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Seeing  through the Eyes of Luke  CHRIST
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

The Comparison Trap | Various Texts | 11.07.21  
 

Complaints of the Religionists to Jesus:  
1. Claimed to forgive sins | Luke 5:16-26 
2. Kept company with tax-collectors & other sinners | Luke 5:27-32 
3. Neglected fasting | Luke 5:33-39  
4. Violated the Sabbath | Luke 6:1-11 

 

Romans 12:1-2 I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you present 
your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your reasonable service. 2 And 
do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that 
you may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God. 
 

Ephesians 4:20-23  But you have not so learned Christ, 21 if indeed you have heard Him and 
have been taught by Him, as the truth is in Jesus: 22 that you put off, concerning your former 
conduct, the old man which grows corrupt according to the deceitful lusts, 23 and be renewed 
in the spirit of your mind  
 

You cannot satisfy those who hold others to their standard of emotions, opinions, 
comparisons, and expectations.  

Luke 7:31-34 And the Lord said, “To what then shall I liken the men of this generation, and 
what are they like? 32 They are like children sitting in the marketplace and calling to one 
another, saying: ‘We played the flute for you, And you did not dance; We mourned to you, And 
you did not weep. 33 For John the Baptist came neither eating bread nor drinking wine, and 
you say, ‘He has a demon.’ 34 The Son of Man has come eating and drinking, and you say, ‘Look, 
a glutton and a winebibber, a friend of tax collectors and sinners!’  

 Express a spirit of humility and teachability  
 Hold Biblical convictions tight and opinions loosely  
 Be gracious to those you disagree with  
 Be as fair and generous to others as much as possible  

 

2 Corinthians 10:12 For we dare not class ourselves or compare ourselves with those who 
commend themselves. But they, measuring themselves by themselves, and comparing 
themselves among themselves, are not wise. 
 

Despair and pride can result from comparison.   
 

2 Corinthians 10:18 For not he who commends himself is approved, but whom the Lord 
commends. 
 

 Beware of the deception of self-appraisal.  
 Beware of the danger of desiring man’s approval. 
 Be desirable of our Lord’s appraisal.   

 

People are people, nothing more; God is God, nothing less!  
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Proverbs 19:25 The fear of man brings a snare, But whoever trusts in the LORD shall be safe. 
 

Matthew 14:6-11 But when Herod’s birthday was celebrated, the daughter of Herodias 
danced before them and pleased Herod. 7 Therefore he promised with an oath to give her 
whatever she might ask. 8 So she, having been prompted by her mother, said, “Give me John the 
Baptist’s head here on a platter.” 9 And the king was sorry; nevertheless, because of the oaths 
and because of those who sat with him, he commanded it to be given to her. 10 So he sent and 
had John beheaded in prison. 11 And his head was brought on a platter and given to the girl, 
and she brought it to her mother. 
 

 Peer-pressure is not a sin; it is the temptation to sin and leads to peer-dependency. 
Peer-dependency is when we allow the opinions of others to overrule our obedience 
to Jesus Christ.  

 Personal boundaries can seem like neglect to others.   
 Freedom to live the way God calls us to live occurs when we discover that our 

identity is in Jesus Christ.  
 

2 Corinthians 5:14-15 For the love of Christ compels us, because we judge thus: that if One 
died for all, then all died; 15 and He died for all, that those who live should live no longer for 
themselves, but for Him who died for them and rose again.  
 

God wants us to find our identity in Jesus Christ, for in Him, we discover a peace and 
freedom that surpasses human reasoning.  
 
 

Galatians 1:10 Or do I seek to please men? For if I still pleased men, I would not be a 
bondservant of Christ. 
 

2 Timothy 2:15 Be diligent to present yourself approved to God, a worker who does not need 
to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth. 
 

2 Corinthians 5:6-11, Romans 8:28-39, Colossians 1:9-10 
 

Hebrews 13:20-21 Now may the God of peace who brought up our Lord Jesus from the dead, 
that great Shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of the everlasting covenant, 21 make you 
complete in every good work to do His will, working in you what is well pleasing in His 
sight, through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 

 Our God is a God of peace (Philippians 4:6-9). 
 The risen Christ is our Shepherd who purchased us with his blood. We belong to 

Jesus Christ!  
 God’s “will” should be priority one in our life. 
 God is able to work in you in such a way that pleases and glorifies Him.  

 

From His baptism to His execution, Jesus was hammered with criticism, insults, slander, 
unrealistic expectations, and comparisons. Jesus was pure perfection. Therefore, every 
complaint, comparison, and criticism against Him was unjustified!   
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