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Rapture means to “caught away” or to be 
“snatched away.”  
 
 

Philippians 3:20—21 For our citizenship is 
in heaven, from which we also eagerly wait for the Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ, 21 who 
will transform our lowly body that it may be conformed to His glorious body, 
according to the working by which He is able even to subdue all things to Himself. 

What blessings and promises are found in this passage? 

1.   

2.  

3.  

1 Corinthians 15:50-58 Now this I say, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot inherit 
the kingdom of God; nor does corruption inherit incorruption. 51 Behold, I tell you a 
mystery: We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed—52 in a moment, in the 
twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will 
be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed. 53 For this corruptible must put on 
incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality. 54 So when this corruptible has 
put on incorruption, and this mortal has put on immortality, then shall be brought to 
pass the saying that is written: “Death is swallowed up in victory. 55“O Death, where is 
your sting? O Hades, where is your victory? 56 The sting of death is sin, and the strength 
of sin is the law. 57 But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord 
Jesus Christ. 58 Therefore, my beloved brethren, be steadfast, immovable, always 

abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that your labor is not in vain in the Lord. 

We have a “natural body,” that is, a body suited to an earthly environment. But the 
resurrection body is suited to a spiritual environment. In His resurrection body, 
Jesus was able to move quickly from place to place, and even walk through locked 
doors; yet He was also able to eat food, and His disciples were able to touch Him and 
feel Him (Luke 24:33–43; John 20:19–29).  
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Within the two letters to the church members of Thessalonica Paul references the 
coming of Christ often because some false teachers planted seeds of doubt and 
confusion. 

1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 But I do not want you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning 
those who have fallen asleep, lest you sorrow as others who have no hope. 14 For if we 
believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so God will bring with Him those who sleep 
in Jesus. 15 For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive and 
remain until the coming of the Lord will by no means precede those who are asleep. 
16 For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of an 
archangel, and with the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. 17 Then 
we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to 
meet the Lord in the air. And thus we shall always be with the Lord. 18 Therefore 
comfort one another with these words. 

 

1. Mid-Tribulation Rapture/Pre-Wrath Rapture  
2. Post–Tribulation Rapture  
 
When Jesus returns to earth, he will rapture believers. There is no two-stage return, 
only one.  
John 5:28-29 Do not marvel at this; for the hour is coming in which all who are in the 
graves will hear His voice 29 and come forth—those who have done good, to the 
resurrection of life, and those who have done evil, to the resurrection of condemnation.  
 

3. Pre-Tribulation Rapture  
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Review | Purpose of Studying Eschatology | 2 Peter 3:10-14 
1. To discourage us from living a materialistic lifestyle (v10). 
2. To encourage us to live a God-honoring lifestyle (v11). 
3. To develop in us an expectant lifestyle (vs. 12-14). 
 

2 Peter 3:10-14  But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night, in which the 
heavens will pass away with a great noise, and the elements will melt with fervent 
heat; both the earth and the works that are in it will be burned up. 11 Therefore, since 
all these things will be dissolved, what manner of persons ought you to be in holy 
conduct and godliness, 12 looking for and hastening the coming of the day of God, 
because of which the heavens will be dissolved, being on fire, and the elements will 
melt with fervent heat? 13 Nevertheless we, according to His promise, look for new 
heavens and a new earth in which righteousness dwells 14 Therefore, beloved, looking 
forward to these things, be diligent to be found by Him in peace, without spot and 
blameless; 
 

 
 
 


