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Luke 5:16-26 | The Vicarious Atonement of Jesus | 10.24.21  
 

 
The events of Luke 5:16-26 create… 

1. A platform for non-believers to mock Biblical truth.  
2. A platform for believers to minimize their sin. 

 

Grace Statement of Faith   
We believe in the deity of Jesus Christ, in His virgin birth, in his sinless life, in His miracles, 
in his *vicarious and *atoning death, in His bodily resurrection, in His ascension to the right 
hand of the Father, and in His personal return in power and glory. 

 Vicarious - one person suffers in place of another  
 Atonement is payment to make right. Christ’s death makes it possible for sinners to 

be “at-one” with God.  
 

2 Corinthians 5:18-21 Now all things are of God, who has reconciled us to Himself through 
Jesus Christ, and has given us the ministry of reconciliation, 19 that is, that God was in Christ 
reconciling the world to Himself, not imputing their trespasses to them, and has committed to 
us the word of reconciliation. 20 Now then, we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God were 
pleading through us: we implore you on Christ’s behalf, be reconciled to God. 21 For He made 
Him who knew no sin to be sin for us, that we might become the righteousness of God in Him.  
 

1 Corinthians 1:18 For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but 
to us who are being saved it is the power of God. 
 

Philippians 3:18-21 For many walk, of whom I have told you often, and now tell you even 
weeping, that they are the enemies of the cross of Christ: 19 whose end is destruction, whose 
god is their belly, and whose glory is in their shame—who set their mind on earthly things. 
20 For our citizenship is in heaven, from which we also eagerly wait for the Savior, the Lord 
Jesus Christ, 21 who will transform our lowly body that it may be conformed to His glorious 
body, according to the working by which He is able even to subdue all things to Himself.  
 

“Is it moral to believe that your sins can be forgiven by another person? I submit that the 
doctrine of vicarious redemption by human sacrifice is utterly immoral.”                            
Christopher Hitchens (Atheist) 
 

“We can all understand how a man forgives offences against himself. You tread on my toes 
and I forgive you, you steal my money and I forgive you. But what should we make of a 
man, himself unrobbed and untrodden on, who announced that he forgave you for treading 
on other men’s toes and stealing other men’s money?... Yet this is what Jesus did. He told 
people that their sins were forgiven, and never waited to consult all the other people whom 
their sins had undoubtedly injured.  He behaved as if He was the party chiefly concerned, 
the person chiefly offended in all offences. This makes sense only if He really was the God 
whose laws are broken and whose love is wounded in every sin.”  C.S. Lewis   
 
 



Many people…   
1. Assume forgiveness is easy  
2. Assume confession is all that God requires   
3. Ignore the clear teaching of repentance and restitution  

 

Luke 19:8-10  Then Zacchaeus stood and said to the Lord, “Look, Lord, I give half of my goods 
to the poor; and if I have taken anything from anyone by false accusation, I restore fourfold.” 
9 And Jesus said to him, “Today salvation has come to this house, because he also is a son of 
Abraham; 10 for the Son of Man has come to seek and to save that which was lost.”  

1 John 1:6-10 If we say that we have fellowship with Him, and walk in darkness, (outside 
God’s Word) we lie and do not practice the truth. 7 But if we walk in the light as He is in the 
light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us 
from all sin. 8 If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 9 If 
we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness. 10 If we say that we have not sinned, we make Him a liar, and His word is not 
in us.  
 
Proverbs 28:13 He who covers his sins will not prosper, But whoever confesses and forsakes  
them will have mercy. 

To “confess” means to agree with what God says about the violation of His commands. We 
agree with what God says about confessing to the one we sinned against, and we agree with 
what God says about restitution.  

Matthew 6:14-15  “For if you forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also 
forgive you. 15 But if you do not forgive men their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive 
your trespasses. 
 

Matthew 18:33-35 Should you not also have had compassion on your fellow servant, just as I 
had pity on you?’ 34 And his master was angry, and delivered him to the torturers until he 
should pay all that was due to him. 35 “So My heavenly Father also will do to you if each of you, 
from his heart, does not forgive his brother his trespasses.” 
 

God is too holy to ignore sin. God is too loving of a Father to ignore our sin! We 
should love Him enough to address our sin!  

Hebrews 12:5-6  And you have forgotten the exhortation which speaks to you as to sons: “My 
son, do not despise the chastening of the LORD, 
Nor be discouraged when you are rebuked by Him; 6For whom the LORD loves He chastens, 
And scourges every son (daughter) whom He receives.”  
 

Luke 5:20-21 When He saw their faith, He said to him, “Man, your sins are forgiven you.” 
21 And the scribes and the Pharisees began to reason, saying, “Who is this who speaks 
blasphemies? Who can forgive sins but God alone?”  
 

Jesus Christ is the Son of God. His death satisfied the justice of God. His resurrection 
assures believers that their sins are forgiven. The Jewish leaders were familiar with the 
scapegoat ceremony. (Re: Leviticus 16) The religionists knew when Jesus said, “Your sins 
are forgiven,” He claimed to be God! 


