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Count the Cost. Pay the Price. Reap the Reward. 

Luke 9:23-25 Then He said to them all, “If anyone desires to come after Me, let him deny 
himself, and take up his cross daily, and follow Me. 24 For whoever desires to save his life will 
lose it, but whoever loses his life for My sake will save it. 25 For what profit is it to a man if he 
gains the whole world, and is himself destroyed or lost?  
 

 The word “desire” is used 86 times in the New Testament with 7 different Greek 
words.  

 

Luke 16:20-21 But there was a certain beggar named Lazarus, full of sores, who was laid at 
his gate, 21 desiring (epithymeo) to be fed with the crumbs which fell from the rich man’s table. 
 

James 4:1-2 Where do wars and fights come from among you? Do they not come from your 
desires for pleasure that war in your members? 2 You lust (epithymeo) and do not have. 
 

 Not everyone who says they have a desire to follow Jesus truly means it.  
 

John 6:66-70 From that time many of His disciples went back and walked with Him no 
more.67 Then Jesus said to the twelve, “Do you also want to go away?” 68 But Simon Peter 
answered Him, “Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life. 69 Also we have 
come to believe and know that You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” 70 Jesus answered 
them, “Did I not choose you, the twelve, and one of you is a devil?” 71 He spoke of Judas Iscariot, 
the son of Simon, for it was he who would betray Him, being one of the twelve. 
 

In John 6 we observe…  
Open Defection: Many walked away. 
Firm Determination: “You are the Christ, to whom would we go to?” 
Subtle Deception: Judas was a not a genuine believer. 
 

Luke 9:23-23 Then He said to them all, “If anyone desires to come after Me, let him deny 
himself, and take up his cross daily, and follow Me. 24 For whoever desires to save his life will 
lose it, but whoever loses his life for My sake will save it.  
 

“The most experienced psychologists or observer of human nature knows infinitely less of 
the human heart than the simplest Christian who lives beneath the cross of Jesus. The 
greatest psychological insight, ability, and experience cannot grasp this one thing: what sin 
is. Worldly wisdom knows what distress and weakness and failures are, but it does not 
know the godlessness of man. And so it also does not know that man is destroyed only by 
his sin and can be healed only by forgiveness. Only the Christian knows this.” 
Dietrich Bonhoeffer  
 

 My worst days are never so bad that I am beyond the reach of God’s grace, and my 
best days are never so good that I am beyond the need of God’s grace.  

 



“No man is a fool who gives up what he cannot keep to gain that which he cannot lose.” 
Missionary Jim Elliott  
 
"There was a day when I died, utterly died to George Mueller and his opinions, his 
preferences, and his tastes and his will. I died to the world, to its approval and its censure. I 
died to the approval or the blame of even my brethren and friends. And since then, I have 
studied only to show myself approved unto God." George Mueller 
 

“I have oft said that the sole cause of man’s unhappiness is that he does not know how to 
stay quietly in his room. What people want is not the easy peaceful life that allows us to 
think of our unhappy condition, but the agitation that takes our mind off it and diverts it.”   
Blaise Pascal (1623-1662) 
 

“I remember saying to God, ‘Look, I appreciate your sending Jesus to die for me to give me 
eternal life, but just sort of leave me alone for the rest of my life.’ To me, God was 
restrictions, a lot of don’ts. I never saw any beauty in being a believer, except for the fact 
that you weren’t going to hell. That was a tremendous thing. But there was nothing else of 
value that I could see.”  John Percy (Good News About Prodigals) 
 

“Millions call themselves by His name, it is true, and pay some token of respect to Him, 
but a simple test will show how little He is really honored among them. Let the average 
man be put to the proof on the question of who or what is above, and his true choice 
between God and money, between God and man, between God and personal ambition, God 
and self, God and human love, and God will take second place every time. However, the man 
may protest, the proof is in the choices he makes day after day throughout his life.”   
A.W. Tozer  
 

“Spiritual growth does not always involve learning something new. Our most important 
growth often is in regard to truth we have already heard but have not fully applied.”  
John MacArthur  

 

“My turning point was a change from partial to full surrender. It was a commitment to 
have integrity, which I define as a one-to one- correlation between my Bible, my belief, 
and my behavior. It was a commitment to change from ‘plan and pray’ to ‘pray then plan’. 
It was a commitment to stop following only the God I was underlining in my Bible and 
follow the rest of Him too. It was a commitment to not only add Jesus to my life but to 
subtract some things also. It was a commitment to stop seeking the God I wanted and start 
seeking the God who is. It was the commitment to stop being a cultural Christian and start 
being a Biblical Christian.” Patrick Morley 
 
 

“Far too many people abandon their quest for truth, being repelled by the church; they 
never make it to Christ.” Phillip Yancey  
 

“We are halfhearted creatures, fooling about with drink and sex and ambition when 
infinite joy is offered us, like an ignorant child who wants to go on making mud pies in a 
slum because he cannot imagine what is meant by the offer of a holiday at sea. We are far 
too easily pleased.” C.S. Lewis  
 

“I have come that they may have life, and that they may have it more abundantly.” 
Jesus Christ  


