCHAEOLOGY is really a multi-discipline science.  It involves various research 

approaches that combine to provide a good overview of the study.  CAN YOU NAME SOME 

OF THE OTHER DISCIPLINES THAT MIGHT FACTOR INTO THE STUDY OF 

ARCHAEOLOGY?  Answers: Anthropology, Geology, Paleontology, Pottery Dating 

Techniques, Biology, Sociology, Religion, etc.  All of these various areas help paint a complete 

picture of the historical setting of any past culture. 
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But, like so many other areas of study, there is a step of INTERPRETATION that must take 

place at some point in the process.  It is this pivotal moment in the discipline where things can 

skew terribly wrong.  If you miss the proper interpretation of an artifact or some epigraphic 

record, the explanation can remain forever wrong.  We will illustrate this challenge to Biblical 

Archaeology in an exercise we will do later. 

ARCHAEOLOGY is the study of the past by examining artifacts and other remnants of human 

culture in an attempt to understand the history of those civilizations.  As Bible-believing people, 

we want to see how Biblical Archaeology can illuminate or confirm the claims of our infallible 

Scriptures.  Many critics and antagonist of the Bible have often criticized the historicity and 

accuracy of the Word of God.  CAN YOU NAME SOME OF THE BIBLE FACTS THAT 

HAVE BEEN QUESTIONED BY THE DESTRUCTIVE CRITICS?   

 Accounts of Abraham’s life are legend 

 The Law of Moses (the Pentateuch) were written centuries after Moses 

 The Hittites were not historically significant 

 The Book of Judges is composed of “good stories” but they are not historical 

 Various people of the Bible were just fictitious and created 

Yet, Archaeology has silenced the critics on these and other countless claims and has shown the 

Bible to be totally trustworthy.  A famous scholar of the 20th Century, Ira Maurice Price, of the 

Univ. of Chicago, said, “The Old Testament is fast acquiring a fresh significance.  Old 

Testament history has become incandescent with the wondrous archaeological discoveries in 

Bible lands. Almost every period of that old Book has been flooded with new light out of the 

ruins of the past.”   

If the Bible is INSPIRED and from God, then every part of the Bible, even the historical stories, 

must be absolutely accurate or the entire Book becomes questionable and untrustworthy.  That is 

why we, as Biblicists, cannot accept the accusations of the critics that the Bible is full of errors 

and inaccuracies.  No, it is totally trustworthy and truthful!   

 

Questions we must address about the process of Archaeology.  

Where do archaeologists “DIG” to find these buried artifacts?  In many locations in the ancient 

world, cities would be built over and over again on the same spot.  When a city was destroyed 

(by invaders/armies, or natural causes like an earthquake), the next group would come along and 

rebuild a new city on the exact location.  They might even use some of the raw materials 

available from the previous inhabitants.  There are three major reasons a location would be 

selected over and over.  Why would they rebuild on the same place? 

1. They had to have a water source. 

2. They would usually choose a defensible position. 

3. They would often consider an active Trade Route to build near. 
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Over time, one civilization was built over a previous one, and it would form a man-made mound 

or hill.  These type of locations were called “TELLS” which is the Arabic word for “HILL.”     

 

(An example of a Tell) 

So a “TELL” would be formed by multiple layers of former occupations, each leaving a debris 

field that contained the remains of that group of inhabitants.  In archaeology an occupation layer 

like that would be called a “Stratum” layer with its unique debris field revealing the physical 

remains of that period of history.  Some “tells” have many levels of occupation and some only 

have a few.  Typically, there are distinct features that separate one layer from another.  A strata 

layer might be distinct because of color or depth but the items discovered in that layer are the 

clear line of demarcation.  A good solid “burn layer” of ash, is an important discovery in an 

excavation.  Why?  Because it clearly separated one stratum layer from another.  The level below 

a burn layer is almost always a new era in the history of the “Tell.”   

Here is an example of a “cut out” view of a stratigraphy layer and how it shows the different 

layers of occupation that can be interpreted by the physical remains of the period. 

 

 



6 
 

Some “TELLS” have many layers of accumulated civilizations, each with its unique cultural 

artifacts. 

For example, the site of BETH SHAN (aka Tel-el-Husn), located just south of the Sea of Galilee 

in the Jordan River Valley, was excavated in the early 20
th

 Century and revealed over 20 distinct 

levels of occupation.  This is the Biblical location mentioned in 1 Samuel 31:8-10, where after 

his defeat by the Philistines at Mount Gilboa, King Saul’s body along with his three dead sons, 

were all hung upon the walls of the city of Beth Shan.   

