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Rom 8:28. “And we know that all things work together for good to those who love God, to 

those who are the called according to His purpose.” This verse describes the providence of God.  

 

The sovereignty of God is His supreme rule over His creation. The providence of God is how He 

exercises His sovereignty to bring about His good and wise purposes. 

 

I. Historical background 

 

1 Samuel begins about 1100 B.C. and ends with the death of Saul about 1011 B.C. It follows the 

era of the judges over Israel that lasted about 450 years (Acts 13:20). Israel was dangerously 

close to religious collapse. The central city of worship was in Shiloh where the tabernacle was. 1 

and 2 Samuel teach us about Israel’s transition from rule by judges to the rule of kings.  

 

II. The Lord answers Hannah’s prayer for a male child 

 

1 Sam 1:1-7. Elkanah had two wives. Hannah and Peninnah. He loved Hannah but she was not 

able to have children. Her rival, Peninnah, taunted her severely for not having children. Hannah 

promised the LORD that if He gave her a son, she would dedicate him to the LORD. 

 
 1 Sam 1:11 11 Then she made a vow and said, “O Lord of hosts, if You will indeed look on the 

affliction of Your maidservant and remember me, and not forget Your maidservant, but will give 

Your maidservant a male child, then I will give him to the Lord all the days of his life, and no 

razor shall come upon his head.” 1 Sam 1:17-18   The word of God came to Hannah through Eli 

the priest. “Go in peace, and the God of Israel grant your petition which you have asked of 

Him.”  

 

Hannah believed God and it gave her peace. Phil 4:6-7. 6 Be anxious for nothing, but in 

everything by prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to 

God; 7 and the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and 

minds through Christ Jesus. 

 

1 Sam 1:20-28 Samuel is born. Samuel means “asked of God.” Hannah waited until Samuel was 

weaned, then presented him to Eli, and dedicated him for service. 
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1 Sam 2:1-10 Hannah’s prayer. Hannah’ rejoiced in thanksgiving to the LORD for her son. She 

proceeded to praise God for His ability to change the circumstances of both the small and great. 

Samuel begins ministering even as a child in the tabernacle and to Eli the priest. 1 Sam 2:18-20. 
His mother attends to Samuels needs makes little robes for him. This is a best practice for 
parents today who can teach their children how to minister in the local church. 

III. The LORD revives Israel through Samuel as judge and prophet. 

 

Samuel grew and was recognized as a true judge and prophet. 

 

1 Sam 3:19-4:1.19 So Samuel grew, and the Lord was with him and let none of his words fall to 

the ground. 20 And all Israel from Dan to Beersheba knew that Samuel had been established as 

a prophet of the Lord. 21 Then the Lord appeared again in Shiloh. For the Lord revealed Himself 

to Samuel in Shiloh by the word of the Lord. 4 And the word of Samuel came to all Israel. 

 

Samuel calls all Israel to repentance and begins a Spiritual revival. 

 

1 Sam 7:4, 6 4 So the children of Israel put away the Baals and the Ashtoreths and served 

the Lord only. 6 So they gathered together at Mizpah, drew water, and poured it out before 

the Lord. And they fasted that day, and said there, “We have sinned against the Lord.” And 

Samuel judged the children of Israel at Mizpah. 

 

1 Sam 7:13,15 13 So the Philistines were subdued, and they did not come anymore into the 

territory of Israel. And the hand of the Lord was against the Philistines all the days of 

Samuel…15 And Samuel judged Israel all the days of his life. 

 

Samuel anointed Saul as Israel’s first king, 10:1, and would later anoint David as king. David’s 

promised Son will one day rule over all nations. Samuel confronted king Saul, teaching him that 

the king was still subject to the word of the LORD. 

 

God used the emotional suffering of Hannah to drive her to prayer and to dedicate her child 

Samuel to ministry. Samuel went on revive Israel and to establish the monarchy which will 

ultimately lead to David’s greater Son ruling all the nations as Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

 

As parents and grandparents, we should be both willing and honored to give our children over 

to full time ministry such as pastors, missionaries, Christian education. While full time 

vocational ministry is for a few, Christian ministry is for all of us. God is in control of our 

circumstances. God’s providence works in our lives every day to work things for good to those 

who love God. Church leaders today should seek the faith and courage of Samuel. Samuel stood 

before the king and corrected to his face using the word of God. 

 


