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Jesus & the “Sinful” Woman | Luke 7:36-50 | Palm Sunday 04.10.22   
 

Hebrews 4:12-13 For the word of God is living and powerful, and sharper than any two-
edged sword, piercing even to the division of soul and spirit, and of joints and marrow, and is 
a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart. 13 And there is no creature hidden from 
His sight, but all things are naked and open to the eyes of Him 
 

 When did I first fall in love with God?   Matthew 22:36-40 
 When did I first fall in love with God’s Word?  Psalm 19:7-11 
 When did I first fall in love with God’s Church?  Ephesians 5:25  

 

Ephesians 5:25 … Christ also loved the church and gave Himself for her 
 

 In Luke 7, a Roman soldier demonstrates compassion and humility and a religious 
leader exhibits pride and condemnation.  

Luke 7:36-39 Then one of the Pharisees asked Him to eat with him. And He went to the 
Pharisee’s house, and sat down to eat. 37 And behold, a woman in the city who was a sinner, 
when she knew that Jesus sat at the table in the Pharisee’s house, brought an alabaster flask 
of fragrant oil, 38 and stood at His feet behind Him weeping; and she began to wash His feet 
with her tears, and wiped them with the hair of her head; and she kissed His feet and anointed 
them with the fragrant oil. 39 Now when the Pharisee who had invited Him saw this, he spoke 
to himself, saying, “This Man, if He were a prophet, would know who and what manner of 
woman this is who is touching Him, for she is a sinner.” 
 

 Pride always blinds us to the obvious and re-enforces our critical view of others.  

Luke 7:40-50 And Jesus answered and said to him, “Simon, I have something to say to you.” 
So he said, “Teacher, say it.” 41 “There was a certain creditor who had two debtors. One owed 
five hundred denarii, and the other fifty. (denarii = days wage) 42 And when they had nothing 
with which to repay, he freely forgave them both. Tell Me, therefore, which of them will love 
him more?” 43 Simon answered and said, “I suppose the one whom he forgave more.” And He 
said to him, “You have rightly judged.” 44 Then He turned to the woman and said to Simon, “Do 
you see this woman? I entered your house; you gave Me no water for My feet, but she has 
washed My feet with her tears and wiped them with the hair of her head. 45 You gave Me no 
kiss, but this woman has not ceased to kiss My feet since the time I came in. 46 You did not 
anoint My head with oil, but this woman has anointed My feet with fragrant oil. 47 Therefore I 
say to you, her sins, which are many, are forgiven, for she loved much. But to whom little is 
forgiven, the same loves little.” 48 Then He said to her, “Your sins are forgiven.” 49 And those 
who sat at the table with Him began to say to themselves, “Who is this who even forgives 
sins?” 50 Then He said to the woman, “Your faith has saved you. Go in peace.” 

Two Crucial Points Missed by Simon 

1. God is eager and willing to forgive the most sinful of all people.  
2. Simon was a sinful man in need of God’s forgiveness.  



2 Corinthians 5:21 For He made Him who knew no sin to be sin for us, that we might become 
the righteousness of God in Him. 

 Religion teaches that our self-righteous works earns salvation.  Scripture teaches 
the righteousness of Jesus provides us with salvation. Re: Ephesians 2:8-10  

Isaiah 64:4 But we are all like an unclean thing, And all our righteousnesses are like filthy 
rags.  
 

John 3:17-19 For God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the world, but that the 
world through Him might be saved. 18 “He who believes in Him is not condemned; but he who 
does not believe is condemned already, because he has not believed in the name of the only 
begotten Son of God. 
 
 

 Simon kept his self-righteousness; the woman received the righteousness of Jesus 
Christ. Re: Romans 10:1-4 

 

 Jesus’ claim to forgive sins would not go unchallenged (Luke 7:49). 
 

 What you believe about Jesus is the most important thing about you. If His claims 
are true, they are of infinite value. If false, they are of no value.  

 

 
Colossians 2:14 having wiped out the handwriting of requirements that was against us, 
which was contrary to us. And He has taken it out of the way, having nailed it to the cross.  
 

1 Corinthians 6:19-20 Or do you not know that your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit 
who is in you, whom you have from God, and you are not your own? 20 For you were bought at 
a price; therefore glorify God in your body and in your spirit, which are God’s. 
 

 Rejecting the teachings of Scripture does not mean you will not have any ideas 
about God. It means you will have a lot of wrong ones!   

 The cross answers the question, “Who are you to forgive sins.” It answers the 
question, “How he did it! re: Luke 23:32-46   

 The cross with all its horror and shame sets the stage for the greatest event in all of 
Christianity - The Resurrection of Jesus Christ! 1 Corinthians 15 

 

1 Corinthians 11:23-26 For I received from the Lord that which I also delivered to you: that 
the Lord Jesus on the same night in which He was betrayed took bread; 24 and when He had 
given thanks, He broke it and said, “Take, eat; this is My body which is broken for you; do this 
in remembrance of Me.” 25 In the same manner He also took the cup after supper, saying, “This 
cup is the new covenant in My blood. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 
26 For as often as you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death 
till He comes.  
 

 


