
Protecting our Families & Responding to Prodigals  
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Luke 15:11-31 Then He said: “A certain man had two sons. 12 And the younger of them said to 
his father, ‘Father, give me the portion of goods that falls to me.’ So he divided to them his 
livelihood. 13 And not many days after, the younger son gathered all together, journeyed to a 
far country, and there wasted his possessions with prodigal living. 14 But when he had spent 
all, there arose a severe famine in that land, and he began to be in want. 15 Then he went and 
joined himself to a citizen of that country, and he sent him into his fields to feed swine. 16 And 
he would gladly have filled his stomach with the pods that the swine ate, and no one gave him 
anything. 17 “But when he came to himself, he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired servants 
have bread enough and to spare, and I perish with hunger! 18 I will arise and go to my father, 
and will say to him, “Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you, 19 and I am no 
longer worthy to be called your son. Make me like one of your hired servants.” ’ 20 “And he 
arose and came to his father. But when he was still a great way off, his father saw him and 
had compassion, and ran and fell on his neck and kissed him. 21 And the son said to him, 
‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and in your sight, and am no longer worthy to be called 
your son.’ 22 “But the father said to his servants, ‘Bring out the best robe and put it on him, and 
put a ring on his hand and sandals on his feet. 23 And bring the fatted calf here and kill it, and 
let us eat and be merry; 24 for this my son was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is 
found.’ And they began to be merry. 25 “Now his older son was in the field. And as he came and 
drew near to the house, he heard music and dancing. 26 So he called one of the servants and 
asked what these things meant. 27 And he said to him, ‘Your brother has come, and because he 
has received him safe and sound, your father has killed the fatted calf.’ 28 “But he was angry 
and would not go in. Therefore his father came out and pleaded with him. 29 So he answered 
and said to his father, ‘Lo, these many years I have been serving you; I never transgressed your 
commandment at any time; and yet you never gave me a young goat, that I might make merry 
with my friends. 30 But as soon as this son of yours came, who has devoured your livelihood 
with harlots, you killed the fatted calf for him.’ 31 “And he said to him, ‘Son, you are always 
with me, and all that I have is yours. 32 It was right that we should make merry and be glad, 
for your brother was dead and is alive again, and was lost and is found.’ ” 
 
Observation notes… 
 
 
 
Vulnerabilities of parents and spouses from prodigals: 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
  
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 



Galatians 6:1 Brethren, if a man is overtaken in any trespass, you who are spiritual restore 
such a one in a spirit of gentleness, considering yourself lest you also be tempted. 
 

 We are all vulnerable to spiritual drifting. 
 

We do what we do, because we want what we want because we believe what we believe. 
 

 Behavior (actions)  
 Desires (motives)  
 Beliefs (worldview) Every time I choose sin over God… 

 

Romans 12:1-2 I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you present 
your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your reasonable service. 2 And 
do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you 
may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God. 
 

 Parents must guard against becoming secularized in their reasoning.  
 Parents have access to God’s immeasurable grace. Titus 2:11-15, 2 Peter 3:18 

James 4:1-10 Where do wars and fights come from among you? Do they not come from 
your desires for pleasure that war in your members? 2 You lust and do not have. You murder 
and covet and cannot obtain. You fight and war. Yet you do not have because you do not 
ask. 3 You ask and do not receive, because you ask amiss, that you may spend it on your 
pleasures. 4 Adulterers and adulteresses! Do you not know that friendship with the world is 
enmity with God? Whoever therefore wants to be a friend of the world makes himself an 
enemy of God. 5 Or do you think that the Scripture says in vain, “The Spirit who dwells in us 
yearns jealously”? 6 But He gives more grace. Therefore He says: “God resists the proud, But 
gives grace to the humble.” 7 Therefore submit to God. Resist the devil and he will flee from 
you. 8 Draw near to God and He will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners; and 
purify your hearts, you double-minded. 9 Lament and mourn and weep! Let your laughter be 
turned to mourning and your joy to gloom. 10 Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord, 
and He will lift you up. 

2 Timothy 2:19-26 Nevertheless the solid foundation of God stands, having this seal: “The 
Lord knows those who are His,” and, “Let everyone who names the name of Christ depart from 
iniquity.” 20 But in a great house there are not only vessels of gold and silver, but also of wood 
and clay, some for honor and some for dishonor. 21 Therefore if anyone cleanses himself from 
the latter, he will be a vessel for honor, sanctified and useful for the Master, prepared for every 
good work. 22 Flee also youthful lusts; but pursue righteousness, faith, love, peace with those 
who call on the Lord out of a pure heart. 23 But avoid foolish and ignorant disputes, knowing 
that they generate strife. 24 And a servant of the Lord must not quarrel but be gentle to all, 
able to teach, patient, 25 in humility correcting those who are in opposition, if God 
perhaps will grant them repentance, so that they may know the truth, 26 and that they 
may come to their senses and escape the snare of the devil, having been taken captive 
by him to do his will.  

Psalm 130:3-4 If You, LORD, should mark iniquities, O Lord, who could stand? 4But there is 
forgiveness with You, That You may be feared. 


