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The Metanarrative of Scripture 
 
 

 
 
 

Creation 
 
Do you not know? Have you not heard? The LORD is the everlasting God, the Creator of the 
whole earth. He never becomes faint or weary; there is no limit to his understanding. He gives 
strength to the faint and strengthens the powerless. (Isaiah 40:28–29)  
 
I form light and create darkness, I make success and create disaster; I am the LORD, who does all 
these things. “Heavens, sprinkle from above, and let the skies shower righteousness. Let the 
earth open up so that salvation will sprout and righteousness will spring up with it. I, the LORD, 
have created it. (Isaiah 45:7–8) 
 
I made the earth, and created humans on it. It was my hands that stretched out the heavens, 
and I commanded everything in them. (Isaiah 45:12) 
 
For this is what the LORD says— the Creator of the heavens, the God who formed the earth and 
made it, the one who established it . . . he says, “I am the LORD, and there is no other. (Isaiah 
45:18)  
 
“To whom will you compare me, or who is my equal?” asks the Holy One. Look up and see! 
Who created these? He brings out the stars by number; he calls all of them by name. Because 
of his great power and strength, not one of them is missing. (Isaiah 40:25–26)  
 
 “who created the heavens and stretched them out, who spread out the earth and what comes 
from it, [He] gives breath to the people on it and spirit to those who walk on it” (Isaiah 42:5)  
 
 “created for [his] glory” (Isaiah 43:7 
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Fall 
 
 “Holy, holy, holy is the LORD of Armies; his glory fills the whole earth.” (Isaiah 6:3)  
 
“Woe is me for I am ruined because I am a man of unclean lips and live among a people of 
unclean lips, and because my eyes have seen the King, the LORD of Armies.” (Isaiah 6:5)  
 
 “Woe to those who call evil good and good evil, who substitute darkness for light and light for 
darkness, who substitute bitter for sweet and sweet for bitter.” (Isaiah 5:20)  
 
“They have not known the path of peace, and there is no justice in their ways. They have made 
their roads crooked; no one who walks on them will know peace.” (Isaiah 59:8)  
 
“You have turned things around, as if the potter were the same as the clay. How can what is 
made say about its maker, “He didn’t make me”? How can what is formed say about the one 
who formed it, “He doesn’t understand what he’s doing”? (Isaiah 29:16) “There is no peace for 
the wicked,” says the LORD. (Isaiah 48:22)  
 
 “will make the heavens tremble, and the earth will shake from its foundations at the wrath of 
the LORD of Armies, on the day of his burning anger. Like wandering gazelles and like sheep 
without a shepherd, each one will turn to his own people, each one will flee to his own land. 
(Isaiah 13:13–14)  
 
“they went to you in their distress; they poured out whispered prayers because your discipline 
fell on them.” (Isaiah 26:16)  
 
“The Lord said: These people approach me with their speeches to honor me with lip-service, yet 
their hearts are far from me, and human rules direct their worship of me. Therefore, I will again 
confound these people with wonder after wonder. The wisdom of their wise will vanish, and 
the perception of their perceptive will be hidden.” (Isaiah 29:13–14)  
 
“They say, ‘Keep to yourself, don’t come near me, for I am too holy for you!’”  
 
“These practices are smoke in my nostrils, a fire that burns all day long. Look, it is written in 
front of me: I will not keep silent, but I will repay; I will repay them fully (Isaiah 65:5–6) “There 
is no peace for the wicked,” says the LORD. (Isaiah 57:21) 
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Redemption 
 
Though a tenth will remain in the land, it will be burned again. Like the terebinth or the oak that 
leaves a stump when felled, the holy seed is the stump. (Isaiah 6:13)  
 
Then a shoot will grow from the stump of Jesse, and a branch from his roots will bear fruit. The 
Spirit of the LORD will rest on him— a Spirit of wisdom and understanding, a Spirit of counsel 
and strength, a Spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the LORD. His delight will be in the fear of 
the LORD. He will not judge by what he sees with his eyes, he will not execute justice by what he 
hears with his ears, but he will judge the poor righteously and execute justice for the oppressed 
of the land. (Isaiah 11:1–4a)  
 
 Prepare the way of the LORD in the wilderness; make a straight highway for our God in the 
desert. (Isaiah 40:3)  
 
The people walking in darkness have seen a great light; a light has dawned on those living in the 
land of darkness. You have enlarged the nation and increased its joy. The people have rejoiced 
before you (Isaiah 9:2–3)  
The Lord himself will give you a sign: See, the virgin will conceive, have a son, and name him 
Immanuel. (Isaiah 7:14)  
 
For a child will be born for us, a son will be given to us, and the government will be on his 
shoulders. He will be named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Eternal Father, Prince of Peace. 
The dominion will be vast, and its prosperity will never end. He will reign on the throne of David 
and over his kingdom, to establish and sustain it with justice and righteousness from now on 
and forever. The zeal of the LORD of Armies will accomplish this. (Isaiah 9:6–7)  
 
The Spirit of the Lord GOD is on me, because the LORD has anointed me to bring good news to 
the poor. He has sent me to heal the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives and 
freedom to the prisoners; to proclaim the year of the LORD’s favor, and the day of our God’s 
vengeance; to comfort all who mourn, (Isaiah 61:1–2)  
 
a tested stone, a precious cornerstone, a sure foundation; the one who believes will be 
unshakable. (Isaiah 28:16).  
 
