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Luke 9:43-45 And they were all amazed at the majesty of God. But while everyone marveled 
at all the things which Jesus did, He said to His disciples, 44 “Let these words sink down into 
your ears, for the Son of Man is about to be betrayed into the hands of men.” 45 But they did 
not understand this saying, and it was hidden from them so that they did not perceive it; and 
they were afraid to ask Him about this saying. 

As you study your Bible, remember that a passage can only say so much. More was said and 
done than we read from the text.  
 

Matthew 16:22-23 Then Peter took Him aside and began to rebuke Him, saying, “Far be it 
from You, Lord; this shall not happen to You!” 23 But He turned and said to Peter, “Get behind 
Me, Satan! You are an offense to Me, for you are not mindful of the things of God, but the 
things of men.” 

Four alarming principles from Matthew 16:  

1. You can love God and totally miss His plan.  
2. When we do not agree with something, there is a temptation to defend our position 

regardless of what Scripture teaches.  
3. Our emotions and misplaced loyalties make us vulnerable to dismiss or re-interpret 

Scripture.  
4. When we revise God’s Word, we cast a vote in favor of Satan and offend Jesus Christ.  

 

Sincerity does not make anyone right; we are commanded to love God in sincerity and 
truth! Joshua 24:14, Judges 9:16,19, 1 Corinthians 5:8 
 

2 Corinthians 13:8 For we can do nothing against the truth, but for the truth. 

Luke 9:18-21 And it happened, as He was alone praying, that His disciples joined Him, and He 
asked them, saying, “Who do the crowds say that I am?” 19 So they answered and said, “John 
the Baptist, but some say Elijah; and others say that one of the old prophets has risen again.” 
20 He said to them, “But who do you say that I am?” Peter answered and said, “The Christ of 
God.” 21 And He strictly warned and commanded them to tell this to no one, 22 saying, “The Son 
of Man must suffer many things, and be rejected by the elders and chief priests and scribes, 
and be killed, and be raised the third day.” 

Luke 9:47-48 Then a dispute arose among them as to which of them would be greatest. 47 And 
Jesus, perceiving the thought of their heart, took a little child and set him by Him, 48 and said 
to them, “Whoever receives this little child in My name receives Me; and whoever receives Me 
receives Him who sent Me. For he who is least among you all will be great.” 
 
 
 
 



Luke 18:15-17 Then they also brought infants to Him that He might touch them; but when 
the disciples saw it, they rebuked them. 16 But Jesus called them to Him and said, “Let the little 
children come to Me, and do not forbid them; for of such is the kingdom of God. 17 Assuredly, I 
say to you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God as a little child will by no means 
enter it.”   
 

Matthew 18:4 Therefore whoever humbles himself as this little child is the greatest in the 
kingdom of heaven.  
 

Ephesians 4:14-15 that we should no longer be children, tossed to and fro and carried about 
with every wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men, in the cunning craftiness of deceitful 
plotting, 15 but, speaking the truth in love, may grow up in all things into Him who is the 
head—Christ   (re: 2Peter 3:18) 
 

What does spiritual maturity look like?     
1. We have a sincere spiritual concern for others.        Philippians 2:3-4 
2. We detect spiritual danger before it occurs.                Proverbs 22:3 
3. We have wisdom and understanding as well as knowledge.   Psalm 111:10 
4. We have the discipline to carry out that which is right.   James 1:22  
5. Our emotions are not the determining factor of our decisions.  Ecc. 12:13-14   
6. Our awareness of needs is matched by our involvement to help.  Galatians 6:9-10 
7. We are willing to change regardless of the effort needed.   James 1:22-27  
8. We pray and study God’s Word on a consistent basis.    1 Timothy 2:15  
9. We are willing to quickly admit and confess all our sins.   1 John 1:1-10  
10. We choose friends that protect and help our walk with Christ.  Proverbs 13:20  
11. We are willing to listen to what we need to hear.         Proverbs 1:5  
 
 

Romans 12:1-2 I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you present 
your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your reasonable service. 2 And 
do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that 
you may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God. 

Colossians 2:1-10  For I want you to know what a great conflict I have for you and those in 
Laodicea, and for as many as have not seen my face in the flesh, 2 that their hearts may be 
encouraged, being knit together in love, and attaining to all riches of the full assurance of 
understanding, to the knowledge of the mystery of God, both of the Father and of Christ, 3 in 
whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. 4 Now this I say lest anyone 
should deceive you with persuasive words. 5 For though I am absent in the flesh, yet I am 
with you in spirit, rejoicing to see your good order and the steadfastness of your faith in 
Christ. 6 As you therefore have received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in Him, 7 rooted and built 
up in Him and established in the faith, as you have been taught, abounding in it with 
thanksgiving. 8 Beware lest anyone cheat you through philosophy and empty deceit, 
according to the tradition of men, according to the basic principles of the world, and not 
according to Christ. 9 For in Him dwells all the fullness of the Godhead bodily; 10 and you are 
complete in Him, who is the head of all principality and power. 
 