 

 

Beth Shan from the Roman Period when it was called Scythopolis.   
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So some of these “Tells” are where archaeologists may attempt to excavate.  Other locations are 

at constantly inhabited cities throughout history, where archaeological artifacts have been 

discovered.   

Many people ask the question, “Can you keep the things you discover at a dig?”  Well, the easy 

answer is “No.”  All the discoveries belong to the country where the excavation is being 

conducted.  But often times, unimportant or common items are allowed to be kept by those that 

find them.  Anything of importance belongs to the nation where the digs are being developed.  

Example: The excavations conducted at Capernaum, on the north shore of the Sea of Galilee, 

Jesus’ hometown during His time of public ministry.  A young girl from Missouri State Univ. in 

Springfield, MO, made the most spectacular discovery of the entire dig. 

OK, so with that brief explanation of Archaeological methods and practices, we want to consider 

some of the discoveries that have impacted Bible History and the confirmation and illumination 

of our knowledge of the Scriptures.  This is just a sampling of the numerous things that we could 

discuss. 

 

ARCHAEOLOGICAL DISCOVERIES THAT HAVE CONFIRMED OR 

ILLUMINATED OUR BIBICAL UNDERSTANDING 

Our presupposition is that God created man with great intellect and creative abilities.  So we 

believe that ancient people and civilizations were able to achieve remarkable things that even 

challenge modern engineers and scientists.  What do the critics of the Bible believe about early 

humans and their intellect?  Well, because they generally believe and accept the theory of 

EVOLUTION, they deny that early mankind was very smart.  But we believe that the Creator 

God of the Universe, made man and woman with great intellect and abilities.   

An Example of early man’s knowledge and creativity can be seen in the building of the GREAT 

PYRAMID OF CHEOPS in Egypt.  Modern architects cannot duplicate the size, scope and 

accuracy of the Great Pyramid. 

 

The Great Pyramid of Giza 
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So we are approaching our reconstruction with this preconception that God created humans with 

great capacity for doing amazing things. 

One of the early archaeological discoveries of Biblical significance was the revealing of the 

palace and the ancient library of the Assyrian KING ASHURBANIPAL II in Nineveh.  Austin 

Henry Layard and his associate Hormazd Rassam, discovered the palace of the King in the 

1850’s.  Several major tablets were discovered that had important information.  For example, 

The GILGAMESH EPIC was discovered.  Written on 12 Tablets, this ancient “Best Seller” 

was later discovered in other places in the Ancient Near East.  But it was TABLET 11 of the 

story that so interested Bible Scholars.  This tablet tells the story of a world-wide flood and the 

man who built a huge boat to take people and animals upon it to save them from this great 

deluge.  The man’s name who was the counterpart to NOAH, was UTNAPISHTIM.  The 

similarities to the Bible account were remarkable.  But there were also many pagan differences 

between the Gilgamesh Epic and the Biblical Flood story.  But this discovery would seem to 

confirm the Biblical account of a world-wide flood that destroyed the living things on earth. 

 

A Fragment of the Gilgamesh Epic 

 

Have any of you ever heard of the ancient city-state called EBLA?  Ebla, is located in southern 

Lebanon, just north of Israel.  In the 1960’s and 70’s this site was excavated by two Italian 

archaeologists, Pettinato and Mattaei.  When war broke out in the 1970’s the excavation stopped 
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but a huge repository of tablets was moved to Italy for translation and interpretation.  Even until 

today the findings of EBLA have not been released.  It is very unfortunate because there are 

some very important discoveries that would likely impact Biblical integrity.  In an interview by 

David Noel Freedman, the editor of the Biblical Archaeology Review at the time, Pettinato and 

Mattaei gave some insights to their discoveries.  When asked, the two archaeologists 

acknowledged their findings that EBLA had a thriving trading relationship with SODOM and 

GOMORRAH around 2000 BC.  Freedman pressed them on the issue because it was so 

significant.  They claimed that two kings, Bera and Birsha were also mentioned.  Freedman 

opened his Bible to Genesis 14:2 where those two kings are mentioned by name.  Now these 

factors have never been published for the world to read about.  But these would be the very first 

archaeological discoveries that mentioned Sodom and Gomorrah as actual historical cities, 

outside of the Bible.  That would be a huge confirmation of the supposedly fictitious cities of the 

plains near the Dead Sea. 

