
Life Group Guide #10 | Church Discipline 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________  
 
Philippians 1:9-11 And this I pray, that your ______________ may abound still more and more in 
knowledge and all _________________________, 10 that you may approve the things that are excellent, that 
you may be sincere and without offense till the day of Christ, 11 being filled with the fruits of 
righteousness which are by Jesus Christ, to the glory and praise of God 
 

Love more. (abound in love)  
Love correctly. (in knowledge and discernment)  
Love faithfully. (until the day of Christ - Hebrews 2-4, Proverbs 4:23)  
Love to the glory and praise of God. 
 

Love is to desire what’s best for someone. From a believer’s perspective we understand that the very 
best for anyone is to know, love and serve Jesus Christ.  
 

Do you agree with Kimble’s statement?  
“As counterintuitive as it sounds, discipline is a proper demonstration of the biblical concept of 
love. God disciplines those whom he loves (Hebrews 12:6-11), and thus a church who claims to 
love its members without disciplining them contradicts Scripture and offers a different kind of 
love than God does.”                Jeremy Kimble  
 
Proverbs 3:12 For whom the LORD loves He corrects, Just as a father the son in whom he delights.   
Proverbs 27:5 Open rebuke is better Than love carefully concealed. 
Proverbs 28:23 He who rebukes a man will find more favor afterward Than he who flatters with the 
tongue. 
Proverbs 12:1 Whoever loves instruction loves knowledge, But he who hates correction is stupid (to 
reject godly counsel is spiritual insanity)  
 
2 Timothy 2:24-26 And a servant of the Lord must not quarrel but be gentle to all, able to teach, 
patient, 25 in humility correcting those who are in opposition, if God perhaps will grant them 
repentance, so that they may know the truth, 26 and that they may come to their senses and escape 
the snare of the devil, having been taken captive by him to do his will. 
 
Our __________________ in discipline is to glorify God by demonstrating genuine ____________ for the 
erring member for the purpose of _____________________________.   

Matthew 18:15-20 “Moreover if your brother sins against you, go and tell him his fault between you 
and him alone. If he hears you, you have gained your brother. 16 But if he will not hear, take with you 
one or two more, that ‘by the mouth of two or three witnesses every word may be established.’ 17 And 
if he refuses to hear them, tell it to the church. But if he refuses even to hear the church, let him be to 
you like a heathen and a tax collector. 18 “Assuredly, I say to you, whatever you bind on earth will be 
bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven. 19 “Again I say to you that 
if two of you agree on earth concerning anything that they ask, it will be done for them by My Father 
in heaven. 20 For where two or three are gathered together in My name, I am there in the midst of 
them.” 



Step one: Personal and private  
Step two: Return with one or two other believers  

 This step is designed to demonstrate greater concern for the erring member  
 The witnesses serve to intensify the seriousness of reconciliation and to confirm the 

attitude that was displayed with the confrontation 
 

If there’s not genuine repentance, it’s common for misrepresentation or slander to occur.  The 
wayward member is usually angry, embarrassed, hurt, and confused, so expect some form sinful 
response.   

Proverbs 18:13 He who answers a matter before he hears it, It is folly and shame to him.   

Proverbs 18:17 The first one to plead his cause seems right, Until his neighbor comes and examines 
him.  
 

Step three: Go to the congregation   
Step four: Excommunication by the Congregation for removal of membership  
 

Two main reasons members reject church discipline: 
* A lack of commitment to Scripture                 2Timothy 4:1-5, James 1:22-27 
* A lack of submission to the Pastors   Hebrews 13:17, 1Peter 5:5-8  
 

Hebrews 13:17 Obey those who rule over you, and be submissive, for they watch out for your souls, 
as those who must give account. Let them do so with joy and not with grief, for that would be 
unprofitable for you. 
 

 Submission is not tested when a member agrees with a pastor; it is when they disagree, 
though the member has no Biblical support for their disagreement.  

 Soul care is a responsibility primarily, but not solely, given to pastors.  
 When a member rebels against pastoral authority, it creates grief for the leaders. Whenever 

a pastor is discouraged, it affects the entire congregation, and everyone suffers.  
 Pastors will give an account to God on how they ministered to the congregation.  

 

“Considerable weight is to be given to the judgment (counsel) of men and women who live near 
to God, and in most instances their verdict will not be a mistaken one. Yet this appeal is neither 
final nor infallible, and is only to be estimated in proportion to the intelligence and piety of those 
consulted.”  (Listen to those who truly listen to God)  C.H. Spurgeon  
   
Church discipline in a sentence… 
Our goal in discipline is to glorify God by demonstrating genuine love for the erring 
member for the purpose of restoration.   
 

 
 


