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The theme of Philippians is ___________ in any circumstance.  (note points 1-3)  
 

1. The church at Philippi was in Macedonia, northeastern Greece. What circumstances surrounded 
this church? 2 Corinthians 8:1-2  
 

2 Corinthians 8:1-2 Moreover, brethren, we make known to you the grace of God bestowed on the 
churches of Macedonia: 2 that in a great trial of affliction the abundance of their joy and their deep 
poverty abounded in the riches of their liberality. 
 

2. From where did Paul write this letter?  
 

3. What did some preachers do to Paul?  
 

Philippians 1:15-18 Some indeed preach Christ even from envy and strife, and some also from 
goodwill: 16 The former preach Christ from selfish ambition, not sincerely, supposing to add affliction 
to my chains; 17 but the latter out of love, knowing that I am appointed for the defense of the gospel. 
18 What then? Only that in every way, whether in pretense or in truth, Christ is preached; and in this I 
rejoice, yes, and will rejoice. 
  
When jealously is left unchecked, it finds ways to hurt others.   
 

Paul saw the BIG picture of Christianity is not in being served, but in serving.  
Joy is experience by placing… 
 

J________________   
 

O_______________ 
 

Y_______________ 
 

Philippians 2:1-4 Let nothing be done through selfish ambition or conceit, but in lowliness of mind 
let each esteem others better than himself. 4 Let each of you look out not only for his own interests, 
but also for the interests of others. 
 

The crucifixion was not something mankind did to Christ, but something Christ did for mankind. 
The crucifixion of Jesus Christ secured salvation and assured that one day every knee would bow 
and every tongue confess that Jesus is Lord Savior or Lord Judge.  
 

Philippians 2:5-11 Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus, 6 who, being in the form of 
God, did not consider it robbery to be equal with God, 7 but made Himself of no *reputation, (Greek – 
kenoo) taking the form of a bondservant, and coming in the likeness of men. 8 And being found in 
appearance as a man, He humbled Himself and became obedient to the point of death, even the death 
of the cross. 9 Therefore God also has highly exalted Him and given Him the name which is above 
every name, 10 that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of those in heaven, and of those on 
earth, and of those under the earth, 11 and that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, 
to the glory of God the Father. 
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Philippians 2 is called the kenosis passages which means = ____________________________. Jesus 
emptied himself of the full expression of His glory.   
 
Philippians 3:1-11 The truth of the gospel is at stake. Paul warns of false teachers and then 
confesses he at one time boasted in religious works and moral acts.  
 

Philippians 3:7-11  But what things were gain to me, these I have counted loss for Christ. 8 Yet 
indeed I also count all things loss for the excellence of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord, for 
whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and count them as rubbish, that I may gain Christ 9 and be 
found in Him, not having my own righteousness, which is from the law, but that which is through 
faith in Christ, the righteousness which is from God by faith; 10 that I may know Him and the power of 
His resurrection, and the fellowship of His sufferings, being conformed to His death, 11 if, by any 
means, I may attain to the resurrection from the dead. 
 

Philippians 4:6-7 Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication, with 
thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God; 7 and the peace of God, which surpasses all 
understanding, will guard your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus. 
 
1. Why would Paul write to tell the church members not to be anxious?  
 
2 Corinthians 4:8-9 We are hard-pressed on every side, yet not crushed; we are perplexed, but not in 
despair; 9 persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed 
2 Corinthians 11:2-28 Are they Hebrews? So am I. Are they Israelites? So am I. Are they the seed of 
Abraham? So am I. 23 Are they ministers of Christ?—I speak as a fool—I am more: in labors more 
abundant, in stripes above measure, in prisons more frequently, in deaths often. 24 From the Jews five 
times I received forty stripes minus one. 25 Three times I was beaten with rods; once I was stoned; 
three times I was shipwrecked; a night and a day I have been in the deep; 26 in journeys often, in perils 
of waters, in perils of robbers, in perils of my own countrymen, in perils of the Gentiles, in perils in the 
city, in perils in the wilderness, in perils in the sea, in perils among false brethren; 27 in weariness and 
toil, in sleeplessness often, in hunger and thirst, in fastings often, in cold and nakedness—28 besides 
the other things, what comes upon me daily: my deep concern for all the churches 
 

2. Do we take the small things to God in prayer?  
 
 
3. If God already knows everything we need, why is it necessary to tell him in prayer?  
 
 
4. Does this passage teach in prayer that God will deliver me from my circumstances?  
 
Not all the Bible was written to us, but all the Bible was written for us. We must be aware the 
difference.  Re: 2 Timothy 3:16-17  
 
 
 
 


