
Life Group Guide #9 | A Call to Model Biblical Church Discipline 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Philippians 1:9-11     
 
Love and mercy are to a huge part of our life, but without truth to guide them, love and mercy can 
get way out of balance. We cannot have enough love and mercy, but our fallen nature misleads and 
distorts what love and mercy is. God’s truth is the foundation on which love and mercy are to be 
built upon. It’s possible to use right things such as love and mercy in the wrong way. Truth shows 
us the right way.  
 
*Discuss how truth protects and directs our view of love and mercy.  
 
Philippians 1:9-11 And this I pray, that your love may abound still more and more in knowledge and 
all discernment, 10 that you may approve the things that are excellent, that you may be sincere and 
without offense till the day of Christ, 11 being filled with the fruits of righteousness which are by Jesus 
Christ, to the glory and praise of God. 

Love more. (abound in love)  
Love correctly. (in knowledge and discernment)  
Love faithfully. (until the day of Christ - Hebrews 2-4, Proverbs 4:23)  
Love to the glory and praise of God. 

The 1647 Westminster Shorter Catechism:  
Question #1 What is the chief end of man? Answer #1 Man’s chief end is to glorify God, and to 
enjoy him forever. (1 Corinthians 10:31, 2 Corinthians 5:14-15) 

1 Corinthians 10:31 Therefore, whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do all to the glory of 
God. 32 Give no offense, either to the Jews or to the Greeks or to the church of God, 33 just as I also 
please all men in all things, not seeking my own profit, but the profit of many, that they may be saved. 
 
This single Biblical principle, when kept in the forefront of our minds, helps us navigate through so 
many issues of our Christian walk.  By putting on the “lens” that my life is about glorifying God, we 
position ourselves to see that church membership is much more than church attendance.  
 
2 Corinthians 5:14-15 For the love of Christ compels us, because we judge thus: that if One died for 
all, then all died; 15 and He died for all, that those who live should live no longer for themselves, but 
for Him who died for them and rose again. 
 
What do most people think when they hear the words “church discipline?” 
 
1.  
2.  
3.  
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* Discuss the two definitions below on church discipline.  
 
Church Discipline is the loving, compassionate confrontation and appeal by the body of Christ to 
a sinning believer, calling for repentance, and recommitment to Jesus Christ.  
 
“Church discipline is divine authority delegated to the church by Jesus Christ to maintain order 
through the correction of persistently sinning church members for the good of those caught in sin, 
the purity of the church, and the glory of God.”  Jeremy Kimble  
 

 Divine authority is Christ  
 Delegated authority to the church is from Christ  
 To correct persistently sinning member (one who refuses to stop sinning)  
 For the good of those caught in sin 
 For the purity of the church   (leaven principle)  
 To the glory of God  (the motive behind what we do)  

 

It’s easy to overlook that various forms of discipline occurs all the time.  

1. Casual conversation and comments  

2. Personal devotions     re: Hebrews 4:12-13, 2 Timothy 3:16-17   

3. ABE’s, Life Groups, Song Service and the Sermon are great ways that God disciplines us.  

4. Personal Confrontation  
  


