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When making judgments, claims, and giving commands, you must first address the issue of 
authority. 
 

Luke 9:7-11 Now Herod the tetrarch heard of all that was done by Him; and he was 
perplexed, because it was said by some that John had risen from the dead, 8 and by some that 
Elijah had appeared, and by others that one of the old prophets had risen again. 9 Herod said, 
“John I have beheaded, but who is this of whom I hear such things?” So he sought to see Him. 
10 And the apostles, when they had returned, told Him all that they had done. Then He took 
them and went aside privately into a deserted place belonging to the city called Bethsaida. 
11 But when the multitudes knew it, they followed Him; and He received them and spoke to 
them about the kingdom of God, and healed those who had need of healing. 
 

 Herod the Tetrarch: The title means ¼ of a ruler. His father, Herod the Great, 
granted ¼ of the kingdom to rule, and his portion included Galilee.  

 Herod the Great was King of Judea (re: Acts 12:21-23). 
 The best way to protect yourself is with complete and sincere submission to Jesus 

Christ!  

Luke 13:31-32 On that very day some Pharisees came, saying to Him, “Get out and depart 
from here, for Herod wants to kill You.” 32 And He said to them, “Go, tell that fox, ‘Behold, I cast 
out demons and perform cures today and tomorrow, and the third day I shall be perfected.’  
 

 Jesus called Herod a fox, meaning that Herod’s desire was to hunt down Jesus just as 
a fox does its prey.  

 Jesus makes it impossible for anyone to be neutral about His claims.  
 

The root issue of Christianity has always been and will always be what will you do with 
Jesus Christ? There is only one correct response. Yield to Him as your Savior and Lord! 
 

1 Corinthians 6:19-20 Or do you not know that your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit 
who is in you, whom you have from God, and you are not your own? 20 For you were bought at 
a price; therefore glorify God in your body and in your spirit, which are God’s. 

Jesus provided the solution for man’s deepest need, and He accomplished it in a way that 
took everyone by complete surprise. The cross of Jesus will never be a popular message 
because it forces a person to recognize their sinfulness and their inability to please God 
through their self-efforts. 
 
2 Corinthians 5:14-15 For the love of Christ compels us, because we judge thus: that if One 
died for all, then all died; 15 and He died for all, that those who live should live no longer for 
themselves, but for Him who died for them and rose again. 
 

The love of Jesus compels us to return our love to Jesus in faithful (not perfect) obedience.  
 



1 Corinthians 1:18 For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but 
to us who are being saved it is the power of God. 
 

 The crucifixion was not something that mankind did to Christ, but something Christ 
did for mankind.  

 A holy God that does not get provoked by our sin, is neither holy nor God.                             
Re: 1 Corinthians 3:11-15  

 Good theology will not be enough on judgment day. It is not our knowledge that will 
be tested but our love and obedience to God. 

 

“We American Christians have a way of taking the Jesus of the Bible and twisting him into 
a version of Jesus that we are more comfortable with.  A nice middle-class American Jesus. 
A Jesus who doesn’t mind materialism and would never call us to give away everything we 
have. A Jesus who is fine with nominal devotion and that does not infringe on our comforts. 
A Jesus who wants us to be balanced, who wants is to avoid dangerous extremes, and who 
for that matter wants us to avoid danger altogether. A Jesus who brings comfort and 
prosperity to us as we live out our Christian spin on the American dream.”  David Platt    
 

Luke 9:12-17 When the day began to wear away, the twelve came and said to Him, “Send the 
multitude away, that they may go into the surrounding towns and country, and lodge and get 
provisions; for we are in a deserted place here.” 13 But He said to them, “You give them 
something to eat.” And they said, “We have no more than five loaves and two fish, unless we go 
and buy food for all these people.” 14 For there were about five thousand men. Then He said to 
His disciples, “Make them sit down in groups of fifty.” 15 And they did so, and made them all sit 
down. 16 Then He took the five loaves and the two fish, and looking up to heaven, He blessed 
and broke them, and gave them to the disciples to set before the multitude. 17 So they all ate 
and were filled, and twelve baskets of the leftover fragments were taken up by them. 
 

There is a twofold problem every believer faces.  
(1) We are tempted to believe our possessions belong to us.  
(2) We are tempted to make comfort and convenience an idol of our heart.  
 

Galatians 6:9-10 And let us not grow weary while doing good, for in due season we shall reap 
if we do not lose heart. 10 Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all, especially to 
those who are of the household of faith. 
 

Colossians 3:23-24 And whatever you do, do it heartily, as to the Lord and not to men, 
24 knowing that from the Lord you will receive the reward of the inheritance; for you serve the 
Lord Christ. 
 

Hebrews 6:10 For God is not unjust to forget your work and labor of love which you have 
shown toward His name, in that you have ministered to the saints, and do minister 
 

In God’s plan, both the served and the servers are blessed and encouraged. 
 

1 Corinthians 15:58 Therefore, my beloved brethren, be steadfast, immovable, always 
abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that your labor is not in vain in the Lord. 
 
 
 


