
 

The Difference Between Disobedience and Rebellion  
 
Disobedience      Rebellion   
1. A struggle with the rules      1. A struggle with the rule giver  
2. Dependence is upon God and battles with   2. Dependent upon self and desires  
    self-dependence                                                                               independence from God 
3. An inward wrestling, deals with guilt    3. Very little inward turmoil & guilt                                                                                              
4. Looks for ways to improve obedience                 4. No desire for obedience  
5. Takes responsibility, little blame shifting                5.  Irresponsibility, many excuses 
6. Understands why discipline is necessary                           6. Will not comprehend why there    
                                                                                                                  are rules and discipline                                                                                   
7. Over-come by temptation, faith is weak    7. Pre-mediates sin and desires it 
8. Reluctant but will admit when wrong                 8. Justifies disobedience by   
                                                                                                                 discrediting those in authority   
 
Steps to Rebellion: 
1. Selfishness: I want it my way. Romans 7:21-23, 1Corinthians 15:51, Philippians 1:21, 2:21 
2. Stubbornness: I won’t stop until I get what I want. Psalm 32:9, 78:1-8, 81:12, Proverbs 
18:2, Romans 1:22 
3. Indifference: I don’t care who it hurts. Psalm 14:1, Proverbs 1:10-33, 10:23 
4. Resistance: I refuse to listen to any godly advice  
Proverbs 12:15, 14:16, 26:11-12, Ecclesiastes 7:5, Hebrews 3:7-15 
5. Contempt: I don’t care about the consequences 
Proverbs 17:10, 26:3, Matthew 3:7, Luke 12:20, John 3:36, Romans 2:5  

Hebrews 3:12-15 Beware, brethren, lest there be in any of you an evil heart of unbelief in 
departing from the living God; 13 but exhort one another daily, while it is called “Today,” lest 
any of you be hardened through the deceitfulness of sin. 14 For we have become partakers of 
Christ if we hold the beginning of our confidence steadfast to the end, 15 while it is said: 
“Today, if you will hear His voice, Do not harden your hearts as in the rebellion.” 
 
 
Proverbs 4:23 Keep (guard, protect) your heart with all diligence, For out of it  
spring the issues of life. 
 
“Change does not take place until we apply what we are learning in very specific ways, at 
very specific times, and always in dependence on God’s grace to make our efforts 
effective.”  C.J. Mahaney 
 
 


