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How to Read Scripture   
Life Group Guide #4 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Scripture comes in various literary ways, such as historical narratives, prophecy, 
figurative language, parables, and poetical language. If we do not remember this, we 
will become confused and discouraged, which can result in a lack of Bible reading 
and study. When we understand the various ways Scripture is presented, this 
knowledge should excite us and serves as a great encouragement to read and study 
Scripture. 
 

Hermeneutics is the rules and science of Bible _____________________________ 
 

1 Timothy 5:17 Let the elders (pastors / bishops) who rule well be counted worthy of 
double honor, especially those who labor in the word and doctrine.  
 

2 Timothy 2:15 Be diligent to present yourself approved to God, a worker who does 
not need to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.  
 

Instructions to the congregation: 
 

Acts 17:11 These (members at Berea) were more fair-minded than those in 
Thessalonica, in that they received the word with all readiness, and searched the 
Scriptures daily to find out whether these things were so.  
 

What two qualities did the members of the Church in Berea have? 
 

1.  
 
2.  
 

Eisegesis is to read ______________the text what you want it to say.  
Exegesis is to read _______________ of the text the author’s intended meaning.  
 

Three Basic Steps to Bible Study:  
1. Observation: Like a Bible detective, we look for clues by asking questions.  
2. Interpretation: Look for the original writers intended meaning for the original 
readers.  

 
 Take Scripture into proper context and compare Scripture with Scripture.  
 Take Scripture literally unless the text or context suggests otherwise.  
 Not all the Bible was written to us, but all the Bible was written us.   
 What is the genre of the letter? What type or style is it written in? 
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3. Application: The “so what of the verse” - What does God want me to do with this 
knowledge?  Scripture is about God and our response to Him!                                  
 
Through God’s common grace, people can gain a certain amount of wisdom about 
how to live in the world. Some unbelievers know how to manage their money well, 
respond positively to difficult situations, have good marriages, and even react to 
tragedy with strength and dignity. However, only God the creator, can give true 
insight into the way the world works, our fallen nature, our hope and rescue, and 
what an eternal perspective looks like.  
 

Proverbs is wisdom/poetic literature that includes the use of aphorism (afor-rism), 
literal, and figurate language. (* An aphorism is a statement of a general truth or 
principle.) 
 
KEY STATEMENT: Some Proverbs are to be taken within the context that they are 
generally true principles.  
 

1. To say that some Proverbs are generally true is not to say they are less 
inspired by the Holy Spirit.  

2. Generally true Proverbs are valuable to follow and apply.  
3. Exceptions to the general truths are not to be ignored, but they are to be seen 

and interpreted as exceptions.  
4. We must interpret generally true Proverbs within the context of God’s 

sovereign plan and our fallen world which is filled of disease, crime, war, and 
injustice.  

5. There are many absolute principles within Proverbs.  
6. The author can only say so much in a verse or group of verses. 
7. One Proverb may highlight a particular principle that may be balanced or 

given greater clarification in another Proverb.   
 
_________________________should speak for itself. When we place our personal desires, 
traditions, assumptions, or ambitions before the text, we are doing eisegesis not 
exegesis.  
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