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Why does the Bible teach “God loves the world” in John 3:16, but we are commanded 
“not to love the world” in 1 John 2:15? 
 
1 John 2:15-17 Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the 
world, the love of the Father is not in him. 16 For all that is in the world—the lust of the 
flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life—is not of the Father but is of the world. 
17 And the world is passing away, and the lust of it; but he who does the will of God 
abides forever. 
 

Be prepared to comment on the three paragraphs below regarding justice.  
 

God loves the world in the sense that Jesus is offered freely to anyone who calls on 
him as Lord and Savior. However, this is not unconditional love. Those who receive 
Christ receive God’s mercy. Those who reject Christ receive God’s justice. NO one, 
not one single person, receives injustice from God.  
 
The injustice that plagues our world today is also present in our nation, in our past 
and present day. If we think injustice does not bleed over into the color of one’s skin, 
we’re living in self-conceit and self-deceit.   
 
Injustice is no small issue; God despises it and calls His people to denounce it! Our 
holy God never commits or condones acts of injustice. Some receive mercy for the 
sins they commit, while some receive justice for the sins they commit. No one 
receives injustice. 
 
Highlight four points of your choice from Owen’s quote…  
 

“Making God’s love contingent on our action is a sad but common 
misunderstanding in the church. Remember, a believer’s union is never in jeopardy. 
For God’s love can never be heightened by any act of ours, and cannot be lessened 
by any thing in us. While our sense of communion with God may fluctuate, his 
love does not grow and diminish. The wrath of God against the sin of saints 
was exhausted on the cross.”  John Owen 1616-1683 
 
 
What is the difference between Positional and Practical Sanctification? 
(see Study Guide 5.17.20)  
 



In what ways do you see sanctification working in your life? 
 
 
 
Sanctification is the working of God in the surrendered and obedient life of the 
believer. A Christian has a significant amount of work to do, but they are not left 
alone in their obedient endeavor. God never gives his children commands without 
supplying His grace to desire and practice them.  
 

Philippians 2:12-13 Therefore, my beloved, as you have always obeyed, not as in my 
presence only, but now much more in my absence, work out your own salvation with 
fear and trembling; 13 for it is God who works in you both to will and to do for His good 
pleasure. 
 
See 1 Corinthians 9:24-27 and note that there is nothing passive in these verses? It 
requires work, effort, and discipline to follow Christ.  
 
Note how the following passages teach what Christians should do… 
Hebrews 2:1 Therefore we must give the more earnest heed to the things we have 
heard, lest we drift away.    
 
Hebrews 3:13 but exhort one another daily, while it is called “Today,” lest any of you 
be hardened through the deceitfulness of sin  
 
1 Peter 2:11 Beloved, I beg you as sojourners and pilgrims, abstain from fleshly lusts 
which war against the soul 
 
Write out the last words penned from the Apostle Peter. 
2 Peter 3:18  
 
 
How does this verse connect to our sanctification, and what is the purpose of it? 
 


