
 

 

Why the Next Generation Matters 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

I. God loves the next generation 
 

Psalm 78:1–7 “Give ear, O my people, to my teaching; incline your ears to the words of my mouth! 2 I will open my 

mouth in a parable; I will utter dark sayings from of old, 3 things that we have heard and known, that our fathers have 

told us. 4 We will not hide them from their children, but tell to the coming generation the glorious deeds of the Lord, and 

his might, and the wonders that he has done. 5 He established a testimony in Jacob and appointed a law in Israel, which 

he commanded our fathers to teach to their children, 6 that the next generation might know them, the children yet unborn, 

and arise and tell them to their children, 7 so that they should set their hope in God and not forget the works of God, but 

keep his commandments; 

 

Three outcomes of passing the knowledge of God to the next generation: 

 1. They would set their hope in God 

 2. Not forget what God has done 

 3. Keep God’s commands 

 

 II. God gave the home to be the primary spiritual influence in the life of a kid. 
 

Deuteronomy 6:4–7 “Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one! 5 You shall love the Lord your God with all your 

heart, with all your soul, and with all your strength. 6 “And these words which I command you today shall be in your 

heart. 7 You shall teach them diligently to your children, and shall talk of them when you sit in your house, when you walk 

by the way, when you lie down, and when you rise up.  

 

Faith must be personal before we can pass it on. 

 

Parents need to love God wholly (v. 5). 

 

“To love God and worship and serve Him is the highest privilege we can have, so when the Lord commands us to 

love, He is inviting us to that which is the best”  Wiersbe, W. W.  

 

Parents need to take God’s Word to heart (v. 6). 

Psalm 1:1–3 “Blessed is the man who walks not in the counsel of the wicked, nor stands in the way of sinners, nor 

sits in the seat of scoffers; 2 but his delight is in the law of the Lord, and on his law he meditates day and night. 3 

He is like a tree planted by streams of water that yields its fruit in its season, and its leaf does not wither. In all 

that he does, he prospers.” 

John 17:17 “Sanctify them in the truth; your word is truth.” 

 

Parents need to teach within life’s rhythms. Joshua 4:1–7  

 

In Reggie Joiner’s book, Think Orange: Imagine the impact when church and family collide, he describes what these 

rhythms look like and the different role a parent could take 

 

Time Communication Role Goal 

Meal time Formal discussion Teacher Establish truths 

Drive time Informal dialogue Friend Interpret life 

Bed time Intimate conversation counselor Build intimacy 

Moring time Encouraging words coach Instill purpose 



 

 

 

Lifeway Research | 10 categories that positively influenced a child’s faith resulting in them growing and staying around 

after high school… 

 

 1. Bible Reading 

 2. Prayer 

 3. Serving 

 4. Music 

 5. Mission trips or projects 

 6. Interest level in church  

“Even the very best parent in the universe - God Himself - has rebellious children (Isaiah 1:2-3). So don’t let 

Satan load you down with faith destroying guilt greater than you can bear or should bear” John Piper 

 7. Influence by others 

 8. Influence by parents 

 9. Gender and Siblings 

 10. Church attendance 

 

 III.God gave the church to equip, encourage, and partner with the home.  
 

Ephesians 4:11–16 „And He Himself gave some to be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, and some pastors and 

teachers, 12 for the equipping of the saints for the work of ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ, 13 till we all 

come to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a perfect man, to the measure of the stature of the 

fullness of Christ; 14 that we should no longer be children, tossed to and fro and carried about with every wind of 

doctrine, by the trickery of men, in the cunning craftiness of deceitful plotting, 15 but, speaking the truth in love, may 

grow up in all things into Him who is the head—Christ—16 from whom the whole body, joined and knit together by what 

every joint supplies, according to the effective working by which every part does its share, causes growth of the body for 

the edifying of itself in love.” 

 

What does this look like in the area of ministering to families? 

 1. Your pastor’s desire to equip you with the tools you need to parent well. 

 2. The body is called to minister within community with one another. 

 a) The One-another Commands: Hebrews 10:24, Rom. 15:14, Col. 3:16 1 Thess. 5:11 , 1 Peter 4:10  

 b) Call to be spiritual parents: 1 Corinthians 4:14–17, 1 Thessalonians 2:7–12, Titus 2:1–6  

 

Spiritual Parenting | Kirsten McKinlay  

  “Spiritual parenting is guiding someone less mature in the Christian faith towards maturity. It can be 

uncomfortable at times. It can be exhausting. It can be discouraging. And it can involve rejection. It can be costly. 

But it can also be full of great joy.”  

  “You don’t have to have ‘arrived ’or be a spiritual giant to be a spiritual mother (parent). It is about sharing your 

life and sharing the word with another sinful human being, and being real and acknowledging where you too have 

to grow.” 

 

We’ve all got work to do. As a member of the body of Christ, who himself said, “Let the little children come”, what are 

you doing for the next generation? 

 

Application: 

  How are you doing at passing your baton of faith? 

  Does your view of the next generation match the view God has? 

  Parents, what is one intentional step you can make to fulfill Deuteronomy 6 

  Can you take up the call and be a spiritual parent to someone? 

 


