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Jesus & Simon the Pharisee | Luke 7:36-50 | 04.03.22   
 
 

“Too many think lightly of sin, therefore think lightly of the Savior. He who stood 
before his God, convicted and condemned, with rope about his neck, is the man to weep for 
joy when he is pardoned, to hate evil which has been forgiven him, and to live in honor of 
the Redeemer by whose blood he had been cleansed.”  C.H. Spurgeon  (1832-1894) 

Luke 7:36-39 Then one of the Pharisees asked Him to eat with him. And He went to the 
Pharisee’s house, and sat down to eat. 37 And behold, a woman in the city who was a sinner, 
when she knew that Jesus sat at the table in the Pharisee’s house, brought an alabaster flask 
of fragrant oil, 38 and stood at His feet behind Him weeping; and she began to wash His feet 
with her tears, and wiped them with the hair of her head; and she kissed His feet and anointed 
them with the fragrant oil. 39 Now when the Pharisee who had invited Him saw this, he spoke 
to himself, saying, “This Man, if He were a prophet, would know who and what manner of 
woman this is who is touching Him, for she is a sinner.” 
 

Since the woman arrived in deep gratitude and prepared with her perfume, it is safe to 
assume she had experienced Jesus’ grace and mercy prior to the dinner party. 

The woman brought three common life-dominating issues that have been present since the 
fall of mankind.  Fear - Shame - Guilt    

 Scripture explains the nature of mankind better than any other source and for 
obvious reasons. The author of the Bible happens to be the Creator of humanity.  

 

Fear is an emotion triggered by the perception of danger, real, or imagined.  
 

Guilt is to be responsible for having done or said something wrong. A person may not feel 
guilty and still be guilty. A person may feel guilty when they are not.  

 Christians have an enormous advantage over non-believers because they 
understand that God determines right and wrong, not the individual, or the church, 
or the government.  

 

Shame is the reality that others know what wrong I have done or what wrong has been 
done to me. 

 In Scripture, God has given His church self-critiquing and self-correcting principles.   
 When culture ignores Scripture, and the church distorts Scripture, God is 

dishonored, and people’s lives are damaged.   

Proverbs 28:13 He who covers his sins will not prosper, But whoever  confesses and forsakes 
them will have mercy. 

1 John 1:9-10 If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
9 If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all 



unrighteousness. 10 If we say that we have not sinned, we make Him a liar, and His word is not 
in us. 

Luke 7:40-50  And Jesus answered and said to him, “Simon, I have something to say to you.” 
So he said, “Teacher, say it.” 41 “There was a certain creditor who had two debtors. One owed 
five hundred denarii, and the other fifty. 42 And when they had nothing with which to repay, he 
freely forgave them both. Tell Me, therefore, which of them will love him more?” 43 Simon 
answered and said, “I suppose the one whom he forgave more.” And He said to him, “You have 
rightly judged.” 44 Then He turned to the woman and said to Simon, “Do you see this woman? I 
entered your house; you gave Me no water for My feet, but she has washed My feet with her 
tears and wiped them with the hair of her head. 45 You gave Me no kiss, but this woman has 
not ceased to kiss My feet since the time I came in. 46 You did not anoint My head with oil, but 
this woman has anointed My feet with fragrant oil. 47 Therefore I say to you, her sins, which 
are many, are forgiven, for she loved much. But to whom little is forgiven, the same loves 
little.” 48 Then He said to her, “Your sins are forgiven.” 49 And those who sat at the table 
with Him began to say to themselves, “Who is this who even forgives sins?” 50 Then He said to 
the woman, “Your faith has saved you. Go in peace.” 
 

 Simon gave the right answer but missed the main point!  

Simon, in his spiritual pride, thought, “I know something this man doesn’t know.” The 
woman who is touching him is a big sinner. Jesus is clueless. However, Jesus reveals to 
Simon that he knows every thought that he has and will ever have!  

Psalm 139:1-4  O LORD, You have searched me and known me. You know my sitting down and 
my rising up; You understand my thought afar off. 3You comprehend my path and my lying 
down, And are acquainted with all my ways. 4For there is not a word on my tongue, But 
behold, O LORD, You know it altogether. 

Fear, guilt, and shame are a triple threat to our spiritual, emotional, and physical wellbeing. 
 

Jesus is willing and capable of inserting within our life’s story the greatest words we could 
ever hear and placing us on a journey that we could never possibly imagine.   
 

Self-righteous people want mercy for themselves and justice for everyone else. A true 
follower of Christ knows they deserve God’s justice and receive mercy! Such knowledge is 
exhibited by their sincere worship of God.  
 

 Communion: Calling the Grace Family to The Lord’s Supper  
Palm Sunday | 4.10.22 | Communion at 9:15AM 

 Easter Sunday | 4.17.22 at  10:30AM  (No 9:15AM service)  
 
 

As we delight ourselves in the Word of God many marvelous benefits occur.  
1. God’s truths are revealed. Psalm 119:18, John 16:13, 17:17, 18:37  
2. Satan’s lies are exposed. 2 Corinthians 2:11, 4:4, 11:14, John 8:43-44, Eph. 6:11                     
3. Our hearts are searched. Hebrews 4:12, Psalm 139:23-24, 1 Thessalonians 2:13 
4. Christ’s grace is increased. 1 Corinthians 1:4-5, 2 Corinthians 9:8, 2 Peter 3:18   
 
Prepare your heart and mind for next week by reading & studying Luke 7:36-50. 


