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Tools for Reading Proverbs: 

1. The structure of Proverbs is very important. The preamble provides perspective and backdrop. 

Chapters 1-9 are an extended discourse. Chapters 10-31 are what we call “typical proverbs” of assorted 

advice, observations, and warnings. 

2. The fear of the Lord is key. There is no knowledge or wisdom without it (1:7 & 9:10). The fear of the 

Lord is not to be equated with terror, but it is also far more than mere respect. It is complete 

dependence on God and hatred of evil (Deut. 10:12-13, 10:14-20; Micah 6:8). - ESV Study Bible 

3. Wisdom in Proverbs is more than knowledge. Wisdom is intellectual, but it is also ethical and 

practical. - Fee & Stuart  

4. Before one moves into the “reference section” (Chapters 10-31) of Proverbs, chapter 9 calls the 

reader to make a decision. “Who will you dine with, Lady Wisdom or Lady Folly?” - Tremper Longman III  

5. Proverbs are short, clever, sayings that offer up some sort of wisdom. - The Bible Project 

6. Proverbs by nature are about probabilities. They are not promises. Therefore, they are not read/ 

interpreted like other sections of the Old Testament (ex. Law & Prophets). - Tremper Longman III  

7. Proverbs is about the general rule and not the exception. - The Bible Project 

8. All of Wisdom literature must be read in concert. Proverbs may be called the “general rule”. 

Ecclesiastes and Job are also wisdom literature and necessary teachings in the arena of “the exception 

to the rule”. What do you do when life doesn’t make sense? 

9. It is important to observe that the contrast between wisdom and folly is also a contrast (primarily) 

between righteousness and wickedness. - Fee & Stuart 

10. Proverbs’ function in Scripture is to put godliness into working clothes. – Derek Kidner 


