
Life Group Guide #14 | Palm Sunday | The Cross of Jesus Christ 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
The problem with not believing the Bible is not that you may end up believing in 
nothing, but that you may end up believing in anything.  

 Divine Revelation = God’s Word | Human Reasoning = Man’s Opinion  

Discuss the above statements.  

Who said, “Behold the Lamb of God that takes away the sin of the world.”? What 
significance did it have with the Old Testament?  

Jesus provided the solution for mankind’s deepest need, and He accomplished 
it in a way that took everyone by complete surprise.  

The crucifixion was not something mankind did to Christ, but something Christ did 
for mankind.  
 

The cross of Jesus will never be a popular message because it forces a person to 
recognize their sinfulness and their inability to please God through their self-efforts. 
The cross communicates God’s love, but it also reveals man’s guilt, which many are 
not willing to admit. 
 
1 Corinthians 1:18 For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are 
perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God. 

 One message: The Cross  
 Two responses: Foolishness from those who are perishing and praise from 

those who are being saved.  
 

Christ’s death was substitutionary and satisfied the just wrath of God. Jesus was 
punished on mankind’s behalf; his death removed the wrath of God.  
 

2 Corinthians 5:18-21 Now all things are of God, who has reconciled us to Himself 
through Jesus Christ, and has given us the ministry of reconciliation, 19 that is, that God 
was in Christ reconciling the world to Himself, not imputing their trespasses to them, 
and has committed to us the word of reconciliation. 20 Now then, we are ambassadors 
for Christ, as though God were pleading through us: we implore you on Christ’s behalf, 
be reconciled to God. 21 For He made Him who knew no sin to be sin for us, that we 
might become the righteousness of God in Him.   
 

2 Corinthians 5:18-21 Why would this be called the “the great exchange?”  
 
What is meant by double imputation?                         What does impute mean?   
 



1 Peter 1:18-19 knowing that you were not redeemed with corruptible things, like 
silver or gold, from your aimless conduct received by tradition from your fathers, 19 but 
with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot.  
  

The Great Dilemma | Our sin verses God’s love and justice  
Our sin offends God in order for God to act like God. A holy God that does not get 
provoked by our sin, is neither holy or God.  
 
• If God allows sin to go unpunished, he becomes a sinner and unjust. 
• If God does not provide an escape for sinners, he becomes unloving. 
 
Romans 3:23-26 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 24 being justified 
freely by His grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25 whom God set 
forth as a propitiation by His blood, through faith, to demonstrate His righteousness, 
because in His forbearance God had passed over the sins that were previously 
committed, 26 to demonstrate at the present time His righteousness, that He might be 
just and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus. 
 
A careful look at what Jesus did on the cross communicates two things… 

1. How serious our sin is to God even if we don’t think it is  
2. How much God loves sinners even if they don’t accept it  

Hebrews 12:1-3 Therefore we also, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of 
witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which so easily ensnares us, and let 
us run with endurance the race that is set before us, 2 looking unto Jesus, the author 
and finisher of our faith, who for the joy that was set before Him endured the cross, 
despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.3 For 
consider Him who endured such hostility from sinners against Himself, lest you become 
weary and discouraged in your souls 
 
Note v3 – The way we work through trials and deep discouragement is by mediating 
on what Jesus experienced in his suffering.  
 

2 Corinthians 5:14-15  For the love of Christ compels us, because we judge thus: that 
if One died for all, then all died; 15 and He died for all, that those who live should live no 
longer for themselves, but for Him who died for them and rose again. 
 
Did you catch those last 2 words… rose again. Easter means Jesus is alive! His story 
did not end at death and neither does ours. 
 
 
 


