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Luke 9:49-50 Applications:  
 

1. Do not say more than the Bible says, and do not say less than the Bible says. 
2. Allow the circle of other believers to look different than your circle.  
3. Be humble enough to accept God’s method and timing on how He helps others draw 

their circles. 
4. Know the difference between personal preference and Biblical conviction.  
5. Biblical conviction is true for all people, all places, and all times. 
6. We are called to express both love and truth. However, it is easy to favor one 

command at the expense of the other. 
7. No matter how objective we present love and truth, there are issues fellow believers 

will disagree on.  Re: Romans 14 
8. Methods and programs can change, but the message of the gospel should never 

change.  
 
 

 God takes sin seriously. 
 God accepts a substitute for sin.  

 

Luke 9:49-56 Now John answered and said, “Master, we saw someone casting out demons in 
Your name, and we forbade him because he does not follow with us.” 50 But Jesus said to him, 
“Do not forbid him, for he who is not against us is on our side.”  51 Now it came to pass, when 
the time had come for Him to be received up, that He steadfastly set His face to go to 
Jerusalem, 52 and sent messengers before His face. And as they went, they entered a village of 
the Samaritans, to prepare for Him. 53 But they did not receive Him, because His face was set 
for the journey to Jerusalem. 54 And when His disciples James and John saw this, they said, 
“Lord, do You want us to command fire to come down from heaven and consume them, just as 
Elijah did?” 55 But He turned and rebuked them, and said, “You do not know what manner of 
spirit you are of. 56 For the Son of Man did not come to destroy men’s lives but to save them.” 
And they went to another village. (2Kings 1)  
 

John 4:19-20 The woman said to Him, “Sir, I perceive that You are a prophet. 20 Our fathers 
worshiped on this mountain, and you Jews say that in Jerusalem is the place where one ought 
to worship.” 
John 4:23-24 But the hour is coming, and now is, when the true worshipers will worship the 
Father in spirit and truth; for the Father is seeking such to worship Him. 24 God is Spirit, and 
those who worship Him must worship in spirit and truth.” 
 

Luke 19:8-9 Then Zacchaeus stood and said to the Lord, “Look, Lord, I give half of my goods 
to the poor; and if I have taken anything from anyone by false accusation, I restore fourfold.” 
9 And Jesus said to him, “Today salvation has come to this house, because he also is a son of 
Abraham; 10 for the Son of Man has come to seek and to save that which was lost.” 

 
 



John 3:16-19 For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever 
believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life. 17 For God did not send His Son into 
the world to condemn the world, but that the world through Him might be saved. 18 “He who 
believes in Him is not condemned; but he who does not believe is condemned already, because 
he has not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God. 19 And this is the 
condemnation, that the light has come into the world, and men loved darkness rather than 
light, because their deeds were evil. 
 

1. Our attitude towards others, within and outside the church, matters to God. 
2. When we think we deserve God’s grace, we contradict its very meaning and limit 

our ability to express grace others. 

Psalm 130:3-4 If You, LORD, should mark iniquities, O Lord, who could stand? 4But there is 
forgiveness with You, That You may be feared. 
 

“Thy righteous law, thy holy Word, my sin-soiled conscience, my private and public life, my 
neighbors, myself – all write dark things against me. I deny them not, frame no excuse, but 
confess, Father, I have sinned!  Yet, still I live, and fly repenting to thy outstretched arms; 
thou wilt not cast me off, for Jesus brings me near, thou wilt not condemn me, for he died in 
my stead, thou wilt not mark my mountains of sin, for he leveled all, and his beauty covers 
my deformities. O my God, I bid farewell to sin by clinging to his cross, hiding in his 
wounds, and sheltering in his side.” Puritan prayers – Valley of Decision  
 

Grace is the underserved gift of forgiveness in the person of Jesus Christ.  
God’s Riches At Christ’s Expense  
 

Ephesians 2:8-10 For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; 
it is the gift of God, 9 not of works, lest anyone should boast. 10 For we are His workmanship, 
created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand that we should walk in 
them. 
 

The closer we get to Jesus the more we see our sinful heart. This should result in greater 
praise to God and compassion to others.   
 

1 Timothy 1.15 This is a faithful saying and worthy of all acceptance, that Christ Jesus came 
into the world to save sinners, of whom I am chief. 
 

3. We will only see how bad we truly are when we attempt to be truly godly.  
4. No more are we “like Jesus Christ” than when we extend forgiveness to those who 

sinned against us.  
 

“There is no use in talking as if forgiveness were easy…I’ve forgiven him more times 
than I can count. For we find that the work of forgiveness has to be done over and over 
again. We forgive, we mortify our resentment; a week later some chain of thought carries 
us back to the original offence and we discover the old resentment blazing away as if 
nothing had been done about it at all. We need to forgive our brother seventy times seven 
not only for 490 offences but for one offence.” C.S. Lewis     
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Biblical Forgiveness Study by Pastor Jerry – available online at 
gbcmason.org/media/resources or in booklet form in the lobby near our Resource Center. 


