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Luke 9:37-42 Now it happened on the next day, when they had come down from the mountain, 
that a great multitude met Him. 38 Suddenly a man from the multitude cried out, saying, 
“Teacher, I implore You, look on my son, for he is my only child. 39 And behold, a spirit seizes him, 
and he suddenly cries out; it convulses him so that he foams at the mouth; and it departs from 
him with great difficulty, bruising him. 40 So I implored Your disciples to cast it out, but they 
could not.” 41 Then Jesus answered and said, “O faithless and perverse generation, how 
long shall I be with you and bear with you? Bring your son here.” 42 And as he was still coming, 
the demon threw him down and convulsed him. Then Jesus rebuked the unclean spirit, healed the 
child, and gave him back to his father. (Matthew 17:14-21, Mark 9:14-29)  
 

 Faithless (apistos) perverse (make crooked) generation. How long shall I bear (endure) 
you? To pervert is to take that which is good and twist it.  

 

Luke 18:1 Then Jesus spoke a parable to them, that men always ought to pray and not lose 
heart.  
 

 Scripture teaches that life on this side of Heaven is mixed with joy and sadness, success 
and failures, health and illness, and then we die.  

 Jesus’ desire for his disciples was much more than exposing their disobedience.  
 

Romans 15:4 For whatever things were written before were written for our learning, that we 
through the patience and comfort of the Scriptures might have hope. 
 

 Embrace the truth that God’s love for His own can never be forfeited, regardless of how 
often we fall and fail.   

Romans 8:31-39 What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can be against us? 
32 He who did not spare His own Son, but delivered Him up for us all, how shall He not with Him 
also freely give us all things? 33 Who shall bring a charge against God’s elect? It is God who 
justifies. 34 Who is he who condemns? It is Christ who died, and furthermore is also risen, who is 
even at the right hand of God, who also makes intercession for us. 35 Who shall separate us from 
the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, 
or sword? 36 As it is written: “For Your sake we are killed all day long; We are accounted as sheep 
for the slaughter.” 37 Yet in all these things we are more than conquerors through Him who loved 
us. 38 For I am persuaded that neither death nor life, nor angels nor principalities nor powers, nor 
things present nor things to come, 39 nor height nor depth, nor any other created thing, shall 
be able to separate us from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
 

“Making God’s love contingent on our action is a sad but common misunderstanding in the 
church. Remember, a believer’s union is never in jeopardy. For God’s love can never be 
heightened by any act of ours and cannot be lessened by anything in us. While our sense of 
communion with God may fluctuate, his love does not grow and diminish. The wrath of 
God against the sin of saints was exhausted on the cross.”  John Owen (1616-1683) 
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 If Faithful are the wounds of a friend, then how much more so when the wounds come 
from such a gracious and merciful Savior.  Re: Proverbs 27:6  

 

“The nine were perhaps jealous because they had not been called to go to the mountaintop 
with Jesus. During the Lord’s absence, they began to grow self-indulgent. They neglected 
prayer; their faith weakened. Then, when the crisis came, they were unprepared…”               
Warren Wiersbe  
 
Luke 9:46 Then a dispute arose among them as to which of them would be greatest.  
 

 Murmuring is a serious sin that we often downplay.   

Psalm 19:14 Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart Be acceptable in Your 
sight, O LORD, my strength and my Redeemer.  Re: James 3:1-12  
 

 God humbles us to lead us away from self-sufficiency.  
 

2 Corinthians 1:9 … Yes, we had the sentence of death in ourselves, that we should not trust in 
ourselves but in God who raises the dead 
 

 FAITH development of the disciples was always on Jesus’ mind.  
 

Hebrews 11:6 But without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must 
believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him. 
 

Mark 9:20 Then they brought him (boy) to Him. And when he saw Him, immediately the spirit 
convulsed him, and he fell on the ground and wallowed, foaming at the mouth. 21 So He asked his 
father, “How long has this been happening to him?” And he said, “From childhood. 22 And often he 
has thrown him both into the fire and into the water to destroy him. But if You can do anything, 
have compassion on us and help us.” 23 Jesus said to him, “If you can believe, all things are 
possible to him who believes.” 24 Immediately the father of the child cried out and said with 
tears, “Lord, I believe; help my unbelief!”  
 

We must be students of Scripture to learn what to pray for and how to pray.  
 
James 4:3 You ask and do not receive, because you ask amiss, that you may spend it on your 
pleasures. 
 

Mark 9:25-29 When Jesus saw that the people came running together, He rebuked the unclean 
spirit, saying to it, “Deaf and dumb spirit, I command you, come out of him and enter him no 
more!” 26 Then the spirit cried out, convulsed him greatly, and came out of him. And he became as 
one dead, so that many said, “He is dead.” 27 But Jesus took him by the hand and lifted him up, and 
he arose.  28 And when He had come into the house, His disciples asked Him privately, “Why could 
we not cast it out?” 29 So He said to them, “This kind can come out by nothing but prayer and 
fasting.” 

 Prayer doesn’t protect us from problems; prayer prepares us for problems. 
 A passage of Scripture and a sermon can only say so much; we must be careful and 

faithful students of GOD. Re: 2 Timothy 2:15  
 The spiritual armor of God will do us little if left on a shelf. We must wear it to resist 

the attacks of our spiritual enemy. Re: Ephesians 6:10-18  
 