“This is my servant; I strengthen him, this is my chosen one; I delight in him. I have put my Spirit 
on him; he will bring justice to the nations. He will not cry out or shout or make his voice heard 
in the streets. He will not break a bruised reed, and he will not put out a smoldering wick; he 
will faithfully bring justice. He will not grow weak or be discouraged until he has established 
justice on earth. The coasts and islands will wait for his instruction.” This is what God, the LORD, 
says— who created the heavens and stretched them out, who spread out the earth and what 
comes from it, who gives breath to the people on it and spirit to those who walk on it— “I am 
the LORD. I have called you for a righteous purpose, and I will hold you by your hand. I will watch 
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over you, and I will appoint you to be a covenant for the people and a light to the nations, in 
order to open blind eyes, to bring out prisoners from the dungeon, and those sitting in darkness 
from the prison house. (Isaiah 42:1–7)  
 
Therefore the LORD is waiting to show you mercy, and is rising up to show you compassion, for 
the LORD is a just God. All who wait patiently for him are happy. (Isaiah 30:18)  
 
“Be strong; do not fear! Here is your God; vengeance is coming. God’s retribution is coming; he 
will save you.” Then the eyes of the blind will be opened, and the ears of the deaf unstopped. 
Then the lame will leap like a deer, and the tongue of the mute will sing for joy, for water will 
gush in the wilderness, and streams in the desert; (Isaiah 35:4–6)  
 
See, my servant will be successful; he will be raised and lifted up and greatly exalted. Just as 
many were appalled at you— his appearance was so disfigured that he did not look like a man, 
and his form did not resemble a human being— so he will sprinkle many nations. Kings will shut 
their mouths because of him, for they will see what had not been told them, and they will 
understand what they had not heard. Who has believed what we have heard? And to whom 
has the arm of the LORD been revealed? He grew up before him like a young plant and like a 
root out of dry ground. He didn’t have an impressive form or majesty that we should look at 
him, no appearance that we should desire him. He was despised and rejected by men, a man of 
suffering who knew what sickness was. He was like someone people turned away from; he was 
despised, and we didn’t value him. Yet he himself bore our sicknesses, and he carried our pains; 
but we in turn regarded him stricken, struck down by God, and afflicted. But he was pierced 
because of our rebellion, crushed because of our iniquities; punishment for our peace was on 
him, and we are healed by his wounds. We all went astray like sheep; we all have turned to our 
own way; and the LORD has punished him for the iniquity of us all. He was oppressed and 
afflicted, yet he did not open his mouth. Like a lamb led to the slaughter and like a sheep silent 
before her shearers, he did not open his mouth. He was taken away because of oppression and 
judgment, and who considered his fate? For he was cut off from the land of the living; he was 
struck because of my people’s rebellion. He was assigned a grave with the wicked, but he was 
with a rich man at his death, because he had done no violence and had not spoken deceitfully. 
Yet the LORD was pleased to crush him severely. When you make him a guilt offering, he will see 
his seed, he will prolong his days, and by his hand, the LORD’s pleasure will be accomplished. 
After his anguish, he will see light and be satisfied. By his knowledge, my righteous servant will 
justify many, and he will carry their iniquities. Therefore I will give him the many as a portion, 
and he will receive the mighty as spoil, because he willingly submitted to death, and was 
counted among the rebels; yet he bore the sin of many and interceded for the rebels. (Isaiah 
52:13–53:12)  
 
Turn to me and be saved, all the ends of the earth. For I am God, and there is no other. By 
myself I have sworn; truth has gone from my mouth, a word that will not be revoked: Every 
knee will bow to me, every tongue will swear allegiance. It will be said about me, 
‘Righteousness and strength are found only in the LORD.’ ” (Isaiah 45:22–24)  
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Seek the LORD while he may be found; call to him while he is near. Let the wicked one abandon 
his way and the sinful one his thoughts; let him return to the LORD, so he may have compassion 
on him, and to our God, for he will freely forgive. (Isaiah 55:6–7)  
 
Now this is what the LORD says— the one who created you, Jacob, and the one who formed you, 
Israel— “Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; I have called you by your name; you are mine. 
When you pass through the waters, I will be with you and the rivers will not overwhelm you, 
When you walk through the fire, you will not be scorched and the flame will not burn you. For I 
am the LORD your God, the Holy One of Israel, and your Savior. I have given Egypt as a ransom 
for you, Cush and Seba in your place. (Isaiah 43:1–3)  
 
