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For the first time in the early church, Jews and Gentiles were together worshipping Jesus 
Christ. You had two extreme commands to pursue Christian love and unity.  There were the 
religious moralistic Jews and the pagan, immoral, idol worshipping Gentiles. Jews were 
referred to as the Circumcision and Gentiles as the un-circumcision. Each group brought 
into the church their opposing perspectives. How about that for potential conflict?  
 
They had to learn the difficult lesson that Scripture must take precedence over opinions, 
experiences, and traditions. It is a lesson we must learn as well, and it is usually a process. 
It makes sense why “forbearance” within the church is commanded.  

Titus 1:10-14 For there are many insubordinate, (rebellious / unruly) both idle talkers and 
deceivers, especially those of the circumcision, 11 whose mouths must be stopped, who subvert 
whole households, teaching things which they ought not, for the sake of dishonest gain. 12 One 
of them, a prophet of their own, said, “Cretans are always liars, evil beasts, lazy gluttons.” 
13 This testimony is true. Therefore rebuke them sharply, that they may be sound in the faith, 
14 not giving heed to Jewish fables and commandments of men who turn from the truth.  

Paul wrote how God’s grace affects our present behavior and future expectations. Salvation 
is much more than just providing us with a home in Heaven.  

When we think about the Return of Christ, our mind usually goes to the immeasurable 
blessings it will bring to our future and it is right to do so. However, it is easy to overlook 
the present-day implications that accompany the promise of Christ’s return.  

Titus 2:11-13 For the grace of God that brings salvation has appeared to all men, 12 teaching 
us that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and godly 
in the present age, 13 looking for the blessed hope and glorious appearing of our great 
God and Savior Jesus Christ 
 
God’s grace appeared/came to us… we did not initiate or create it.  Grace is available 
because God’s love makes it possible!   
 

 Grace: God giving us what we did not deserve. 
 Mercy: God not giving us what we did deserve.  
 Grace: God’s riches given at Christ’s expense.  

 
The more we allow God’s grace and mercy to fill our lives, the more we are able to extend 
grace to mercy to others.  

Saving grace  

Romans 3:23-24, 4:3, 11:6, Galatians 2:21, 3:21, Ephesians 1:6-7, 2:5, 8-10, Acts 
15:6-11, 1Timothy 1:14-15, 2Timothy 1:9, Titus 2:11, 1Peter 1:10-11, 3:7  
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Serving grace  

Acts 20:32, Romans 12:3,6, 15:15-16, 1Corinthians 3:10, 15:10, 2Corinthians 
1:12, 8:1-7, Ephesians 3:8, Philippians 2:12-13, 2Timothy 2:1-2, Titus 2:12-13, 
Hebrews 12:28, 1Peter 4:10, 2Peter 3:18  

Sustaining grace  

Romans 5:1-3, 6:1, 2Corinthians 1:8-12, 12:7-10, Hebrews 4:16, 12:15, 13:9, 
James 4:6, 1Peter 1:13-15, 5:5-10  

Saving grace… 
Ephesians 2:8-10 For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; 
it is the gift of God, 9 not of works, lest anyone should boast. 10 For we are His workmanship, 
created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand that we should walk in 
them. 
 
God’s grace is also a…  
Serving grace: At salvation, God’s grace creates within us a desire to know, love, and serve 
Christ, and provided us with the ability to do so! That’s the clear message of Titus 2:11-12  
 

Sustaining grace: God’s grace not only gives us a desire to love Christ and the ability to 
serve Christ, it also helps us see suffering through the eyes of Christ.  We are called to 
endure hardships as a follower of Christ and that’s a part of the Bible many overlook. God’s 
grace sustains us in every trial and is available to us all the way to death!  
 
