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Not Ashamed | Luke 9:23-25 | 8.28.22      

Romans 1:16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it is the power of God to 
salvation for everyone who believes, for the Jew first and also for the Greek.  

Shame should never be the end goal. Forgiveness and reconciliation is the priority of a 
Christ-follower.  
 

Synoptic means similar, and it refers to the writings of Matthew, Mark, and Luke. 

Luke 9:26 For whoever is ashamed of Me and My words, of him the Son of Man will be 
ashamed when He comes in His own glory, and in His Father’s, and of the holy angels.  

Matthew 16:27 For the Son of Man will come in the glory of His Father with His angels, and 
then He will reward each according to his works. 

Mark 8:38 For whoever is ashamed of Me and My words in this adulterous and sinful 
generation, of him the Son of Man also will be ashamed when He comes in the glory of His 
Father with the holy angels.” 

 Being ashamed of or rejecting Christ and His Word carries soul-damning 
consequences. This is not referring to temporary wavering like Peter during the 
arrest of Christ.  

2 Thessalonians 1:3-10 We are bound to thank God always for you, brethren, as it is fitting, 
because your faith grows exceedingly, and the love of every one of you all abounds toward 
each other, 4 so that we ourselves boast of you among the churches of God for your patience 
and faith in all your persecutions and tribulations that you endure, 5 which is manifest 
evidence of the righteous judgment of God, that you may be counted worthy of the kingdom of 
God, for which you also suffer; 6 since it is a righteous thing with God to repay with tribulation 
those who trouble you, 7 and to give you who are troubled rest with us when the Lord Jesus is 
revealed from heaven with His mighty angels, 8 in flaming fire taking vengeance on those who 
do not know God, and on those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9 These 
shall be punished with everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord and from the 
glory of His power, 10 when He comes, in that Day, to be glorified in His saints and to be 
admired among all those who believe, because our testimony among you was believed. 
 

Deuteronomy 32:3-4 For I proclaim the name of the LORD: Ascribe greatness to our God. 4He  
is the Rock, His work is perfect; For all His ways are justice, A God of truth and without  
injustice; Righteous and upright is He. 
 

Psalm 89:14 Righteousness and justice are the foundation of Your throne; Mercy and truth  
go before Your face. 
 

Psalm 115:1-3 Not unto us, O LORD, not unto us, But to Your name give glory, Because of Your  
mercy, Because of Your truth. 2Why should the Gentiles say, “So where is their God?” 3But our  
God is in heaven; He does whatever He pleases. 



Revelation 16:9 And men were scorched with great heat, and they blasphemed the name of 
God who has power over these plagues; and they did not repent and give Him glory. 
 

1 Corinthians 3:11-15 For no other foundation can anyone lay than that which is laid, which 
is Jesus Christ. 12 Now if anyone builds on this foundation with gold, silver, precious stones, 
wood, hay, straw, 13 each one’s work will become clear; for the Day will declare it, because it 
will be revealed by fire; and the fire will test each one’s work, of what sort it is. 14 If anyone’s 
work which he has built on it endures, he will receive a reward. 15 If anyone’s work is burned, 
he will suffer loss; but he himself will be saved, yet so as through fire. 
 

1 Corinthians 4:5 Therefore judge nothing before the time, until the Lord comes, who will 
both bring to light the hidden things of darkness and reveal the counsels of the hearts. Then 
each one’s praise will come from God. 
 

2 Corinthians 5:6-10 So we are always confident, knowing that while we are at home in the 
body we are absent from the Lord. 7 For we walk by faith, not by sight. 8 We are confident, yes, 
well pleased rather to be absent from the body and to be present with the Lord. 9 Therefore we 
make it our aim, whether present or absent, to be well pleasing to Him. 10 For we must all 
appear before the judgment (Greek, Bema) seat of Christ, that each one may receive the things 
done in the body, according to what he has done, whether good or bad 

1 John 2:28 And now, little children, abide in Him, that when He appears, we may have 
confidence and not be ashamed before Him at His coming.  
 

 There will be a judgment, and there will be surprises. 
 

Romans 14:10-12 But why do you judge your brother? Or why do you show contempt for 
your brother? For we shall all stand before the judgment (Bema) seat of Christ. 11 For it is 
written: “As I live, says the LORD, Every knee shall bow to Me, And every tongue shall confess to 
God.”  12 So then each of us shall give account of himself to God. 13 Therefore let us not judge 
one another anymore, but rather resolve this, not to put a stumbling block or a cause to fall in 
our brother’s way. 
 

 The judgement seat of Christ reveals how believers used their time, talents, and 
treasures for God.  

 

 BEMA was a raised platform in which judges sat upon to observe the various events 
to confirm no rules were broken and on which awards were given to the victors.  

 

Colossians 3:23-24 And whatever you do, do it heartily, as to the Lord and not to men, 
24 knowing that from the Lord you will receive the reward of the inheritance; for you serve the 
Lord Christ. 
 

1 Corinthians 15:58 Therefore, my beloved brethren, be steadfast, immovable, always 
abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that your labor is not in vain in the Lord. 
 

Hebrews 6:10 For God is not unjust to forget your work and labor of love which you have 
shown toward His name, in that you have ministered to the saints, and do minister. 
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