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Luke 9:18-21 And it happened, as He was alone praying, that His disciples joined Him, and He 
asked them, saying, “Who do the crowds say that I am?” 19 So they answered and said, “John 
the Baptist, but some say Elijah; and others say that one of the old prophets has risen again.” 
20 He said to them, “But who do you say that I am?” Peter answered and said, “The Christ of 
God.” 21 And He strictly warned and commanded them to tell this to no one, 22 saying, “The Son 
of Man must suffer many things, and be rejected by the elders and chief priests and scribes, 
and be killed, and be raised the third day.”  
 

Question 1 – Who do people say that I am? 
 

We do not define Jesus Christ; we discover how He has defined Himself and then hold that 
view up as the standard.  
 

Question 2 – Who do you say that I am? 
 

According to Scripture, God will judge us by how we responded to His Son. That is either 
true or false…  

Revelation 19:11-21 Now I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse. And He who sat 
on him was called Faithful and True, and in righteousness He judges and makes war. 12 His 
eyes were like a flame of fire, and on His head were many crowns. He had a name written that 
no one knew except Himself. 13 He was clothed with a robe dipped in blood, and His name is 
called The Word of God. 14 And the armies in heaven, clothed in fine linen, white and clean, 
followed Him on white horses. 15 Now out of His mouth goes a sharp sword, that with it He 
should strike the nations. And He Himself will rule them with a rod of iron. He Himself treads 
the winepress of the fierceness and wrath of Almighty God. 16 And He has on His robe and on 
His thigh a name written KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS. 17 Then I saw an angel 
standing in the sun; and he cried with a loud voice, saying to all the birds that fly in the midst 
of heaven, “Come and gather together for the supper of the great God, 18 that you may eat the 
flesh of kings, the flesh of captains, the flesh of mighty men, the flesh of horses and of those 
who sit on them, and the flesh of all people, free and slave, both small and great.” 19 And I saw 
the beast, the kings of the earth, and their armies, gathered together to make war against 
Him who sat on the horse and against His army. 20 Then the beast was captured, and with him 
the false prophet who worked signs in his presence, by which he deceived those who received 
the mark of the beast and those who worshiped his image. These two were cast alive into the 
lake of fire burning with brimstone. 21 And the rest were killed with the sword which 
proceeded from the mouth of Him who sat on the horse. And all the birds were filled with their 
flesh. 
 

Acts 17:30-31 Truly, these times of ignorance God overlooked, but now commands all men 
everywhere to repent, 31 because He has appointed a day on which He will judge the world in 
righteousness by the Man whom He has ordained. He has given assurance of this to all by 
raising Him from the dead.” 
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Jesus provided the solution for man’s deepest need, and He accomplished it in a way that 
surprised everyone.  
 

The cross of Jesus will never be a popular message because it forces a person to recognize 
their sinfulness and inability to please God through self-efforts. This is a humiliation that 
many will not agree to accept. The cross communicates God’s love but reveals man’s guilt. 
Many are not willing to admit such guilt.  
 

1 Corinthians 1:18 For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but 
to us who are being saved it is the power of God. 
 

The crucifixion was not something that mankind did to Christ, but something Christ did for 
mankind!  
 

Luke 9:23-26 Then He said to them all, “If anyone desires to come after Me, let him deny 
himself, and take up his cross daily, and follow Me. 24 For whoever desires to save his life will 
lose it, but whoever loses his life for My sake will save it. 25 For what profit is it to a man if he 
gains the whole world, and is himself destroyed or lost? 26 For whoever is ashamed of Me and 
My words, of him the Son of Man will be ashamed when He comes in His own glory, and in His 
Father’s, and of the holy angels. 
 

Luke 6:46 “But why do you call Me ‘Lord, Lord,’ and not do the things which I say? 

When the Bible uses the word “Lord,” it requires submission of one’s will; it is much more 
than just agreement with facts.   

Many within the context of Christianity are looking for an ally in Jesus; they want him to 
support their personal views and agendas. Such an option was never given; we must either 
embrace Him as Lord or face Him as judge.    

At salvation, the ministry of the Holy Spirit takes truths about Jesus Christ and makes 
them clear to our minds and real to our hearts in such a way that we willingly, completely, 
and joyfully submit to Him.  

Historically Christians have been deeply concerned about getting their view of Jesus 
accurate. Modern American Christianity does not seem worried about such a task. There is 
not a sense that it is a life and death matter when dealing with deity. There is a dangerous 
freedom and flexibility about the person of Jesus that is accepted and promoted in 
the average church. 
 

My worst days are never so bad that I am beyond the reach of God’s grace, and the best 
days are never so good that I am beyond the need of God’s grace.  

The question, “Who do you believe Jesus is?” is crucial because what you believe 
about Jesus Christ is the most important thing about you. 
 
Jesus is more valuable and significant than any explanation of Him!  

 
 


