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Jesus & Prayer: Part 3 | Matthew 21:21-22, Mark 11:21-26 | 12.05.21  
 

 
The Apostle’s Prayer Luke 11:1-4 / Matthew 6:9-15 

1. Prayer is a means to seek God.  
2. Prayer is a means to seek God’s kingdom.  
3. Prayer is a means to seek God’s will. 
4. Prayer is a means to seek God’s care. 
5. Prayer is a means to seek God’s mercy.   
6. Prayer is a means to seek God’s grace.  

 

Matthew 18:19-20 “Again I say to you that if two of you agree on earth concerning anything 
that they ask, it will be done for them by My Father in heaven. 20 For where two or three are 
gathered together in My name, I am there in the midst of them.” 
 

What does it mean, “whatever you ask you’ll receive?”   
Matthew 21:21-22 (Mark 11:21-24) “Assuredly, I say to you, if you have faith and do not 
doubt, you will not only do what was done to the fig tree, but also if you say to this mountain, 
‘Be removed and be cast into the sea,’ it will be done. 22 And whatever things you ask in prayer, 
believing, you will receive.” 

Mark 11:21-24 And Peter, remembering, said to Him, “Rabbi, look! The fig tree which You 
cursed has withered away.” 22 So Jesus answered and said to them, “Have faith in God. 23 For 
assuredly, I say to you, whoever says to this mountain, ‘Be removed and be cast into the sea,’ 
and does not doubt in his heart, but believes that those things he says will be done, he will 
have whatever he says. 24 Therefore I say to you, whatever things you ask when you pray, 
believe that you receive them, and you will have them. 
 

Hermeneutics is the science of Bible study and interpretation.  
Three Steps to Bible Study (1) Observation (2) Interpretation (3) Application  
 

 A verse can only say so much. 
 Take Scripture into proper context.  
 Compare Scripture with Scripture (350+ verses on prayer). 
 Build on the foundation taught by Jesus that prayer is about seeking God’s will.  
 Jesus assumes that we take “whatever” in context of that which is God’s will.   
 

Scripture is written with the assumption that believers know certain things.  

1 Peter 5:7 Husbands, likewise, dwell with them with understanding, giving honor to the wife, 
as to the weaker vessel, and as being heirs together of the grace of life, that your prayers may 
not be hindered.  
 

James 4:3 You ask and do not receive, because you ask amiss, that you may spend it on your 
pleasures.   
 
 

 



John 15:7 If you abide in Me, and My words abide in you, you will ask what you desire, and it 
shall be done for you. 
 
The context of Matthew 21:21-22 is the last week of Jesus’ ministry.   

 Cleanses the Temple  
 Condemns the Tree  

 Faith is the emphases - “Have faith in God.” 
 Fig tree is the example  
 Figurate language is the genre (Mountain)  

 

Faith is to obey God regardless of feelings, circumstances or consequences.                          
 

Mark 11:22-26 So Jesus answered and said to them, “Have faith in God. 23 For assuredly, I 
say to you, whoever says to this mountain, ‘Be removed and be cast into the sea,’ and does not 
doubt in his heart, but believes that those things he says will be done, he will have whatever he 
says. 24 Therefore I say to you, whatever things you ask when you pray, believe that you 
receive them, and you will have them. 25 “And whenever you stand praying, if you have 
anything against anyone, forgive him, that your Father in heaven may also forgive you your 
trespasses. 26 But if you do not forgive, neither will your Father in heaven forgive your 
trespasses.”  
 

Disobedience that remains unconfessed is a lack of faith, hindering our prayers but not 
forfeiting God’s love and commitment to us. Re: Romans 8:28-39 
 

James 4:13-16 Come now, you who say, “Today or tomorrow we will go to such and such a 
city, spend a year there, buy and sell, and make a profit”; 14 whereas you do not know what 
will happen tomorrow. For what is your life? It is even a vapor that appears for a little time 
and then vanishes away. 15 Instead you ought to say, “If the Lord wills, we shall live and do this 
or that.” 16 But now you boast in your arrogance. All such boasting is evil. 
 

When deliverance is denied, grace is supplied!   
 

2 Corinthians 12:7-10 And lest I should be exalted above measure by the abundance of the 
revelations, a thorn in the flesh was given to me, a messenger of Satan to buffet me, lest I be 
exalted above measure. 8 Concerning this thing I pleaded with the Lord three times that it 
might depart from me. 9 And He said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for My strength is 
made perfect in weakness.” Therefore most gladly I will rather boast in my infirmities, that 
the power of Christ may rest upon me. 10 Therefore I take pleasure in infirmities, in 
reproaches, in needs, in persecutions, in distresses, for Christ’s sake. For when I am weak, then 
I am strong. 
 

Praying for the unsaved    Romans 10:1-4 
Praying about anxiety and fear  Philippians 4:6-7 
Praying for government leaders      1 Timothy 2:1-4  
Paul’s prayers for the church           Eph. 1:16-21, 3:14-21, Col. 1:9-14, 2 Thess. 1:11-12 
 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
12.12.21 Jesus & Prayer | Part 4  
12.19.21 Jesus’ Sermon on the Plains  
12.26.21 Family Christmas Service (10:30 only) 


