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2 Timothy 4:2-4 Preach the word! Be ready in season and out of season. Convince, rebuke, 
exhort, with all longsuffering and teaching. 3 For the time will come when they will not endure 
sound doctrine, but according to their own desires, because they have itching ears, they will heap 
up for themselves teachers; 4 and they will turn their ears away from the truth, and be turned 
aside to fables. 
 

God’s plan is for theology to dictate our morality, which means Scripture should determine 
how we live. God’s Word is the final authority for what we believe and how we behave.  
 

 People love the truth that enlightens them but hate the truth that exposes them.  
 We need to know how God sees us and what God expects from us. Our desire at GBC is 

to equip you for this present life and prepare you for eternity.  
 

Luke 4:14-30 Then Jesus returned in the power of the Spirit to Galilee, and news of Him went 
out through all the surrounding region. 15 And He taught in their synagogues, being glorified by 
all. 16 So He came to Nazareth, where He had been brought up. And as His custom was, He went 
into the synagogue on the Sabbath day, and stood up to read. 17 And He was handed the book of 
the prophet Isaiah. And when He had opened the book, He found the place where it was written: 
18“The Spirit of the LORD is upon Me, Because He has anointed Me To preach the gospel to the 
poor; He has sent Me to heal the brokenhearted, To proclaim liberty to the captives And recovery 
of sight to the blind, To set at liberty those who are oppressed; 19To proclaim the acceptable year 
of the LORD.” Then He closed the book, and gave it back to the attendant and sat down. And the 
eyes of all who were in the synagogue were fixed on Him. 21 And He began to say to them, “Today 
this Scripture is fulfilled in your hearing.” 22 So all bore witness to Him, and marveled at the 
gracious words which proceeded out of His mouth  
And they said, “Is this not Joseph’s son?” 23 He said to them, “You will surely say this proverb to 
Me, ‘Physician, heal yourself! Whatever we have heard done in Capernaum, do also here in Your 
country.’ ”  Then He said, “Assuredly, I say to you, no prophet is accepted in his own country. 
25 But I tell you truly, many widows were in Israel in the days of Elijah, when the heaven was shut 
up three years and six months, and there was a great famine throughout all the land; 26 but to 
none of them was Elijah sent except to Zarephath, in the region of Sidon, to a woman who was a 
widow. (1Kings 17)  27 And many lepers were in Israel in the time of Elisha the prophet, and 
none of them was cleansed except Naaman the Syrian. (2Kings 5) ” 28 So all those in the 
synagogue, when they heard these things, were filled with wrath, 29 and rose up and thrust Him 
out of the city; and they led Him to the brow of the hill on which their city was built, that they 
might throw Him down over the cliff. 30 Then passing through the midst of them, He went His 
way.   

 What began in excitement quickly turned to rejection.  
 
Sovereignty means God sets the timeframe and agenda, not man.   
Sovereignty places God in His proper place as the potter and mankind in their proper place as 
the clay.  

 



Religion distorts Biblical truth in allowing mankind to use spiritual language, church 
membership, and good works as a means to put God into their debt, providing them a false 
sense of security. Without submission to Jesus Christ, Christianity takes on a distorted form. 
 

The fact is that none of us deserve God’s love. None of us deserve to be saved. What we 
deserve is His judgment for being commandment breakers. Yet, we have God’s love because of 
his grace and mercy, not our efforts or performance.  
 

God does not love us because we are valuable; we are valuable because GOD loves us!  
 

 Fallen man is convinced of his good standing with God even though God’s guilty verdict 
is clearly defined. Therefore, the greatest need of mankind is to know the truth. 
 

 God sees man as a spiritual rebel, sinful, and offensive. The gospel's message reveals 
that rebellious man can be reconciled to a holy God through repentance and faith in 
Jesus Christ.  
 

 When Christ exposes our lifestyles, it becomes foolish and dangerous to revise or reject 
Him. Instead, the wise and profitable action is to adjust our lifestyle to the will of Jesus 
Christ.  
 

 When Jesus confronts you with truth, how do you respond? Some reject it with no fear 
of God; some revise it to justify their conscience. What will be your response?   

 

Luke 9:23-24“If anyone desires to come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross 
daily, and follow Me. 24 For whoever desires to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life 
for My sake will save it.   
 

 Luke 9 mandates rejection of a life based on self-interest and self-fulfillment. Instead, a 
disciple is to seek to fulfill the will and the teachings of Christ. In that pursuit, the real 
meaning and purpose of life is discovered. The commitment needs to be examined every 
day with an understanding of the cost, even the cost of death, for the cause of Jesus Christ. 
In the Roman world, the cross symbolized shame, guilt, suffering, and rejection. 

 Jesus laid down the stern requirements for discipleship. We must first say no to 
ourselves—not simply to pleasures or possessions, but to self—and then take up our cross 
and follow Christ daily. This means to be identified with Him in surrender, suffering, and 
sacrifice. 

 

God has treasures hidden in Christ for us, not hidden from us.  
 

Colossians 2:1-3  For I want you to know what a great conflict I have for you and those in 
Laodicea, and for as many as have not seen my face in the flesh, 2 that their hearts may be 
encouraged, being knit together in love, and attaining to all riches of the full assurance of 
understanding, to the knowledge of the mystery of God, both of the Father and of Christ, 3 in 
whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. 
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