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Luke 5:16-26 | Jesus the Forgiver of Sins | 10.10.21  
Luke 5:20-26 When He saw their faith, He said to him, “Man, your sins are forgiven you.” 
21 And the scribes and the Pharisees began to reason, saying, “Who is this who speaks 
blasphemies? Who can forgive sins but God alone?” 22 But when Jesus perceived their thoughts, 
He answered and said to them, “Why are you reasoning in your hearts? 23 Which is easier, to 
say, ‘Your sins are forgiven you,’ or to say, ‘Rise up and walk’? 24 But that you may know that 
the Son of Man has power on earth to forgive sins”—He said to the man who was paralyzed, “I 
say to you, arise, take up your bed, and go to your house.” 25 Immediately he rose up before 
them, took up what he had been lying on, and departed to his own house, glorifying God. 
26 And they were all amazed, and they glorified God and were filled with fear, saying, “We have 
seen strange things today!”    
 

The four unnamed friends had… 
1. Compassion 
2. Cooperation  
3. Creativity  
4. Courage  

 

Unpacking Luke 5:16-26: 
1. Not everyone within a spiritual setting seeks truth.  
2. The faith of the four men  
3. The deeper need of salvation of the paralytic  
4. Jesus forgives sins and heals.  
5. God’s work faces resistance and criticism.  

Psalm 139:1-4 O LORD, You have searched me and known me. 2You know my sitting down and 
my rising up; You understand my thought afar off. 3You comprehend my path and my lying 
down, And are acquainted with all my ways. 4For there is not a word on my tongue, 
But behold, O LORD, You know it altogether. 

Luke 5:31-32 Jesus answered and said to them, “Those who are well have no need of a 
physician, but those who are sick.  32 I have not come to call the righteous, but sinners, to 
repentance.”  
 

Our sin causes God to act like God. A holy God unprovoked by sin is neither holy nor God. 
God cannot be neutral to sin. How we respond to our sin determines how God responds to 
our sin. 
 

Proverbs 28:13 He who covers his sins will not prosper, But whoever confesses and forsakes 
them will have mercy. Re: 1John 1:9-2:1 
 

The truth is most people do not want to hear the truth. John 14:6, 18:38, Rom. 1:18, 25  

 
 



 
John 8:40 But now you seek to kill Me, a Man who has told you the truth  
 

Galatians 4:16 Have I therefore become your enemy because I tell you the truth? 
 

1 Corinthians 13:4-6  Love suffers long and is kind; love does not envy; love does not parade 
itself, is not puffed up; 5 does not behave rudely, does not seek its own, is not provoked, thinks 
no evil; 6 does not rejoice in iniquity, but rejoices in the truth 
 

Matthew 7:13-14 “Enter by the narrow gate; for wide is the gate and broad is the way that 
leads to destruction, and there are many who go in by it. 14 Because narrow is the gate and 
difficult is the way which leads to life, and there are few who find it. 
 

John 8:32 And you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.”  
 

“To tell the truth is useful to those to whom it is spoken, but a disadvantage to those who 
tell it, because it makes them disliked. Human society is founded on mutual deceit, 
few friendships would endure if each other knew what his friend said of him in his absence. 
Man is, then only disguise, falsehood and hypocrisy, both in himself and in regards to 
others. He does not wish anyone to tell him the truth; he avoids telling it to others, and all 
these dispositions, so removed from justice and reason, have a natural root in his heart.” 
Blaise Pascal (1623-1662) 
 
Believers have the potential to be totally honest and experience the freedom that 
comes with it. Free to admit our sin, free to confess and repent of it, free to acknowledge 
that we are broken and in need of God’s grace! We are free to hear and embrace truth!  
 

John 1:1-2, 14 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word 
was God. 2 He was in the beginning with God. 14 And the Word became flesh and dwelt among 
us, and we beheld His glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and 
truth. 
 

What an immeasurable gift we have in Christ, unlimited access to grace and truth!   
 

“The most experienced psychologists or observer of human nature knows infinitely less of 
the human heart than the simplest Christian who lives beneath the cross of Jesus. The 
greatest psychological insight, ability, and experience cannot grasp this one thing: what sin 
is. Worldly wisdom knows what distress and weakness and failures are, but it does not 
know the godlessness of man. And so it also does not know that man is destroyed only by 
his sin and can be healed only by forgiveness. Only the Christian knows this. In the 
presence of a psychiatrist I can only be a sick man; in the presence of a Christian brother I 
can dare be a sinner. The psychiatrist must first search my heart and yet he never plumbs 
its ultimate depth. The Christian brother knows when I come to him: here is a sinner 
like myself, a godless man who wants to confess and yearn for God’s forgiveness. The 
psychiatrist views me as if there were no God. The brother views me as I am before 
the judging and merciful God in the Cross of Jesus Christ.”   Dietrich Bonhoeffer  
 

Truth is dangerous… 
1. It will expose pride.    4. It will reveal prejudices.  
2. It will attack traditions.   5. It will expand comfort zones.  
3. It will counter consumerism.  6. It will dismantle personal agendas.  