 

Several important Biblical matters are affected by the actual DATE OF THE EXODUS from 

Egypt and the PHARAOH OF THE EXODUS.  A debate rages about the date this event 

occurred.  According to I Kings 6:1, the Bible clearly says, 480 years after the Exodus, Solomon 

built the Temple of God in Jerusalem.  We can date the Temple accurately to the year 960 BC.  

When added together, we get the biblically based date of the Exodus being 1440 BC which is 

considered by historians as the EARLY Date of the Exodus.  That means the Conquest of the 

Promised Land would have begun around 1400 BC (after the 40 years wandering in the 

wilderness).  Some historians hold to another date of the Exodus based upon external factors 

such as archaeological interpretations.  They conclude that the likely date of the Exodus is not 

1440 BC but rather 1290 BC which is considered the LATE Date of the Exodus.  Many of those 

that hold to the Late Date of the Exodus do so because of their belief about the Pharaoh’s who 

lived in the corresponding dates of the possible Exodus.  For example, if one holds to the Early 

Date of the Exodus, then the probable Pharaoh of that time is a man named, THUTMOSE III 

(1458-1425 BC).  He has been called by many modern historians as the “Little Napoleon of 

Egypt” because of his many military campaigns that added land and influence to Egypt during 

his reign.  He is considered by some as one of the strongest Pharaoh’s of Egyptian history.  So 

the liberal historians conclude that it is unlikely that the Exodus could have occurred in 1440 BC 

during the kingdom of one of Egypt’s strongest Pharaohs.  On the other hand, the Pharaoh at the 

time of the Late Date coincides with a much weaker Pharaoh by the name of RAAMSES II who 

probably could not have stopped the Israelites from leaving Egypt.  So their conclusions are 

based purely on their rationale that the Hebrews could not have left Egypt during the strong reign 

of Thutmose III but rather during the ineffective administration of Raamses II.  WHAT DO 

YOU SEE AS THE ANSWER TO THIS PROPOSED PROBLEM? 

Another outgrowth of this Exodus discussion also is effected by the Early Date of the Exodus.  

The Conquest of the Promised Land is an amazing part of God fulfilling His Covenant Promises 

to Abraham, Isaac, Jacob and Moses.  Just as He had promised, God delivered the Canaanites 

into the hands of the Children of Israel.  One important factor that often goes unnoticed in this 
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historical achievement are some of the events taking place in Egypt as the Israelites launch and 

systematically conquer the Holy Land over several decades.  After the humiliating defeat of the 

Egyptian army at the hands of Almighty God at the Red Sea, Egypt goes through a period of 

isolation and decline.  An interesting circumstance happens in Egypt which seems to support the 

Early Date of the Exodus (1440 BC with the Conquest around 1400 BC).  A Pharaoh of the 

18
th

 Dynasty by the name of AMENHOTEP IV came to rule Egypt (1352-1336 BC).  He 

introduced what is known as the AMARNA AGE in Egypt as he moved his capital to Amarna, 

on the Nile River.  What happens next is so interesting!  Amenhotep IV decided to institute a 

major religious reform in Egypt by denying the polytheistic gods of the Egyptian pantheon 

(including Osiris and Amon-Ra).  In its place, Amenhotep initiated a MONOTHEISTIC 

Religious revolt, and introduced a new god that was to be worshiped; his name was ATEN!  

Amenhotep IV was so committed to this new deity, he changed his name to AKHENATEN!  

The religious shrines around Egypt were dedicated to ATEN, represented by the “Sun Disc,” 

and no other god was to be worshiped.  [In reality it wasn’t true Monotheism because Akhenaten 

still allowed the people to worship him as a god.]  Not all of the religious leaders were on board 

with this effort to change to a monotheistic religion.  Now watch this!   

In the late 1800’s excavations at an Egyptian site called, TEL-EL-AMARNA, yielded many 

clay tablets with historical information of events happening from the time of Akhenaten.  These 

tablets were known as the AMARNA LETTERS.   

