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The Cross 
Jesus’s Purpose in Coming 
John 12:27–33  
27 “Now My soul is troubled, and what shall I say? ‘Father, save Me from this hour’? But for this 
purpose I came to this hour. 28 Father, glorify Your name.”  
Then a voice came from heaven, saying, “I have both glorified it and will glorify it again.”  
29 Therefore the people who stood by and heard it said that it had thundered. Others said, “An 
angel has spoken to Him.”  
30 Jesus answered and said, “This voice did not come because of Me, but for your sake. 31 Now 
is the judgment of this world; now the ruler of this world will be cast out. 32 And I, if I am lifted 
up from the earth, will draw all peoples to Myself.” 33 This He said, signifying by what death He 
would die. 
 
What is Jesus’s purpose in coming to earth? 
 
 
Why is that significant? 
 
 

The Triumphal Entry 
John 12:12–19  

12 The next day a great multitude that had come to the feast, when they heard that Jesus 
was coming to Jerusalem, 13 took branches of palm trees and went out to meet Him, and cried 
out:  

“Hosanna!  
‘Blessed is He who comes in the name of the LORD!’  
The King of Israel!”  

14 Then Jesus, when He had found a young donkey, sat on it; as it is written:  

15 “Fear not, daughter of Zion;  
Behold, your King is coming,  
Sitting on a donkey’s colt.”  

16 His disciples did not understand these things at first; but when Jesus was glorified, then 
they remembered that these things were written about Him and that they had done these 
things to Him.  

17 Therefore the people, who were with Him when He called Lazarus out of his tomb and 
raised him from the dead, bore witness. 18 For this reason the people also met Him, because 



they heard that He had done this sign. 19 The Pharisees therefore said among themselves, “You 
see that you are accomplishing nothing. Look, the world has gone after Him!”  
 
Read Luke 19:28-40 
What are some of the significant differences between these two accounts? What details does 
Luke draw out that John does not and vice versa? 
 
 
 
 

The Cross Displays the Gravity of Sin 
Read Isaiah 53:3-6 and Ephesians 2:1-3 
How do these passages describe our situation in our sin? 
 
 
How can seeing our sinfulness in these passages actually be an encouraging thing? 
 
 
Reflecting on our own sinfulness is never a pleasant thing, but how can it help us respond to the 
cross? 
 
 

The Cross Displays the Death-defying Love of the Savior 

John 13:1  
Now before the Feast of the Passover, when Jesus knew that His hour had come that He should depart 
from this world to the Father, having loved His own who were in the world, He loved them to the end.  

 
Also read Hebrews 12:1-2 
How are these passages so hopeful? How do they shape our view of the cross? How do they 
change how we live now? 
 
 
“We love until we are betrayed. Jesus continued to the cross despite betrayal. We love until we 
are forsaken. Jesus loved through forsakenness.  
We love up to a limit. Jesus loves to the end.” — Dane Ortland in Gentle and Lowly 

Responding to the Cross 

What would be different in my life if I remembered my sinfulness AND the death-defying love 
of my Savior on a daily basis? 