The following point is crucial!  The only way Titus was going to help those in Crete was 
to lead them to an understanding that grace not only redeems us, it reforms us.  Titus 2:12, 
God’s grace like a teacher comes alongside us instructing us to avoid that which 
dishonors God and to embrace that which honors Him. Grace reveals the two paths before 
us, the path of culture and the path of Christ. Grace helps us not only see the importance of 
Christ’s path it enables us to walk it! Grace addresses and affects our attitude, 

,  ambitions  and actions. 

Titus 2:13 looking for the blessed hope and glorious appearing of our great God and Savior 
Jesus Christ 
 
Looking is present tense, we continue to look, we keep looking for our blessed hope in the 
glorious appearing of Jesus Christ.  2 Timothy 4 teaches God rewards everyone who has a 
love for the 2nd coming of Christ!  
 
The prize of the Christian is to know, love and serve Jesus Christ! Jesus is our treasure, but 
our heart has competing affections. That’s why spiritual community is so important. One 
who pursues the heart of Christ sees the value of sermons, study Guides and Life Groups. A 
community of faith reminds one another that our hope is in Christ and to keep our focus on 
Christ…   
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Hope in the Bible is not how we use hope today, we would say “hope” to mean, wishful 
thinking, hope so! Hope in the Bible means an assured confidence. It is an expectation that 
finds its security in the character of God.  
 

God’s saving grace not only turns our attention away from the sinful pleasure of our 
present world; it also creates affections within us to look towards a future world. We 
should feel out of place here… many non-Christians experience this “not feeling at home” an 
inner hunger for “something better”, “something bigger” than who we are” sadly they look for 
it in all the wrong places and far too many end up wasting or taken their life.  
 
The following is adapted from the Oxford and Cambridge scholar, C. S. Lewis… 
If I find within myself a deep-seated desire, a longing that nothing in this world can satisfy, the 
most probable answer is… I was created for another world. Something more, something that 
surpasses the world I am living in. This present world was never meant to satisfy, it was 
meant to arouse, to serve as a modern-day parable that something is coming that far 
surpasses anything in this life!  
 
The world that’s coming will be ruled by Jesus Christ! That is the blessed hope of the 
believer! A confidence it will happen for its been confirmed by His resurrection!  
 
“Blessed” is to be truly happy, an inner peace and joy that surpasses human reasoning and 
adverse circumstances.  True inner peace and joy is not the absence of problems, it’s the 
presence of Christ!  
 
Hebrews 13:5-6 Let your conduct be without covetousness; be content with such things as 
you have. For He Himself has said, “I will never leave you nor forsake you.” 6 So we may boldly 
say: “The LORD is my helper; I will not fear. 
What can man do to me?” 
 
Jesus made another promise… (Rapture in John 14)  
 
John 14:1-3 “Let not your heart be troubled; you believe in God, believe also in Me. 2 In My 
Father’s house are many mansions; if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a 
place for you. 3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive you to 
Myself; that where I am, there you may be also. 
 
Jesus will gather with him every single person that belongs to Him, either collectively at the 
Rapture, or one by one in death!  
 
The blessed hope of the glorious appearing of Christ in Titus 2. When the Rapture occurs 
it will set off a series of events unequaled in the history of mankind.  
 
Paul gave Titus the “how one should live” and he also gave the “why” behind the “how one 
should live”   

Titus 1:14-15 who gave Himself for us, that He might redeem us from every lawless deed and 
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purify for Himself His own special people, zealous for good works. 15 Speak these things, (vs1-
10) exhort, and rebuke with all authority. Let no one despise you. 

Jesus provided the solution for the deepest need of mankind and He did it in a way that took 
everyone by complete surprise. He gave Himself for us.  

5 words – “He gave Himself for us” even a basic understanding of what Jesus did for us gives 
spiritual motivation to know, love and serve Jesus Christ with all our heart, soul and mind!   
2Corinthians 5:14-16 For the love of Christ compels us, because we judge thus: that if One 
died for all, then all died; 15 and He died for all, that those who live should live no longer for 
themselves, but for Him who died for them and rose again. 
 
The resurrection of Jesus Christ is our assurance that He is coming again.  
 
 