 

A few of the Amarna Letters (Tablets) 

Some of the documents were actual letters written from Canaanite kings asking for the Egyptian 

Pharaoh to please come and help them.  They were being overrun by a group of invaders the 

Amarna Letters referred to as “THE HABIRU.”  These “habiru” were crushingly defeating all 

of the Canaanite kingdoms and these kings were writing to Pharaoh and saying, come and deliver 

us from these invaders; we need your help.  There is no evidence that Akhenaten ever answered 

them and there is certainly no record that the Egyptians ever sent military assistance.  When you 

see the term “Habiru” what does it remind you of from that time period?  Linguistically, it 

sounds like, HEBREW.  Historians argue that the reason the Egyptians did not get involved in 

this military conflict is because of Akhenaten’s religious reform and he didn’t want to be 

distracted.  But there could be another obvious option!  What is that? 
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So, if THUTMOSE III (1458-1425 BC) was the Pharaoh of the Exodus (1440 BC), he would 

have been the great-great grandfather of Akhenaten.  Is it possible that the Egyptians were still 

reeling from the humiliation at the hands of Israel’s God, “I AM”?  Is it possible that 90 years 

after the Exodus, some Egyptians are still so “awed” by the monotheistic God of the Hebrews 

that Amenhotep IV decided to make Egypt a monotheistic nation?  Is it possible that Akhenaten 

was so amazed by what happened with the Plagues and the Red Sea disaster to his nation that he 

opted to install a religion that would only worship ONE god, ATEN?  We cannot know for sure, 

but it’s not hard to believe that their encounter with the God of Israel had made a dramatic 

impact on the defeated nation of Egypt.  Akhenaten tries to initiate this religious reform to 

monotheism but it is not widely successful.  When he dies, there is an immediate religious revolt 

that returns Egypt back to their previous, polytheistic deities, and elevates Amon-Ra to his 

rightful spot at the head of the pantheon.  By the way, that rejection of monotheism and the 

return to the old religions is orchestrated by a boy king (and his advisors), who was also the son 

of Akhenaten.  That young Pharaoh was, TUTANKHAMUN; King TUT!  The discoveries at 

his burial tomb remain one of the greatest and most priceless archaeological finds of all time. 

 

Sometimes archaeological discoveries are used to degrade or disparage the Bible.  Until all the 

truth comes out.  For many years, skeptics and critics of the Bible pointed to the text of 2 Kings 

17:1-6 as an example of an error in the Bible.  The Bible clearly states that it was the Assyrian 

KING SHALMANESER [V] who was the King that defeated Samaria and brought an end to 

the Northern Kingdom of Israel in 722 BC.  Shalmaneser V was the victorious King over Hoshea 

of Israel.  But in the late 1800’s, archaeologist Paul Botta, a Frenchman, discovered the Palace of 

KING SARGON II at Khorsabad, northeast of ancient Nineveh.  In his Palace Inscriptions, 

Sargon II claimed he was the King who defeated Samaria and brought the Northern Kingdom of 

Israel to an end. 

 

 

Sargon II’s Inscription  
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Scholars immediately began to point to this archaeological discovery as an example of how the 

Bible was historically inaccurate in 2 Kings 17:1-6.  This claim was maintained and highlighted 

up into the 1950’s.  But further excavations in southern Mesopotamia, at ancient Babylon, 

revealed a whole repository of old texts from the Babylonian period.  These tablets became 

known as the BABYLONIAN CHRONICLES and they told a reconstruction of the entire 

region historically.  It documented the events of, not just Babylon, but all of the neighbors 

around the area.  According to the Babylonian Chronicles, the one great accomplishment of 

Shalmaneser V of Assyria, was he defeated Samaria and brought an end to the Northern 

Kingdom of Israel.  Since the historians from Babylon had no reason to lie about their historical 

reconstruction, scholars and critics had to shift their opinions and accept that a non-biased, third 

party account of the events was probably accurate.  The Bible was right all along.  Historians 

later concluded that the assertions of SARGON II were probably just boasts claiming something 

he did not actually do as the King, but perhaps as a General under Shalmaneser V.   

The greatest discovery of Austin Henry Layard (mentioned with his work regarding the Library 

of Ashurbanipal II of Assyria), was his famous find called THE BLACK OBELISK OF 

SHALMANESER III (859-825 BC).   
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On this monument, several Kings of Israel are mentioned by name, paying TRIBUTE to the 

Assyrian Monarch.  On one of the “reliefs” (pictures), KING JEHU of Israel is pictured 

kneeling before Shalmaneser III giving him gifts.   

  

 

This is the only picture of an Israelite King that archaeologists have ever discovered.  This is 

significant because it is an extra-Biblical reference to the historicity of a King mentioned in the 

Bible, some scholars thought was fictitious.   

