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Joshua 1:1-9  
 

 I. God calls his people to courage in the face of challenges 
 

 A. Courage based on God’s promises vs 3-6 
Matthew 28:19–20 (NKJV) — 19 Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching 
them to observe all things that I have commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to 
the end of the age.” Amen. 
Hebrews 13:5 (NKJV) — 5 Let your conduct be without covetousness; be content with such 
things as you have. For He Himself has said, “I will never leave you nor forsake you.” 

 B. Courage based on God’s word vs 7-9 
 

 II. God calls his people to trust despite the odds 
 

 A. 1 Samuel 17:31-37 
 B. David trusted that God would save His people 

1 Samuel 17:45–46 (NKJV) — 45 Then David said to the Philistine, “You come to me with a 
sword, with a spear, and with a javelin. But I come to you in the name of the Lord of hosts, 
the God of the armies of Israel, whom you have defied. 46 This day the Lord will deliver you 
into my hand” 

 C. God is the hero of this story 
1 Samuel 17:37 (NKJV) — 37 David said, “The Lord, who delivered me from the paw of the 
lion and from the paw of the bear, He will deliver me from the hand of this Philistine.” 

 D.  Our trust should grow in the face of challenges 
1 Peter 1:6–7 (NKJV) — 6 In this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while, if need 
be, you have been grieved by various trials, 7 that the genuineness of your faith, being much 
more precious than gold that perishes, though it is tested by fire, may be found to praise, 
honor, and glory at the revelation of Jesus Christ, 

 
 III. God calls his people to hope in this life 
 

 A. Hope: “A confident expectation of good things to come, grounded in the sovereign grace 
of God and the good news that Christ died for sinners” John Piper 

 B. Hope comes from challenges 
Romans 5:1–5 (NKJV) — 1 Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have peace with God 
through our Lord Jesus Christ, 2 through whom also we have access by faith into this grace 
in which we stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of God. 3 And not only that, but we also 
glory in tribulations, knowing that tribulation produces perseverance; 4 and perseverance, 
character; and character, hope. 5 Now hope does not disappoint, because the love of God has 
been poured out in our hearts by the Holy Spirit who was given to us. 
  



 C. Hope needs to be shown 
1 Peter 3:15 (NKJV) — 15 But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts, and always be ready to 
give a defense to everyone who asks you a reason for the hope that is in you, with meekness 
and fear; 

 D. Hope and joy are connected 
Romans 15:13 (NKJV) — 13 Now may the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in 
believing, that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. 
 

 1. “Joy relates to the delight of anticipation in seeing one’s hopes fulfilled. Peace results 
from the assurance that God will fulfill those hopes” The Bible Knowledge 
Commentary 

 2. “The joy and peace of believers arise chiefly from their hopes. What is laid out upon 
them is but little, compared with what is laid up for them; therefore the more hope 
they have, the more joy and peace they have . . . Christians should desire and labor 
after an abundance of hope.” Matthew Henry 

 
Romans 8:18–39 (NKJV) — 18 For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy 
to be compared with the glory which shall be revealed in us. 19 For the earnest expectation of the 
creation eagerly waits for the revealing of the sons of God. 20 For the creation was subjected to futility, 
not willingly, but because of Him who subjected it in hope; 21 because the creation itself also will be 
delivered from the bondage of corruption into the glorious liberty of the children of God. 22 For we 
know that the whole creation groans and labors with birth pangs together until now. 23 Not only that, 
but we also who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves groan within ourselves, eagerly 
waiting for the adoption, the redemption of our body. 24 For we were saved in this hope, but 
hope that is seen is not hope; for why does one still hope for what he sees? 25 But if we hope for what 
we do not see, we eagerly wait for it with perseverance. 26 Likewise the Spirit also helps in our 
weaknesses. For we do not know what we should pray for as we ought, but the Spirit Himself makes 
intercession for us with groanings which cannot be uttered. 27 Now He who searches the hearts knows 
what the mind of the Spirit is, because He makes intercession for the saints according to the will of God. 
28 And we know that all things work together for good to those who love God, to those who are the 
called according to His purpose. 29 For whom He foreknew, He also predestined to be conformed to the 
image of His Son, that He might be the firstborn among many brethren. 30 Moreover whom He 
predestined, these He also called; whom He called, these He also justified; and whom He justified, these 
He also glorified. 31 What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can be against us? 32 
He who did not spare His own Son, but delivered Him up for us all, how shall He not with Him also freely 
give us all things? 33 Who shall bring a charge against God’s elect? It is God who justifies. 34 Who is he 
who condemns? It is Christ who died, and furthermore is also risen, who is even at the right hand of God, 
who also makes intercession for us. 35 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, 
or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? 36 As it is written: “For Your sake 
we are killed all day long; We are accounted as sheep for the slaughter.” 37 Yet in all these things we are 
more than conquerors through Him who loved us. 38 For I am persuaded that neither death nor life, nor 
angels nor principalities nor powers, nor things present nor things to come, 39 nor height nor depth, nor 
any other created thing, shall be able to separate us from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus our 
Lord. 
 

  What is your reaction to the issues that culture throws at you? 
  Who is the hero of your story? 
  What are you hoping in? 

 