A road will be there and a way; it will be called the Holy Way. The unclean will not travel on it, 
but it will be for the one who walks the path. Fools will not wander on it. There will be no lion 
there, and no vicious beast will go up on it; they will not be found there. But the redeemed will 
walk on it, and the ransomed of the LORD will return and come to Zion with singing, crowned 
with unending joy. Joy and gladness will overtake them, and sorrow and sighing will flee. (Isaiah 
35:8–10)  
 
On this mountain he will swallow up the burial shroud, the shroud over all the peoples, the 
sheet covering all the nations. When he has swallowed up death once and for all, the Lord GOD 
will wipe away the tears from every face and remove his people’s disgrace from the whole 
earth, for the LORD has spoken. On that day it will be said, “Look, this is our God; we have 
waited for him, and he has saved us. This is the LORD; we have waited for him. Let’s rejoice and 
be glad in his salvation.” (Isaiah 25:7–9)  
 
The remnant will return, the remnant of Jacob, to the Mighty God. (Isaiah 10:21)  
 
he says, “It is not enough for you to be my servant raising up the tribes of Jacob and restoring 
the protected ones of Israel. I will also make you a light for the nations, to be my salvation to 
the ends of the earth.” (Isaiah 49:6)  
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Response 
 
On that day you will say: “I will give thanks to you, LORD, although you were angry with me. Your 
anger has turned away, and you have comforted me. Indeed, God is my salvation; I will trust 
him and not be afraid, for the LORD, the LORD himself, is my strength and my song. He has 
become my salvation.” (Isaiah 12:1–2). . . .  
 
Sing to the LORD, for he has done glorious things. Let this be known throughout the earth. Cry 
out and sing, citizen of Zion, for the Holy One of Israel is among you in his greatness.” (Isaiah 
12:5–6)  
 
“Come, everyone who is thirsty, come to the water; and you without silver, come, buy, and eat! 
Come, buy wine and milk without silver and without cost! (Isaiah 55:1)  
 
You will keep the mind that is dependent on you in perfect peace, for it is trusting in you. 
(Isaiah 26:3)  
 
The path of the righteous is level; you clear a straight path for the righteous. (Isaiah 26:7)  
 
“the King in his beauty (Isaiah 33:17)  
 
Our desire is for your name and renown. I long for you in the night; yes, my spirit within me 
diligently seeks you, for when your judgments are in the land, the inhabitants of the world will 
learn righteousness. (Isaiah 26:8-9)  
 
I will make known the LORD’s faithful love and the LORD’s praiseworthy acts, because of all the 
LORD has done for us— even the many good things he has done for the house of Israel, which he 
did for them based on his compassion and the abundance of his faithful love. (Isaiah 63:7)  
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Glorification 
 
On that day the root of Jesse will stand as a banner for the peoples. The nations will look to him 
for guidance, and his resting place will be glorious. On that day the Lord will extend his hand a 
second time to recover the remnant of his people who survive—from Assyria, Egypt, Pathros, 
Cush, Elam, Shinar, Hamath, and the coasts and islands of the west. He will lift up a banner for 
the nations and gather the dispersed of Israel; he will collect the scattered of Judah from the 
four corners of the earth. (Isaiah 11:10–12)  
 
And the glory of the LORD will appear, and all humanity together will see it, for the mouth of the 
LORD has spoken. (Isaiah 40:5)  
 
will beat their swords into plows and their spears into pruning knives. Nation will not take up 
the sword against nation, and they will never again train for war. (Isaiah 2:4) “Knowing their 
works and their thoughts, I have come to gather all nations and languages; they will come and 
see my glory. (Isaiah 66:18)  
 
“For just as the new heavens and the new earth, which I will make, will remain before me”— 
this is the LORD’s declaration— “so your offspring and your name will remain. All humanity will 
come to worship me from one New Moon to another and from one Sabbath to another,” says 
the LORD. (Isaiah 66:22–23)  
 
“For I will create new heavens and a new earth; the past events will not be remembered or 
come to mind. Then be glad and rejoice forever in what I am creating; for I will create Jerusalem 
to be a joy and its people to be a delight. I will rejoice in Jerusalem and be glad in my people. 
The sound of weeping and crying will no longer be heard in her. In her, a nursing infant will no 
longer live only a few days, or an old man not live out his days. Indeed, the one who dies at a 
hundred years old will be mourned as a young man, and the one who misses a hundred years 
will be considered cursed. People will build houses and live in them; they will plant vineyards 
and eat their fruit. They will not build and others live in them; they will not plant and others 
eat. For my people’s lives will be like the lifetime of a tree. My chosen ones will fully enjoy the 
work of their hands. They will not labor without success or bear children destined for disaster, 
for they will be a people blessed by the LORD along with their descendants. Even before they 
call, I will answer; while they are still speaking, I will hear. The wolf and the lamb will feed 
together, and the lion will eat straw like cattle, but the serpent’s food will be dust! They will not 
do what is evil or destroy on my entire holy mountain,” says the LORD. (Isaiah 65:17–25)  
 
Your dead will live; their bodies will rise. Awake and sing, you who dwell in the dust! For you 
will be covered with the morning dew, and the earth will bring out the departed spirits. (Isaiah 
26:19)  