In 1850 AD, Archaeologist Austin Henry Layard also discovered the Palace of KING 

SENNACHERIB of Assyria.  Sennacherib is the Assyrian King who attacked Judah and 

besieged Jerusalem in 701 BC.  This account is recorded in 2 Kings 18-19.  According to the 

Bible, God intervened in this hostile campaign and rescued His people of Judah.  At the Palace 

of Sennacherib, there is a prism that tells of his siege of Jerusalem. 
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On the display, Sennacherib boasts that “He shut up [King] Hezekiah, like a bird in a cage.”  

But he never declares his victory over Hezekiah.  That is because according to 2 Kings 19:35, 

God interceded.  Have you ever wondered how powerful an Angel of God is?  Well according to 

verse 35, One Angel of the Lord killed 185,000 Assyrian soldiers.  Sennacherib and his 

remaining survivors went back to Assyria and never returned.  The Bible shares the rest of the 

story, when two of Sennacherib’s sons, go into the worship place of Nisroch, his god, and 

assassinate their father there.  They flee from Nineveh after killing their father, and Esarhaddon, 

Sennacherib’s third son, became the King of Assyria (2 Kings 19:37). 

In preparation for the imminent invasion of Assyria’s King Sennacherib, KING HEZEKIAH of 

Judah, built an ingenious water tunnel that brought the water from outside the city walls of 

Jerusalem into the city’s reservoir at the Pool of Siloam.  The water source was the GIHON 

SPRING in the Kidron Valley, but it was outside the city.  So Hezekiah had his engineers 

develop a ¼ mile long, gradually sloping, water channel that would create a constant flow of 

water emptying into the Pool of Siloam.  The water tunnel is called the SILOAM CHANNEL or 

more commonly called HEZEKIAH’S TUNNEL.  Two teams of men worked from opposite 

ends, digging through bedrock.  They joined together at almost the exact center of the project and 

there they placed an inscription on the tunnel wall, known as the Siloam Inscription.  It read, 

“[The day of] the breach.  This is the record of how the tunnel was breached.  While [the 

excavators were wielding] their pickaxes, each man toward his co-worker, and while there were 

yet three cubits for the brea[ch,] a voice [was hea]rd each man calling to his co-worker; 

because there was a cavity in the rock (extending) from the south to the [the north].  So on the 

day of the breach, the excavators struck, each man to meet his co-worker, pick-axe against pick-

[a]xe.  Then the water flowed from the spring to the pool, a distance of one thousand and two 

hundred cubits.  One hundred cubits was the height of the rock above the heads of the 

excavat[ors.]” Interestingly, because of the measurement of the Tunnel in cubits, this is how the 

distance of a cubit equaling about 18” came to be calculated.  (Tunnel/left – Inscription/right) 
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These examples are just a sampling of how Biblical Archaeology has confirmed and illuminated 

the Bible!  Archaeology is not a cure-all for Bible understanding – it is limited in its value to 

enhance our knowledge of many Bible stories.  In fact, sometimes the interpretation of 

archaeological finds raises difficult questions that don’t have a ready answer.  But just because 

there have not been archaeological discoveries that illuminate Noah’s Ark, or the Ark of the 

Covenant, or the exact location of the next Temple of God, or the names of every King of Judah 

and Israel, does not mean those evidences are not still out there in the ground somewhere.  This 

is a statistic that all Bible Scholars need to remember.  Only 2% of the ancient, Urban Centers 

have even been touched by Archaeologists.  In other words, 98% of the artifacts have yet to be 

uncovered.  Who knows what that next scoop of dirt will reveal about the most earth-shattering 

discovery of all time.  Maybe God will reveal some of those very revelations at exactly the right 

moment to accomplish His divine plan for the fulfillment of His eschatological timeline.   

Once again, we need to emphasize that the Bible is a supernatural Book!  We believe the Bible 

by many infallible proofs!  But it does not need to be proven by science or evidences.  The Word 

of God is eternal and will remain until the end of the world.  It is a FAITH BOOK and by faith 

it reveals to us what is necessary for us to have eternal life!  Knowledge gained by human 

reasoning or archaeological evidence will not provide you with saving faith.  You must come to 

Jesus as you are, a sinner, and beg for His forgiveness and salvation.  The Bible is faithful and 

true when it says, “Whoever will call upon the Name of the Lord, WILL BE SAVED!” (Rom. 

10:13).  Won’t you accept God’s free gift of salvation today?   


